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From Pat Rennison 
 

Hello Everyone, 
 For the next 6 months I will be worshipping with you and working in the 
parish with your clergy and readers, as I undergo my training as an Ordained 
Local Minister for the parish of St James Shilbottle. I am looking forward to this 
as it will be a complete change for me. In our Church we have one service per 
week at 10am on a Sunday morning, with the occasional service on special 
occasions, such as  Maundy Thursday, or Ash Wednesday  
. 
 I have attended Shilbottle Church since I was a child; I was baptised, 
confirmed and married there. I have worked actively for the church since 1985  
as a member of the PCC, Churchwarden and lay chair of the PCC. We went into 
interregnum in 1997 and it was at this time that I first felt a calling to work for 
God. In 1998 I commenced training as a Reader and was licensed in 2001, and 
continued taking modules and lectures to build up my credits and last year 
achieved my Dip HE in Theology and Ministry. (I have always said I am ‘dippy’) 
 
 Three years ago we went into interregnum and it was during that time 
that I realised I needed to do something about thoughts that I had been trying to 
push out of my mind and my heart regarding what God was wanting from me. 
With much soul searching and discernment my training has commenced. 
 
 It was during the interregnum that I retired from supply teaching, as I 
could not continue with that and be of help to the parishioners at the same time, 
and I felt the pastoral care of the village was more important than money in the 
bank. 
 I am very interested in youth work and looking for ideas and inspiration to 
work with the youth in Shilbottle. 
 
I have been widowed for 17 years, and I have a 29 year old daughter, Emma, 
who lives in Wallsend and teaches at Cramlington. My 94 year old mother is still 
with us and although she is not fit enough to look after her-self, my sister and I 
take turns to see to her. Whilst I am training my sister has taken over that job, 
although there may be times when I am needed.    
 
I hope the weather improves quickly and we can get around safely and I look 
forward to meeting you all soon. 
Pat Rennison 
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An Epiphany Tale 
 

He was tired, the journey had been long and very hard at times, and despite the 

companionship that he enjoyed on the way, he had often found himself feeling 

discouraged. But for all that -tonight was special, his journey was over and he felt 

a peace in his heart he had never felt before.. 

It had all begun months earlier - it seemed like years now—when he had noticed a 

new star in the heavens, a star that did not belong there one that had never been 

there before. At first he thought that he had made a mistake, that the charts that he 

had relied upon for years were in error, but as night followed upon night he saw 

that the star moved, that it was changing position against the familiar 

constellations. 

Finally, - certain of his discovery, and not sure what to make of it, he told another 

astrologer at the Shah's court about what he had found. Events followed fairly 

quickly then... at first anyway. 

After his discovery was confirmed by his friend all the Shah's astrologers and 

soothsayers gathered to observe the star and to discuss what it meant. 

After a few days of intense debate, days in which astrological charts were cast in 

the dozens, and clerks scurried back and forth with complicated calculations,      

after an incredible amount of work and confusion, it was decided that the star 

signalled the birth of a new king, in fact of a great king - and that this king had 

been born, or was about to be born, in a land somewhere to the west of them. 

For another few weeks various attempts were made to discover what king had 

been born in the western lands or what Queen was expecting a child, but, because 

there was no news to be had from those far lands and because the Shah still 

expected advice every day and couples still wanted charts drawn up when their 

children were born, and because business too was very good among the merchants 

who wished to know the best time to buy and sell their goods, because of all these 

things, very soon most of the wise men in the land forgot about the new star and 

the excitement caused by its appearance. 

But there were some who could not forget, and he and two others continued to 

discuss the star long after the news of its appearance had faded from the minds of 

the rest.                 

It seemed to him and two of his companions that the star was a sign of 

tremendous significance. Never had they heard of a new star appearing and never 

had they seen a star move in the heavens. 

Together they discussed how the star must be a sign from the gods that something 

very important was happening and that the king whom everyone had agreed the 

star heralded was no ordinary king. 

The star was a such a powerful sign, that he finally resolved to set forth and to 

find the king who lay beneath it. He knew that his life would be incomplete if he 

did not meet the king the star pointed to. 
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His two friends, who were equally excited by the star and in awe of the power it 

pointed to, agreed to go with him on his trip. So it was that one night, leaving 

behind all that they held dear and knew so well, they set forth. 

They had travelled a long way since then, a long way, and often the way had been 

difficult, often there had been delays and uncertainties, often there had been 

danger and confusion.. 

There were times when he and his friends could not move onward, the sky would 

be obscured by clouds and they could not be sure if they were heading in the right 

direction and so they would set up camp wherever they found themselves and 

wait. Always when he had to wait he lost some of his confidence. He was never 

sure if, when the clouds parted once again, that the star would still be in the sky. 

Perhaps it would disappear from view as suddenly as it had appeared, perhaps he 

was chasing a ghost star, a star with no real significance, a star with no real 

existence. Perhaps he was a fool on a fool's errand. 

At other times - when the star shone brightly and the three of them could move 

onward their progress was impeded by terrain that even people travelling by day 

would have had trouble with. 

A leg of their journey that local residents told them would only take a day would 

take three, and the easy paths that other travellers told them about never seemed 

to be as easy as they expected. 

It seemed at times that there had never been a easy night for them: always there 

was some anxiety or other to disturb them—even on the most level paths;           

sometimes, in fact, those paths worried him the most, for there others might be 

roaming, others with evil on their minds, others ready to kill or steal from passing          

strangers. But the worst thing, the thing that made the journey the hardest, 

was the comments of others. 

Most of the people they met on their way could not understand why they were 

following a star. They thought they were crazy to travel by such an obscure light,     

crazy to have left behind the safety of their own land, and the security of their 

jobs in the Shah's court. 

They would ask him and his friends why they had not stayed at home with the 

other wise men, and they would suggest, without actually saying so, that perhaps 

they were not as wise as those others who had seen the star, but not followed it. 

"So, a king has be born" they would say, “This happens every day - so what is so 

special about this king that you would undertake this journey.  What possible      

difference can it make to you?" 

And when he or one of the others replied that this king had a special star, a kind 

of star never seen before, they would laugh and say that life was too good to go 

off chasing after a king that no one had ever seen, let alone heard about. 

Even the other astrologers they consulted along the way thought that he and his 

friends were being foolish.  

"What difference can it make to you", they would ask?  "Right now you could be 

making a handsome profit casting charts for businessmen or telling your nation's 
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generals when to make war and when to make peace, and instead here you are 

wandering the world looking for someone or something that may not even exist." 

 

And so the days and the weeks passed.  

      

They pressed onward, but often they wondered if anything would come of it, and 

always, even on those marvellous days when they had no doubts of their own, 

they had to contend with the doubts of others. 

There had been days, when resting by the roadside in their camp, or casting charts 

in a village square to earn money to pay for their food and lodging, he had been 

tempted to give up his quest. He would feel comfortable, money would be 

jingling in his purse, his belly would be full, and he would think about the hazards 

of 

their journey, and how good he it felt to do what everyone else did, and he would 

forget the new king for a while. 

But then night would come and he and his companions would look up and they 

would see the star, and it would seem to outshine the others in the sky, and 

realizing just how special it was and how important the new king had to be, they 

would once again mount their camels and set forth to find him. 

Yes, he was very tired, the journey had been long and very hard at times, but 

tonight was special, he had at last arrived at the place the star had led him to. 

The country he and the others were in that night was not a very important one.  It 

lay under Roman rule - and it was primitive and backward.   

But they had heard rumours that a king was supposed to be born in it, and when 

they had gone to the capital city and asked about that king, the man who governed 

the nation had told them to go and check in a town called Bethlehem. 

 

Earlier that night they had left the city. 

 

The star had shone brightly from the direction that Herod had indicated and they 

had followed it, until they had entered the village of Bethlehem, and when they 

had arrived there it seemed to him that the star was, for the very first time, directly 

above his head, and that it shone in a special way upon one house. 

He had dismounted and with the other two had entered the house and saw an 

infant child in his mother's arms. For a moment he doubted that he had found the 

great king, for though the star shone through the chimney hole so that its light 

seemed to rest upon the child's face - everything else seemed to be all wrong. 

There was no sign of royal wealth in the house, there were no expensive oils to 

sooth the skin, no costly furs or linens upon the sleeping pads to bring easy sleep 

to the baby. There was nothing in fact to indicate that the baby was anything but 

the child of a poor peasant, of a man, who by the few tools and pieces of wood           

stacked in a corner seemed to be a carpenter. 

Yet - there was a feeling in the room, a feeling that seemed to radiate from both 
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the mother and the child, and the star light seemed to cast a halo around them. 

So he had explained to the woman why he was there with the others, and in return 

she had told him of a dream she had, a dream in which her God had told her she 

would bear a child to rule his people and to bring light to the Gentiles. 

Then her husband told them that the baby was special, and that when he had been 

born shepherds had seen angels and come to the stable were the baby had been 

born and worshipped the child. 

And then he had looked again at the child, and at his mother, and he thought about 

the light she had mentioned, and how the star had brought him to this very place,                

and a feeling of joy overcame him, a feeling that he saw had also overcome his 

friends. 

Then, without a word to each other, they had knelt, and paid homage to the new 

king, they had prayed that God his father would bless him in all his days, and 

make him greater even than the star that had led them to him. Then they had given 

the child those things that they had brought to give to the new born king 

gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

Now, outside the little house he thought about his journey. He felt tired, but he 

felt too a peace that he had never felt before. He realized that he would never feel 

incomplete again, for the king who had been born was not a king like all the other 

kings he had known. He was a king who would look after all those who were like 

him: the poor, the weak, and the humble. He was a king who would conquer with 

love, and rule with compassion.   

He realized that somehow the God that Mary spoke of was the only God that 

mattered, and that this God was in the child they had seen.                   

He prayed for the second time that night, that he might be one of those loved by 

that child, one of those loved by that God and that he might always see the light of 

his star inside his heart and follow his way, and he knew even as he prayed - that 

his prayer would be answered. 

It had been a long journey, at times it had been a discouraging journey, but it had 

been a worthwhile journey, because not only had he found a great king, he had 

also found a God who cared so much for the world, that he had taken on flesh and 

dwelt among his people... 

 

Dear Lord God - open to us the way of this new year, the way to you. 

Help us follow the light you have placed in our hearts. Give us courage to go on 

despite the dangers, despite the uncertainties, despite the doubts. 

In times of ease - help us not to forget your purpose for our lives. 

In times of darkness - give us encouragement. 

When others question us - build us in our resolve to follow in your path. 

When others attack us - defend us with your spirit. 

Bring us to the joy, the hope, the peace, and the love, you have promised. 

 

Amen      Rev. Richard J. Fairchild 1993 - 2006 
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News from the PCC       
 
The Mustard Tree Trust gave a short presentation  with information on the 
‘Lifepath’ Scripture Union event to be held on the 13th – 17th June at Brinkburn 
Priory.  The Trust is asking for help through prayers; by volunteering to help; or 
by financial contributions; the event will cost approximately £2,000 to run. See 
more details about the Trust and the Brinkburn ‘Lifepath’ event on page 23 
 
St James has unfortunately suffered three recent incidents of minor theft, with 
the most recent resulting in some minor damage to interior cupboards in the 
vestry. Nothing of significance was stolen and the Police are investigating. It is 
thought that this is part of a spate of similar incidents in churches around the 
area.   IN view of this, the Rector and PCC agreed that the church should remain 
closed for the time being. The Belford Singers concert had to be cancelled due to 
the snow and will be re-scheduled for the spring. 
 
The Charity Fair will be held at the Town Hall on Saturday, 5th March from 10am 
to 4pm.  This will be hosted by Morpeth Parish and provide an opportunity for 
any church group in the town to fundraise for their chosen charity.  The PCC 
agreed that the invitation should be extended to other organisations such as the 
Castle Morpeth Disability Trust and Barnabas. 
  
St Mary’s Church Roof  Repair. The Chancellor has given permission to repair the 
roof ‘like for like’ at a cost of £9,000.  A proportion of this cost can be reclaimed  
from the insurers. The Rector will convene the Standing Committee to decide on 
PCC asked how much of this will be covered by the Insurance Company.  RM to 
look into this and the PCC agreed that the Standing Committee make the final 
decision. 
  
The PCC needs to be aware of the projected expenditure and projected shortfall. 
All options to try and reduce the shortfall in the parish share need to be 
explored, including setting fixed budgets, reducing expenditure and increasing 
planned giving.  This also needs to be publicised more. Sally Keith to reconvene 
the Parish Giving Working Group to explore the finance issues and to invite Tony 
Curtis to attend the meeting.   
 
The Local Ministry Group meeting scheduled in November with Judy Hirst had to 
be cancelled and will be re-arranged for the spring.  Judy is back at work and is 
pursuing a new mentor for the group. A healing meeting is to be arranged with 
Peter Bryars in early January to arrange training about praying with people who 
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are seeking healing. The group has been reviewing the Parish Plan and 
identifying areas where further progress can be made.  The next meeting will 
address the pastoral part and then go ahead and implement priorities.  The 
meetings have also included short Bible studies and sharing faith journeys as a 
way of getting to know each other better.  
 
The Clergy have looked at great length at the worship pattern.  The significant 
problem is the future staffing problems.  Non-Eucharist services can only be 
increased if we have sufficient staff.  It was agreed that readers would consider if 
this is a viable option, bearing in mind the significant workload of managing to 
cover all the services.  
 
Parish Hall Repairs – A grant application is now ready to be sent.   
 
Appeal from the Archbishop re St Barnabas College - Because of the parish’s 
financial problems, we are unable to contribute towards this appeal.  
 
Foundation Governor at All Saints School - Caroline Davis to continue as 
Foundation Governor.  
 
Planned Giving Recording - Ann & Ralph Lowe will be resigning from their duties 
of planned giving recording in mid 2011.  The PCC to think about who can take 
over this very important and sensitive role.   
 
Parish Hall hire charges 2011 - Charges to remain at £10 next year. 
 
Freda Whyte 

Can anyone help with ministry at the care homes in Morpeth, 
especially Northlands? The commitment is to visit once a 
fortnight. Please contact Mary Boyd (511106) or Jeremy 
(511593) for more details 
 
Can you spare a time to clean a pew or two at St Aidan’s? A 
few more people are needed on the cleaning rota. Please 

contact Pauline Ferguson on 518642 
 
Help is needed for occasional laundering and ironing of the servers’ robes at St 
James. If we could get them done every couple of months it would be a great 
help. Contact Val  Pope (515806) or Jean Mills (514924) 
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Mary McGregor 
14th January 1919  -  15th November 2010 

 
As you would expect, Mary‟s family received many cards and letters of 
condolence after her sudden death at home on November 15th. One letter 
to her daughter Ailsa summed up beautifully the Mary we were all 
privileged to know: “Mary was a legend in her own  lifetime! Such 
unstinting hospitality, energy, faith, love and commitment to so many 
people, causes and interests….and such an elegant lady right to the 
end….she always had such flair and sparkle!” 
 
I think we all know that when Mary came into a room, she made a 
difference. She was so interested in people and she simply loved talking. 
„Bored‟ was not a word in Mary‟s vocabulary. Early in 2010 she travelled to 
Hampshire for her grandson Andrew‟s wedding. Late at night, Mary was 
still going strong, while others around her were beginning to flag. At 11.30, 
it was suggested that it was time to go, to which Mary responded, “I‟m not 
ready to leave yet!” 
 
Mary was never one to stand on the sidelines—she got involved. With 
Keith she shared a love of history and together they enjoyed so many 
cultural holidays to Europe, visiting Germany, Italy, France and Spain, 
absorbing the art, the architecture and different ways of life and always 
with that openness of mind to new experiences. It was perhaps a far cry 
from those camping holidays on the West Coast of Scotland when the 
children were young, but no less enjoyable. Alpin recalled how his mother 
had sent them all out collecting blackberries, then made blackberry jam on 
a camping stove. That reminded me of meeting Mary in Morpeth once 
carrying a sack of carrots destined for the soup pan! She urged me to buy 
some, too, but it was a step too far for me. Not for Mary, though—she was 
the family said the “epitome of the make do and mend” generation. She 
made clothes, she knitted, she baked and cooked and until just twelve 
months ago, made her own bread. She puts may of us to shame! 
 
Living out at Stanton, it was, I am sure, really useful to be able to do all 
those things. Mary adapted totally to life in the country and became very 
much part of the communities at Stanton and Netherwitton and she will be 
much missed there. But she also knew the road to Morpeth like the back 
of her hand (and still drove it until a couple of months ago) in order to 
attend meetings and other activities. A letter from the Chair of the 
Antiquarian Society said: “I learnt about her deep and extensive 
knowledge of local history of all kinds; her tremendous intelligence, 
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kindness, intellect and competence as well as her willingness to help and 
take part in all that was going on. She came to the Antiquarians‟ meetings 
and excursions and offered to give talks on members‟ nights. She is 
irreplaceable in so many respects.” 
At one time, Mary belonged to the National Council of Women, 
representing both the District and the County and I haven‟t even 
mentioned that for several years was also a Social Worker at St Mary‟s 
Hospital, Stannington and lent her talents to Amateur Dramatics with the 
Ulgham Players. 
 
Mary and her faith were inseparable. She lived it, she breathed it, she 
loved to discuss matters of belief and current issues in the Church. 
Committed as she was to Church and Parish life, she never lost sight of 
the larger perspective of belonging to a world-wide community of faith. 
She was passionate about the work of the Mothers Union at home and 
abroad and as Enrolling Member here in Morpeth, she led the Branch with 
inspiration, enthusiasm and energy. She and Keith hosted lovely MU 
social afternoons and evenings at Stanton which remain in the memory as 
very happy occasions indeed. 
 
She possessed a great conviction of God‟s care and sustenance of this 
world and she understood the words of Luke about where your treasure is, 
there your heart is also, for Mary found the ground of her being in her faith 
in God and it influenced others. She served for many years on the PCC; 
she cleaned the brasses and until recently she arranged the flowers. She 
was still singing in the choir; still reading lessons; still offering prayers of 
intercession in public worship. Mary also went to all the social events in 
the Parish. Just two years ago she gave a witty, incisive and largely 
impromptu reply on behalf of “The Ladies” at the Burns Night Supper. 
 
But at the heart of Mary‟s life was her family—the “very, very happy 
home.” There is a lovely photograph at Stanton of Mary‟s 90th birthday 
celebrations in North Berwick, surrounded by children, grandchildren and 
great grandchildren. She was so interested in in all they did and so very 
proud of all of them. 
 
Mary was a remarkable person. She remained resourceful, independent, 
stylish and such good company right till the end. She left this world as she 
would have wanted to—suddenly—at home at Stanton. We have all been 
enriched by knowing her and thank God for her love and friendship and 
the example of her faith. 
Revd Maureen Chester’s address at Mary’s funeral service in St 
James on December’ 3rd 2010 
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Pat Baker writes…….. 
 

Mary McGregor. R.I.P. 
 
It was with great sadness that the Parish learnt of the death of Mary on 15th 
November. We have all lost a true friend. 
I first got to know Mary when she was a young mother living at Thorp Avenue 
having just joined with the young members of the Mother's Union. 
Mary always had a smile and greeting for everyone , was  always friendly and 
had a wide interest in many things. The Morpeth Mother's Union was of great 
importance to her and over the years she worked hard for the branch, Deanery 
branches and Diocesan organisation. Her deep religious faith had a profound 
influence on all she did and-said. 
In the Parish Mary was a member of the P.C.C. where she often introduced 
forward looking ideas. She was always ready to take part in Parish activities, 
even organising many of them and was a loyal choir member and great 
supporter of all three Churches. 
Having an interest in local history Mary was an active member of Morpeth 
Antiquarian Society to which she often gave interesting and amusing talks. She 
was an avid reader of books and kept up to date with world politics. With her 
husband, Keith, many holidays were taken in Italy to appreciate and admire the 
Roman architecture. 
Visitors to Stanton Hide were always made most welcome , Mary's hospitality 
and cooking were much appreciated and admired and she loved to show you 
around the garden and woods as she quoted-the Latin names of the plants and 
trees! 
When thinking of Mary you can't help smiling and thinking of all the amusing 
occasions and things she said, I think of the time she danced up the Church aisle 
on the arm of a curate! (The Revd. Stephen Liddle—I saw that, too—Ed!) 
Mary always looked smart and dignified and refused to become an ‘old lady’. In 
fact the evening before she died she told me that she was licensing her car for 
another twelve months! 
As most of you know, I and a friend found Mary had died. We must be grateful 
that she had her wish to die suddenly and peacefully at home. Many members of 
the Parish will miss Mary and we wish to convey to Ewan, Ailsa , Alpin and her 
grandchildren our sympathy and to thank God for her life amongst us. 
 
(On the next page are some extracts from Mary’s Memory Book, which is being compiled 
by Chris McPhillips , to be sent to Mary’s family from her Parish friends.  You  can contact 
Chris on 512418 if you would like to add to the messages.) 
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From Mary’s Memory Book 
 
“I will never forget Mary dancing down the aisle in St James, the picture of 
poetry in motion, joie de vivre and mischief!”  Chris McPhillips 
“I loved that pair of brown chisel-toed shoes! What an elegant woman. Much 
loved and very much missed”    Val Pope 
“Mary! Big character! Big hats! They broke the mould.”   Alan & Liz Purdue 
 
“I remember the ‘Flower Power’ ( a psychedelic van) standing outside number 
28, much to Mary’s displeasure!”     Jean Mills 
 
“A special visit just before she died. We had a wonderful greeting and sat with 
her all afternoon, chatting, then….lo and behold...a beautiful cake she had made 
for our visit. Just typical Mary. Always the same!”  Mary Boyd & Edith Coates 
 
“Mary was a wonderful lady—always welcoming and interested in people of all 
ages. At 90 she had more energy than I did at 50!”  Harriet Gilfillan. 
 
“It was a privilege to know Mary and remember the fun we had at Stanton with 
Lenten Lunches”.       Pat Shaw 
 
“Wonderful Mary. She always kept me in line. Much loved.” Dave Pope 
 
“Many, many thanks to you, Mary for having been on the Governing body of the 
Church First School which gave me the privilege & joy of being Head Teacher for 
15 ½ years. Many thanks to me for your support and the school now knows why 
you were so pleased that its name was changed to All Saints.” 
        David Sunderland  
We first met Mary at a staff Christmas function in 1974. Someone put music on 
for the eightsome reel and the first person on the floor was Mary! She was an 
amazing lady then and throughout her life.”  Harry & Denise Storey  
 

“A very special friend and person. Mary graced our relationship first in 1979 

when we came to live in Morpeth. Over the years she has been a beacon. She 

was always there and involved especially in the Christian family. You are deeply 

loved and will be with us till we meet again. Love in God’s Grace.” 

      Richard, Linda & Alison Wheatley  
 
“A huge privilege to have known Mary. She was a very special lady and has left 

a huge void in our Church life.”    Pauline Ferguson 
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RICHARD 

CLAPPERTON  
Time Served, Fully Qualified, 

Experienced Painter & Decorator  
CSCS Registered  

 

43 Abbots Way, Kirkhill, Morpeth NE61 2LZ  

Tel: 01670 517796 Mob: 07941133629  

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES  

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMPLETE FUNERAL SERVICE 

J.W. Peters  
Family Firm Established 1920 

§ Day & Night Service 

§ Very Competitive Prices 

§ Chapel of Rest 

§ Catering & Flower Arrangements 

Prepaid Funeral Plans. Written Details on request 

53 Bridge Street, Morpeth  01670 517117 

 
Effective  
Affordable  
Websites  

 
Web design  
Small business support  
Local area networking  
Wireless networking  
Database design  

Dave Pope  
(Member of International Webmasters Association)  
 

Tel:   01670 515806  
Fax:  01670 519520  

Mob: 0771 414 3640  
dpope@morpethnet.co.uk  

http://www.morpethnet.co.uk  
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 Morpeth and Mitford Churches Together 
 Refugee Support Groupτ January2011 

This month we give thanks for the memory of Sheila McKellar the generous and 
lovely lady who has given us free and unimpeded access to her garage to store 
our goods for the last few years. It has been a tremendous help  towards our 
efforts. In due time no doubt we shall change address,  but you will be advised 
when that time comes. 
Just because Christmas is over  the need for help for the destitute does not end, 
indeed in the winter weather it becomes more urgent. For this reason do please 
keep up the supplies of food and warm clothing. 
In view of my lack of time for report writing just now  you might like to access 
the internet address of  Common Ground-www,eaassg.org.uk and perhaps catch 
up with some of the news on their site..  
With best wishes to all our donors and helpers-Joy Wight(515990)  

New Year Snippets & Jokes 
The Senility Prayer 
(NOT the Serenity prayer) 
Grant me the senility to forget the people I never liked anyway,  
the good fortune to run into the ones I do like, 
and the eyesight to tell the difference! 
 Hearing is not believing 
A wise schoolteacher sent this note to all parents on the first day of school: "If 
you promise not to believe everything your child says happens at school, I'll 
promise not to believe everything he or she says happens at home." 
 From Google 
Deliver us.....  I had been teaching my three-year old daughter, Cathy,  the Lord's 
Prayer.  Then one evening she attempted it solo.  I listened with pride as she 
carefully enunciated each word, right up to the end of the prayer. "Lead us not 
into temptation," she prayed, "but deliver us some e-mail. Amen."  
 Chris McPhillips 
The Pattering of Tiny Feet from the East End 
Val Pope’s Goddaughter, Helen, whose wedding took place in May 2010, is now 
expecting her first child.  I think that’s what her Mum, Sylvia was telling me on 
the phone, between the screams of delight and incoherent soon-to-be-a-
Grandmother babble. If it is a boy I will invest in a set of all the London Taxi Driv-
ers ‘Blue Books’ so he can do the ‘knowledge’ early and be a cabbie like his Dad 
and Grandad. If it is a girl, I will to open an account at Harrods, which she cannot 
access till she is 21, when there could be enough credit available for her to buy a 
pair of very high heels and a lipstick.   Val Pope 
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Parish of Morpeth       Mothersõ Union 

Programme for 2011  
  

Venue: St James Church unless otherwise stated.  

  

Sat. 
15 Jan 

  

10.00am 
– 12.00 
noon 

  

Drop in coffee morning 
at 19 Bankside 

Mon 
11th July 

  

3pm Strawberry Tea at 19 Bankside 

Mon 
14th Feb 

  

  
2.00pm 

AGM 
Speaker - Canon Pat 

Johnson 
The MU Annual Theme 

  
- 
  

  
- 
  

  
August – no Meeting 

  

Mon 
14th 
Mar 

  

  
2.00pm 

  

Lenten Address 
Revd Jeremy Cooper 

  

Mon 
12th 
Sept 

  

  
2.00pm 

  

Deanery Quiet afternoon 
St James’ Church 

  

Mon 
11th 
April 

  

  
5.00pm 

  

Communion 
followed by Tea & Hot 

Cross Buns 
  

Mon 
10th 
Oct 

  

  
2.00pm 

  

Julie Young speaking about 
“The Refuge” 

  

Mon 
9th May 

  

  
7.30pm 

  

Speaker from ‘Relate’ 
  

Mon 
14th 
Nov 

  

  
2.00pm 

  

Revd Lorna Beadle 
Advent Waiting 

  

Mon 
13th 
June 

7.30pm Overseas Night 
Speakers: Revd Robert 

and 
Mrs Susan McLean 

Mon 
12th Dec 

  
7.30pm 

Advent Carol Service 
in St James’ Church 

Corporate Communion on 1st Friday in 

the month (except Jan. and Aug.) at St 

James at 10.00am.  
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Lifestyle Christian Books  

and Music 
 

Books, cards, reading notes, teaching materials  
CD’s & DVD’s for your personal and Church needs 

 Recorders & music stands a speciality  
Always a welcome and personal service  

Email: lifestylecbm@connectfree.co.uk  

1 Chantry Place, Morpeth Tel. 504209  

 

 

Rutherfords more than happy 
To support the local community 

RUTHERFORD & CO 

10-16 Bridge Street Morpeth 

Monday to Saturday 9.00 amñ5.30 pm (01670 512458) 

Then please contact me, Bob Godfrey, for further information about 
learning at home on your own PC, with low cost computer lessons tailored 

to suit the needs of all age groups. 

Frustrated ?  
but want to learn how to  

or  

 

22 Cypress Crescent Blyth, NE24 2NB 01670 359276 or 07880 815609   

LEARN- IT@HOME  
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Important News 
 

The Church of England has published its latest information about parish income 
and expenditure and trends in ministry numbers in Church Statistics 2008/9.  
PARISH INCOME 
Despite the difficult economic times, parishioners' tax-efficient planned giving 
continued to increase in 2008, reaching an average of £9.77 a week, while the 
total income of parishes exceeded £900 million for the first time at £925 million. 
Total voluntary income rose to £505 million or £8.31 per electoral roll member 
per week. At the same time, total parish expenditure rose to £874 million, with 
nearly £52 million of this being donations made by parishes to external charities. 
 
Dr John Preston, the Church's National Stewardship and Resources Officer, said: 
"Giving to parishes in 2008 saw an increase to record levels, a sign of the high 
level of commitment that so many have to supporting their local parish church. 
Legacy giving has also bucked the national trend - reaching the highest ever level 
- of £48.1 million." 
 

Pray with your shoes  
When the rush of Christmas is over, we tumble into the New 
Year, sleep for a couple of days, take down the decorations 

and plod back to work, school or our normal routines. There’s a pleasure about 
getting back to normality, but there’s also the challenge of looking forward to 
what the year will bring. 
Not all of us want this new year. For some of us we know it will bring separations 
and loss: children growing up and growing away, moving away, family and 
friends moving on. For some of us it brings extra work as we take on new 
responsibilities, study for exams, look after others. For some we have to start 
again; to learn to be on our own, perhaps through moving away or the loss of 
those we have lived with for many years and decades. 
 
Just for this month, while you put on your shoes, ask God to be with you in the 
day ahead. To walk ahead of you, to be by your side and close behind you: to 
surround you with his presence. For it is his day that we are walking into and not 
ours. Let his will be done, and not ours.  
And then as you take your shoes off, see what you can thank God for from that 
day together. To help to remind you, why not leave a single shoe by the main 
door – that might get visitors asking too. 
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George Fox 
Founder of the Society of Friends 

 
The thirteenth of January is the day on which George Fox is commemorated.  
He was born at Fenny Drayton in Leicestershire in 1624, his father was a weaver 
and he was himself apprenticed to a shoe maker. At 19 years of age he became 
something of a wayfarer for about three years, loosening all his ties with his 
family and friends. The 'Inner Light of the Living Christ' became his watchword in 
1646 and he began to preach that the truth could only be found through the 
Inner Voice speaking directly to each soul. His society of 'The Friends of Truth' 
was formed about this time, clearly a protest against the authoritarianism of the 
Presbyterian system and many believers followed. 
 
Because of welcoming God into the soul often whilst in a state of trance, which 
caused much body movement, they were nicknamed the Quakers in 1650, 
although meant as a term of abuse, it quickly became a name they themselves 
adopted. 
 
Fox spent several spells in gaol because of his determination to preach where he 
would and what he willed; he also made many journeys around England, on the 
continent and to North America and the West Indies. He had a charismatic 
personality combined with excellent organisational ability, which proved a solid 
foundation for ensuring the continuance of his beliefs and practices. He died on 
13th January, 1691. 
 
In the Cumbria town of Kendal there is a Quaker 'centre' where you can visit 'The 
House of Tapestry.' I was fortunate to be able to visit this a few years ago. The 
many tapestries forming pictures along the walls have all been embroidered by 
Quakers and they show the history of the Society of Friends and the many 
philanthropic activities in which they have been involved, especially those 
concerned with the welfare of Children and their education. So if you ever have a 
chance to visit Kendal do try to go to the Quaker Centre.. 
 
Pat Baker 
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How to survive your coming year  
 
The Rev Dr Roger Roberts, senior pastor of the International Baptist Church in 
Brussels, recalls his football days - and finds parallels in how to survive modern 
life.  
 
What does 2011 hold for you? Are big problems looming ahead? Are you worried 
you could get hurt? Life can be like a rough competitive sport. Even your friends 
around you can help you only so much. Every time you take a step towards your 
goal, your enemies bring you down to earth with a thud. 
 
American football players know the dangers of getting hurt ‘out there’. As one 
recalls: ‘I played scholastic American football for ten years. I wasn’t especially big 
as far as football players are measured, and I often got hurt by blows from bigger 
players and hard contact.’ 
 
Yet that young player, never once in ten years, missed a game. ‘For although I 
was often hurt, I was never injured. I was competitive and durable. I have strong 
bones and a hard head!’ As 2011 gets underway, how can you make sure that 
you will be like him – strong and durable? How do you keep going when life’s 
problems tower over you?  
 
This American football player is also a Christian, and he has found: ‘If you turn to 
God, and put your trust in Christ, then though you may often be hurt, your deep 
inner self will never be injured – never harmed. God’s people are not sheltered 
from being attacked or hurt, or even from physical suffering and untimely death 
from martyrdom. But we are kept from injury to our spirits and our faith. 
 
‘Jesus teaches us that the way to overcome fear of our circumstances is to have 
faith in him – to trust in his love and care and seek to honour him as our Lord. 
Throughout the gospels, Jesus commands fearful people to replace fear with 
faith, as when he rebuked the fear of the disciples in the storm (Mathew 8:26).  
 
‘Faith in Christ is a powerful force! It subdues our fears and enables us to trust 
that even though we don’t know what the future holds, we know who holds the 
future. God doesn’t initiate evil in this fallen world, but he does allow it, and it 
can hurt! But if you turn to God, he will transform your problems into occasions 
for helping you grow. Then you may be hurt this coming year, but you will NOT 
be harmed.’ 
From the Parish Pump site 
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How to share your faith  without getting hurt  
Have you ever noticed that you tend to meet two kinds of non-Christians in this 
world? The first kind is not particularly FOR Christianity, but not especially 
AGAINST it, either. They are simply curious, with honest questions about what 
you believe. The Bible has guidance for us when we meet this kind of person. 
‘Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the 
reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.’ (1 
Peter 3:15) So – when this person wants to talk to you, a gracious, serious 
conversation will ensue!  
Then there is the other type of non-Christian – those who react with aggression 
and anger. They do NOT want to know. They scoff and bristle if the subject 
comes up. The Bible also offers some guidance here: don’t waste your time with 
such people. Jesus is very blunt: ‘Do not throw pearls to pigs… they may trample 
them under their feet, and then turn and tear you to pieces.’ If you have ever 
been in a social gathering and tried to share something that matters deeply to 
you about God, only to be reviled and mocked by someone there, you will know 
how that feels! The Bible advises you not to let yourself get hurt in this way. 
Christians are not to be ‘storm troopers’ for the Kingdom of God, charging into 
hostile enemy territory and gunning for people to be converted. Instead, we are 
urged to ‘keep in step with the Spirit’ (Galatians 5:25), and to follow where God 
is already going in someone’s life.  
 

In search of a New Year’s Resolution?  
As well as your New Year diet, here is another resolution for the year ahead. 
Everyone has heard of it – but who do you know that has really tried it? It is 
found in the Sermon on the Mount, and is one of the most famous things that 
Jesus ever said. It is also without parallel in all the teachings of the world.  
Several religions urge followers to refrain from harming others. That is a first 
step towards building a just society. But only Jesus said that we should live our 
lives actively seeking to do good to others. It is an attitude warm with generosity, 
with kindness, brimming with quiet graciousness and compassion. We are to go 
out of our way to encourage the depressed, to forgive those who have harmed 
us, to help those in need.  
To refrain from doing injustice takes strong self-control. To live caring for others 
takes something more – a life-attitude of self-sacrificial love. Such love we see 
first in Jesus, in his death for our sins on the cross. When we follow him, our 
Heavenly Father wants to see his Son’s characteristics grow in our lives. If we are 
his children, he expects a family likeness!  
So – here is a challenge for 2011: ‘In everything, do to others what you would 
have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.’ The alternative 
is not an option! 
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SEWING & ALTERATIONS  LAUNDRY  DRY CLEANING 

We also Clean Duvets, Curtains and Light Furnishings 
and offer a Pressing and Ironing Service 

Jeannette Allen 

25 Grange Road, Stobhill Grange, Morpeth NE61 2TW 

Tel: 01670 514084 

 

JOHN SMAIL & SONS  

40 Bridge Street Morpeth 
Tel. Morpeth 512643 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Ironmongery Tools 

Garden Products Glass & Chinaware 

Kitchenware Footwear Key Cutting 

Contemporary & Traditional Furniture 

Oriental Rugs 

Stewart & Co At Meldon Park  
Meldon Park (5 minutes from Dyke Neuk pub), Morpeth, Northumberland  NE61 3SW 01670 772 013  

emily@stewartandcofinefood.co.uk I www.stewartandcofinefood.co.uk  

 

 

Café & Fine Food Store   Locally Sourced Meat  

Local Gifts & Crafts  

Victorian Walled Garden  Kids Play Area  

 
Open Weds -Fri 10.30am-4pm Sat & Sun 10am -5pm  

(we do a great Sunday Roast Dinneré) 

Also available for function & event hire  
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    Lifepath is big Scripture Union event for first and middle school children being 
held at Brinkburn Priory from 13th - 17th June 2011. It will centre round getting 
children involved with how people lived in previous centuries, what it was like 
being a Christian in then and the relevance of the same Christian message to 
today's world. A variety of hands on workshops will be held for children to 
participate in. A number of local churches are involved.  All support - prayer, 
volunteers, and finance gratefully received. Please contact the Mustard Tree 
Trust 511001. 
 
Lindsay Gilfillan 
 
(Lindsay is a Trustee of the Mustard Tree Trust in Morpeth. He may well appear 
in costume as a medieval apothecary at some point during the week in June, 
but has as yet given no guarantees, although rumour has it that he is practising 
his potion-skills and learning Latin and Greek.τEd.) 
 
The Mustard Tree Trust fulfils a major role in linking schools, churches and local 
communities in Northumberland offering a range of activities for young people 
from drop-ins, youth clubs and school assemblies.  
 
This exciting and demanding work maintains a valuable presence in the life of 
the community and is recognised as such by church leaders and senior 
educationalists throughout the area. 
 
We are currently involved in 30 schools providing regular assemblies, lunchtime 
and after-school activities, and running a number of youth clubs.  
 
We work in partnership with schools, churches, local Councils and other youth-
focussed organisations to provide young people with opportunities to develop 
their gifts and skills and to take on responsibility for pioneering new initiatives in 
schools, churches and the local community. 
 
The Trust has well-established links with ‘Youth for Christ’ and ‘Scripture Union’. 
From the MT website—see more on www.mustardtreetrust.org  
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Recipe of the month 
White chocolate, lemon and raspberry muffins  

 

This year (2011) the well-known Christian conference centre, The Hayes, at 
Swanwick in Derbyshire, celebrates its centenary, so the Christian Conference 
Trust, which runs The Hayes, are sharing with us a number of their most popular 
recipes....here is the first one! It is supplied by David Gregory – a chef at The 
Hayes Conference Centre in Swanwick, Derbyshire. (More details at 
www.cct.org.uk/thehayes) 
 
These muffins are very quick and easy to make. All you need to do is mix the dry 
ingredients with the wet and mix briefly. The lumpier the mixture, the lighter 
your muffins will be. 
 
300g Self raising flour 
1 tsp Baking powder 
4 tsp Butter 
80g Sugar 
100g Raspberries 
150g Chopped white chocolate 
Grated peel of a lemon 
2 Eggs lightly beaten 
225ml Milk 
 
These ingredients will make 12 portions. 
 
1. Preheat the oven to 200c. Line a 12-cup muffin tin with grease paper. 
2. Mix the flour, baking powder and butter until it looks like breadcrumbs.  
3. Stir in the sugar, chocolate, raspberries and lemon peel.  
4. Whisk together the eggs and milk in a jug, then pour this into the dry 

mixture. 
5. Mix briefly and do not worry if the mixture looks lumpy.  
6. Spoon the batter into the muffin cases and bake until well risen, golden 

and firm.  
 
Cooking time approx 18 to 20 minutes.  
Serve warm or cold. 
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Ron Harrison writes……… 
 
Moses Horns 
 
Several readers of the November Concord have noticed that the drawing of 
Michelangelo’s statue of Moses in  the Basilica di St Pietro (the Church of the 
Chains) in Rome, has devil-like horns on its head. This type of symbolism was 
considered to be common by Michelangelo, who was a keen student of ancient 
times. The prophet with horns on his head showed the connection with God, not 
the Devil. 
This problem has been a difficulty for historians, when trying to make symbols 
from the ancient past mean the same today as they did yesterday. Even folk in 
the first century had trouble with symbols.  
In the very early church, there was great controversy over the title ‘Christ’, which 
can be translated or understood as referring to’rank or position’. Christians 
seemed to have difficulty in replacing ‘Jesus’ with ‘Christ’ - not like we have to-
day. The early fish symbol which was an indication of Christianity was replaced 
by the cross, which was felt to have greater significance. 
The major problem is,  and was that of the ‘hand and mouth’ means of commu-
nication in society. The rapid spread of Christianity in the early centuries was 
spread by people talking to one another, not by what was written down 
It was probably not until the fourth century that the canons of Christianity were 
written down, almost 400 years after the death of Jesus Christ. At least the 
‘approved’ version was. 
The message and messengers before then must have been very strong to practi-
cally cover the whole of the known world with Christian beliefs, so soon after the 
death of Jesus Christ.  
 
Love, not gifts 
 
Gifts were taken by the Wise Men to Jesus—very expensive ones, too. One 
sometimes wonders about the effect the commercial pressure to buy things for 
Christmas has on society today. To find the time and money to buy things for 
Christmas is a problem for most people, but particularly for those who are poor. 
Perhaps commerce has taken the gift business too far and Christians should try 
to slow things down a little, with words like “Love, not gifts for Christmas”. 
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The Bible Reading Fellowship 
 

I can honestly say that I have never written this B.R.F. article in such appalling 
weather conditions and I am hoping that people who have suffered because of 
them will feel like turning to God for help and support and may therefore turn to 
His book.   
 
There are three B.R.F. booklets in a year  (May to August,  September to 
December and January to April). I always encourage people to buy for the whole 
year as Douglas at Lifestyle Christian Books & Music gives us such an excellent 
discount  which I show below. He has not changed the prices from last year. 
The three books are:-  
 
Guidelines  which offers in-depth study and commentary, covering Biblical books 
and themes. It is divided into daily readings arranged in weekly units. Each 
section includes an introduction and points for thought and prayer. This is for 
people who like to face a challenge. 
New Daylight  which offers four months of  daily Bible reading and comment for 
those looking for an accessible way into studying the Bible. The regular team of 
contributors is drawn from a wide range of church backgrounds and they provide 
a short bible passage for each day (text included) , comments and prayer or 
points for reflection. 
Day by Day with God is similar to New Daylight but written by women for 
women. 
  

¶ Guidelines £11.00 instead of £14.40, saves £3.40. 

¶ New Daylight £11.00 instead of £14.40, saves £3.40. 

¶ Day by Day with God  £11.50 instead of £14.85, saves £3.35. 
 
If you are interested, please send me your orders AS SOON AS POSSIBLE and the 
books will be delivered to you. If paying by cheque please make it out to 
"Lifestyle Books and Music"  and let me have your payment by February 14th. 
 
 
Chris McPhillips, 15 Lindisfarne Lane, Morpeth, NE61 2UR, tel. 01670512418, 
email montymac@talktalk.net. 
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G C Electrical Services 
  

17th Edition Qualified  

Part P Registered  

Full or Part Rewires  

New Consumer Units  

All work certified and guaranteed  

For your entire domestic electrical needs  

No job too small  

For a free estimate call Gary on 07787471742 

DEREKôS HANDY-MAN SERVICES 

Phil Walker Wealth Management 
 

I offer specialist advice in a wide range of areas including: 
 

¶ Investment Growth 

¶ Retirement Planning 

¶ Inheritance Tax Saving 

¶ Long Term Care Planning 
For further details contact: 

Phil Walker Dip PFS@ Appleby House Castle Square Morpeth 

Tel: 01670 517938 or 07711 556332 

Email: phil.walker@sjpp.co.uk Web: sjpp.co.uk/philwalker 

PLUMBING - SHOWERS &  

BATHROOMS FITTED   TILING 

  ELECTRICS      JOINERY  

  PAINTING & DECORATING      

     GARDEN WALLS     FENCING 

               PATIOS & PAVING                         

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

PHONE DEREK ON  

07774094850 / 07818887157  

QUALITY  

WORK 

AT  

REASONABLE 

RATES  

 

FRIENDLY  & 

RELIABLE  

SERVICE 
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A Litany for New Year’s Eve 
 
As the old year comes to its close and a new one begins, you might like to take a little 
time reflect and pray by lighting seven candles, keeping a time of silence between each 
section of this little litany for New Year’s Eve.  
 
Radiant God, light for all people and all places, by the guidance of a star you led the 
Wise Men to worship the Christ Child. 
By the light of faith lead us to worship you in peace and love and guide us in your way.  
We pray in the name of Christ, light of the world. 
 
Lighting of the first candle 
 
We light this candle remembering the children who were baptised this year. It beams that 
all children may be able to grow up receiving affection and protection. 
 
Thus says God: Fear not, for I have redeemed you, I have called you by your name, you 
are mine.  (Isaiah 43:1) 
 
Lighting of the second candle 
 
We light this candle bearing in mind all married couples; those who are newly wed and 
those who have celebrated wedding anniversaries. This light beams for their mutual 
happiness, for their strength to uphold each other even in difficult situations. 
 
God is love and he who abides in love abides in God and God abides in him (1 John 4:16) 
 
Lighting of the third candle 
 
We light this third candle remembering all those who have passed away this year, all for 
whom we have mourned and continue to mourn. It illuminates their final way to their 
eternal home. 
 
If we live, we live for the Lord. If we die we die for the Lord. But whether we live or die, 
we belong to the Lord. (Romans 14:8) 
 
Lighting of the fourth candle 
 
We light this light commemorating all people near or far, who had to live under wars and 
have suffered violence and anxiety. What they have suffered and endured needs your 
nearness, your comfort and your hope. 
 
And lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age. (Matthew 28:20) 
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Lighting of the fifth candle 
 
We light this candle recollecting all the marvellous things we have experienced in the past 
year. For greater and smaller moments. This light beams in order that we continue to 
enjoy the fortunes, the happiness and everything else we have received as a gift from the 
One who comforts us, saying: 
 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. (Philippians 4:4) 
 
Lighting of the sixth candle 
 
We light this candle mindful of the people who have committed themselves very much, 
even put their lives at risk, for the sake of maintaining freedom and reconciliation and for 
facilitating living and working together without giving way to violence and hatred. It burns 
for those who have not lost hope, even in the midst of experiences of powerlessness and 
suffering. They have put their hope in God, who has promised us: 
 
For I certainly know the plans I have for you, plans for welfare and not for evil and I give 
you a future and a hope. (Jeremiah 29:11) 
 
Lighting of the seventh candle 
 
We light the seventh candle having each and every one of our family and friends in mind, 
bearing each other in our strengths and weaknesses, anxieties and hopes. It illuminated 
the ways we have gladly gone through and even guided us on paths where we didn’t want 
to go. It will continue to shine for each and every one of us in the coming year so that we 
will be able to say: 
 
Commend your ways to the Lord and hope in him, he will make them good (Psalm 37:5) 
 
Small birds blowing like ash on the wind, prepare to leave, as nights draw in and days 
are short. But the darkest and the coldest time is also the brightest time: 
O Christmas Christ, the radiance around the moon is not as fair as the radiance around 
your head. 
O Holy One, the majesty of the winter sea is not as glorious as your majesty. 
 
At the departing times, the coldest times of our lives; and the times of expectancy, at 
the times of intersection, when hard choices have to be made, be with us, Prince of 
Peace. 
 
Grant us warmth, grant us calm, grant us hope on our journey into a New Year 
 
Amen 
 
Litany from Sinfonia Oecumenica, Germany.  Poem by  Kate McIlhagga 
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When it comes to your Special Occasion call us for expert advice 

 

F.H.Hardy 
The Florists of Morpeth 

for style and imagination 
54 Newgate Street, Morpeth 

 
Teleflorist Agent Telephone (01670) 512939 

mrscfair@btconnect.com 

Counsellor and Reiki Practitioner 

 
I am a Christian Counsellor, trained in Person Centred and 
Bereavement Counselling with experience in particular with 

workplace stress and depression. 
Reiki is a non-invasive therapy which tunes in to  

God‟s healing power. It is deeply relaxing, calming and gentle 
and may be used safely by all ages, in any situation. 

 

Marian Bell, B.Sc.(Hons) F.D.A. (Couns.) M.C.Th.A 

Watson House, Oldgate, Morpeth 01670 511293 

Applebyôs Bookshop 
60 Newgate Street 

Morpeth 
Northumberland 

NE61 1BE 
01670 512960 

 
Order and now pay online with all major credit cards.  

Order online and save ££££‟s 
www.applebysbookshop.co.uk 
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PARISH DIARY  JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2011 
 

 
Jan 5th  Concord Editorial Meeting 
Jan 14th  Deadline for articles for Concord 
Jan 16th  Revd R McLean installed as Honorary Canon at 
   St Nicholas‟ Cathedral 
Jan 17th  Messy Church Planning Meeting 
Jan 20th  Concord Collation at the Parish Hall 
Feb 1st  St Mary‟s CMC  
Feb 8th  St James‟ CMC 
Feb 9th  Concord Editorial Meeting 
Feb 15th  St Aidan‟s CMC 
Feb 22nd  Standing Committee 

 

PARISH  REGISTERS  
  
 
 Holy Matrimony: 
 

 November Paul David Houghton and Suzanne Hunter 
     
     
  R.I.P:   
    Mary Young 
 Agnes May Donnelly 

Free Handyman Service 
If you are over 60 , a single parent or have a disability  

of any kind and live in Northumberland, you can use the  
Castle Morpeth Disability Association’s handyman service. 

The handyman has over 30 years experience  
and the service you receive is guaranteed  

to be friendly, considerate, reliable and FREE 

 Do you need a small job done? Fitting curtain poles, light bulbs, shelving, 
mirrors; flat-pack furniture, or installing white goods (excluding cookers)? 

Then contact Stephen for an appointment on 01670 519575  
 



32 The Parish Cycle of Prayer  for January 

1st Naming & Circumcision of Christ Pray for peace for all the Nations 

2nd 2nd after Christmas May we be blessed with happiness 

3rd  May our houses be homes reflecting love 

4th  For all who are sick in body, mind or spirit 

5th  For all who are bereaved and sad 

6th EPIPHANY May we joyfully follow Christôs star 

7th  Open our eyes to Your love for us 

8th  Open our eyes and hearts to Your blessings 

9th Baptism of Christ Open our eyes to the needs of those around us 

10th William Laud, ArchBp. Pray for Rowan Williams 

11th  Open our eyes to the beauty of the earth 

12th Benedict Biscop, Scholar Pray for all teachers and pupils 

13th George Fox Founder of Quakers For children and young people who are abused 

14th  For all who feel inadequate 

15th  For those without sufficient food 

16th 2nd of Epiphany Bind us together in Your service 

17th  Pray for the Parish 

18th Week of Prayer for Christian Aid For Christians around the world 

19th  The people of Zimbabwe 

20th  The people of the Philippines 

21st  The people of Morpeth Australia 

22nd  For unity among the churches 

23rd 3rd of Epiphany For those who are seeking faith 

24th  For all looking for work 

25th Conversion of Paul For all who doubt the Christian faith 

26th Timothy & Titus Give thanks for  our friends 

27th  For those who have no friends 

28th Thomas Aquinas, Priest For a humble mind and a pure heart 

29th  For the blessing of life 

30th 4th of Epiphany May we bear witness to Your truth 

31st  For our country and its leaders 
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G. Rutherford 
(Fencing) 
Morpeth, Northumberland 

Tel: 01670 517032 

Mobile: 0850 327828 

 
TREATED DOMESTIC  FENCING 

SUPPLIED AND ERECTED 

Storm damage and repair ï gates ï patios ï  block  paving 

FREE ESTIMATES 

 

 
 
 
 

 

36 Bridge Street Morpeth NE61 1NL 
Close to Barclays Bank. 

 
Telephone 01670 510652 

Open Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 10am-4pm 
 

MENTAL HEALTH  

Morpeth Mental Health Group  

 
Offers help for people with 
mental health problems, 

their carers 
 and families. 

J.&D. SHEPHERD LTD  

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS  

7C OLD QUEENôS HEAD YARD MORPETH NE61 1PY 
Telephone 01670 517459 Fax 01670 511763 

 
All types of works and repairs undertaken 

Also tests and inspections 
 

REDRING Shower Agents 
Approved contractor for National Inspection Council for Electrical 

Installation Contracting & Northern Electric 
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PARISH OF MORPETH 

January 2011  
January 2nd Epiphany 
 St James   8.00am Holy Communion 
 St Aidan 10.00am Sung Eucharist 
 St Mary   6.00pm Choral Evensong  

 
 January 9th The Baptism of Christ 
 St James   8.00am Holy Communion 
 St Mary 10.00am Sung Eucharist 
            St James   6.00pm Evening Worship  
     
January 16th 2nd Sunday of Epiphany 
 St James   8.00am Holy Communion 
 St Aidan   9.00am Sung Eucharist 
 St Mary    10.00am Sung Eucharist 
            No Evening Worship 
 
January 23rd 3rd Sunday of Epiphany 
 St James   8.00am Holy Communion 
 St Aidan    10.00am igni†ion  
 St James 10.00am Sung Eucharist 
 St James   4.00pm United Morpeth Churches Ser-

vice 
 
January 30th Candlemas  
 St James   8.00am Holy Communion 
 St James 10.00am Sung Eucharist 
 St Mary   6.00pm Evening Prayer 
   

WEEKDAY SERVICES 
 

Mon   5.00pm St James Holy Communion  
Tue  1.45pm St Aidan Playtime Plus*  
Wed   9.15am  St Aidan  Holy Communion  
Thur 10.15am  St Mary  Holy Communion 
Fri 10.00am  St James  Holy Communion 

*Playtime Plus is held in term-time only 
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Concord Magazine 
Distribution 

Mr Eric Fisher Tel: 515401 (St. J) 
Mr Noel Common Tel: 516208 
 Mrs Val Langston Tel: 510779 (St M) 

óConcordô Editorial Committee 
 Julia Wood (511192) Pat Baker (503429) Chris McPhillips (512418)  

Val Pope (515806)  Sally Keith (515098) 
email contributions to: val@litnotes.co.uk  

Parish Website www.parishofmorpeth.org.uk  
óConcordô online at this site 

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS 

BOYS BRIGADE 
Manchester Street Headquarters 

Company Captain                Mr Kevin Purdy                                           531540              
Officer (Juniors)            Mr Clive Kemp                                            519723 
Officer (Anchors)           Mr Clive Kemp               519723 
Thursday   Juniors (8-11)      
Thursday   Anchors (6-8)      
Tuesday &  Friday  Company (11-18)     

GUIDES BROWNIES & RAINBOWS 
 

2nd St James Rainbows Monday,     All Saints School   
2nd St James Brownies Monday,     All Saints School   
2nd St James Guides Wednesday,    All Saints School   
St Aidan‟s Brownies             Wednesday, St Aidan‟s Church Hall  
3rd St Mary‟s Brownies Tuesday, Abbeyfields First School   
5th St Mary‟s Guides  Tuesday, Abbeyfields First School    
Further information from: Helen Carmichael, Tel 518498 

BEAVERS CUBS & SCOUTS 
4th Morpeth Beavers           Monday            HQ                                         
4th Morpeth Beavers           Thursday          HQ                                         
4th Morpeth Cubs                Tuesday           HQ                                          
4th Morpeth Cubs                Thursday          HQ                                          
4th Morpeth Scouts              Monday            HQ                                          
4th Morpeth Scouts              Wednesday     HQ                                          
6th Morpeth Beavers           Thursday          Methodist Church                   
6th Morpeth Cubs                Thursday          Methodist Church                   
6th Morpeth Scouts              Thursday          Methodist Church   
Explorer Scouts                    Friday               Methodist Church   

                 
Further information from:  Clive Rich District Commissioner 01670 511623  

 
Morpeth All Saints C of E Aided School  

Pinewood Drive Lancaster Park Morpeth 
Northumberland NE61 3RD 
Telephone : 01670 512803  

Head Teacher Mrs Pauline Molloy  
Chair of Governors  Mr David Simpson 



36 MORPETH PARISH INFORMATION 
Please visit our website on www.parishofmorpeth.org.uk 

Weekday Services  

St James (HC) St Mary (HC) St Aidan (HC) 

6.30 pm Monday 
10.00 am Friday 

10.15am Thursday 
 

9.15 am Wednesday 

St Georgeôs Hospital       11.00 am  Saturday  

Clergy and Staff 

Revd Robert McLean 
The Rectory 
Cottingwood Lane 
Tel: 513517 

Revd Maureen Chester 
10 Leland Place 
Kirkhill Tel: 514569  
(Wed, Thurs & Sun only) 

Revd Jeremy Cooper OLM 
13 Curlew  Hill 
Lancaster Park 
Tel.511593 

Revd. Tony Curtis 
23 Greenacres 
Kirkhill 
Tel: 514724 

Parish Readers  
Mrs Vivenne Sommerville  Tel: 513181  
Mrs Muriel Harris  (Reader Emeritus) Tel: 515579  
Mrs Wendy McKenzie Tel: 510311 

Parish Administrator  
Mrs Freda Whyte  
Tel: 503326 
Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri 9am-12 noon 

Churchwardens  
Sally Keith (Rector's Warden) Tel: 01670 515 098 
Pauline Ferguson 518642 
Paul Davis 510236 
Val Pope 515806 

Enquiries about Baptism and Marriage arrangements can be made at  
The Parish Office, The Parish Hall, Grange Road, Stobhill, Morpeth NE61 2TL.   
Monday - Friday 9.00am to 12.00 noon, or phone  01670 503326 at any time. 
email to: morpeth.parish@btconnect.com 

Organisations and Contacts  

Parish Treasurer 
Naomi Charlton 
Tel: 504453 

Gift Aid Secretary 
Mrs Barbara Wheeler 
Tel: 519664 

Electoral Roll Officer 
Mr Noel Common 
Tel: 516208 

Mothers Union Details from the Parish OfficeTel: 503326  

St Mary Sunday School 
Christine Stevenson 
Tel: 518882 
St James Junior Church 
Dr Lindsay Gilfillan 
Tel: 07736108772 

St Aidan Playtime Plus 
(for under 5s & their carers) 
1.45 pm during term-time  
at St Aidan's Church 
Contact: Parish Office  
Tel: 503326 

Planned Giving  
Mr & Mrs Ralph Lowe 
Tel: 514146 
 

Choirs  

St Mary 
Mr Colin Davidson 
Tel: 513381 

St James 
Mrs Harriet Gilfillan 
Tel: 07736108771 

St Aidan 
Mr Roy Beasley 
Tel: 514149 


