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While the earth remaineth,  
seedtime and harvest,  
and cold and heat,  
and summer and winter,  
and day and night  
shall not cease.  
 
Genesis 8:22  
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The Local Ministry Group 
 

Local Ministry attempts to help a church to recognise and support individual 
ƎƛŦǘǎΤ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
community and its people, working with others in matters of common concern in 
the community and in the world. 
 
A Local Ministry group in a Parish is set up to enable congregations to develop 
ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ ƳŀǘŎƘ ΩƴŜŜŘǎΩ ǿƛǘƘ ΩƎƛŦǘǎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ 
any Ordained Local Minister. 
 
The LMG here in Morpeth has been working diligently for several years and 
meets regularly to examine, assess and refine the Parish Plan, in partnership with 
the PCC to which the LMG reports its reflections. 
 
To refresh your memories, the five strands of the Parish Plan consider matters 
related to Pastoral care, Outreach, Worship, Organisation and Youth Work and 
the LMG is at present revisiting each of these areas to review and evaluate 
progress and also to prioritise specific goals. 
 
It might sometimes seem as though things move very slowly, but in fact there 
has been a good deal of positive progress in quite a number of areas. Several 
groups now meet regularly for prayer and Bible study; the refurbishment of the 
Parish Hall is under way;  social events are well attended and two people (Janet 
Hedley and Harriet Gilfillan) are now in training to become Readers. Jeremy 
/ƻƻǇŜǊ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ LƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀǘ {ǘ !ƛŘŀƴΩǎΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜƳ ƳƻǊŜ ΨƭŀŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ .ƻȅǎ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎŜǊƴ 
DƻŘΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ aƻǊǇŜǘƘΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴΣ 
the review process is taking shape and prayerful consideration of it is being 
undertaken by the Clergy team, Churchwardens and the members of the 
Worship Group.  
Newcastle Diocese has a Local Ministry Development Officer called Judy Hirst 
and she has been invited by the LMG to speak to Morpeth Parish on Saturday 
bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ мл ŀƳ ƛƴ {ǘ WŀƳŜǎΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ 
Fellowship Breakfast will be held that day from 9 am and you are warmly invited 
to come along and spend some time in fellowship before listening to Judy and 
ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ DƻŘΩǎ  Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ 
can be actively taken forward in Morpeth. 
Watch the weekly Pew Notes and the next magazine edition for further details. 
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Steeplechasing and Heritage Open Days 
 

Friday, Saturday & Sunday 10th, 11th & 12th September 2010 
 

The Northumbria Historic Churches Trust (NHCT) was set up in 1980 by 
the bishops of Durham and Newcastle.  It is one of over 30 similar 
independent county trusts in England, the aim of which is to help with 
the conservation of churches of historic or architectural value in their 
geographical area, mainly through providing financial assistance towards 
the cost of repairs.  The NHCT covers the Anglican dioceses of Durham 
and Newcastle: churches may be of any Christian denomination and must 
be in regular use for worship. 
 
NHCT Steeplechase is now part of the national  RIDE + STRIDE. Last year 
over 13.000 people took part in visiting churches all over England from 
Northumberland to Cornwall.  £1,500,000 was raised in total which goes 
to support & preserve our ancient churches.  This year over 10,000 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻǇŜƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎΣ {ǘ WŀƳŜǎ 
ϧ {ǘ !ƛŘŀƴΩǎΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘ  ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ 
take part in visiting all hose lovely churches.  Most importantly, we will 
ƴŜŜŘ {ǇƻƴǎƻǊǎΦ hƴ {!¢¦w5!¸  ммǘƘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ 
a day out in the countryside visiting historic churches and all in a good 
cause! Sponsor Forms are available from Janet Hedley, Julia Wood and 
Margaret Siggens  
 
Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ Σ {ǘ WŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ {ǘ !ƛŘŀƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
weekend as part of the Heritage Open Days programme, organised in 
conjunction with English Heritage and GMDT. There will be refreshments, 
ōƻƻƪǎǘŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŀǘ {ǘ WŀƳŜǎΩǎ ƻƴ {ǘŜŜǇƭŜŎƘŀǎŜ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ 
Afternoon Tea followed by a concert given by the popular Belford Singers 
ŦǊƻƳ п ǇƳ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ  мнǘƘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΣ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴ {ǘ WŀƳŜǎΩǎΦ {ŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾŜǊǘ 
on page 21 for ticket prices and contacts. Proceeds to Parish Funds. 
 
Details of the Heritage Open Days are to be found on the English Heritage 
website  
 
Val Pope 
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wƻƴ IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴΩǎ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ƻŦ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ 
illustration this month. 

The Parish Church of St Mary the Virgin, 
Morpeth, Northumberland 
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 The Cologne Chamber Orchestra 
  

 On Friday 23rd July Chris and I were privileged to be among the audience 
in St. James's Church listening to the young people of the Cologne 
Chamber Orchestra. The performance of "Summer"  from the well-known 
Four Seasons by Vivaldi reminded us of holidays in Italy and why 
shopkeepers in Venice have such high steps to keep out the rush of water 
down the narrow streets from the sudden heavy showers. The young solo 
violinist, who aslo led the orchestra, played his part so well that we could 
imagine the warm summer day suddenly interrupted by a heavy shower. 
This was followed by a suite by J S Bach for flute and orchestra, where the 
young flautist performed magnificently, as she did later in the 
Tchaikowsky 
          After the interval, there was more brilliance in Paganini's "Moses 
Variations" for cello and orchestra. Paganini is reputed to have composed 
music so difficult that only he could play it (at the time). It is said that for 
one concert other musicians removed three of the strings from his violin, 
but he then went on to play the entire concert using only one string! 
Inspired by this, he then composed this piece for cello and orchestra 
where the solo cellist has to play all of his part on one string, which to-
night's cellist did brilliantly.  
The  final piece in the programme was Elegy in Remembrance of J W 
Samarin, a lovely piece of brilliant playing from the orchestra and the 
young lady flautist.  
This was a wonderful concert which included not only outstanding 
performances from the three soloists but an exuberant performance by 
all of the orchestra. It was clearly an enjoyable experience for them as 
well as the audience who gave them a very enthusiastic round of 
applause.  
 
Just hen we thought it was all over, the lady who acted as cashier and 
compere and also played second violin stood up to thank us and said that 
as an encore they would play "Ave Verum Corpus" by W A Mozart. To our 
delight, she then SANG it to the accompaniment of the orchestra, and 
what a beautiful voice she had!  
John McPhillips  
 PS Chris thought the large lady who sang was a typical "Brunnhilde"!   
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The Pearl of Africa Childrenõs Choir  
Visit to Morpeth 13th ð 27th September 2010. 
  

¢ƘŜ ¦ƎŀƴŘŀƴ tŜŀǊƭ ƻŦ !ŦǊƛŎŀ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘƻƛǊ  ǘǿƻ ƳƻƴǘƘ нлмл ¦Y  ǘƻǳǊ 
will begin in Morpeth from 13th ς 27th September.  During their first visit 
to Morpeth in 2008 the choir gave some outstanding, highly energetic 
and colourful singing/dancing/drumming performances in Morpeth 
aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘŜ aŀȅƻǊΩǎ tŀǊƭƻǳǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ 
were received with much enthusiasm by children and adults alike. 
 
Concerts at Morpeth Methodist Church will be on Saturday 18th 
September and 25th September and there will be further concerts in 
schools in the area to which everyone is invited as well as a session in 
Morpeth Market Place on Saturday 18th September from 1.30pm ς 
оΦллǇƳ όCǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ΧŦƭȅŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǎǘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƴŜŀǊŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
time).  We hope to see you at one or more of the performances. 
 
¢ƘŜ tŜŀǊƭ ƻŦ !ŦǊƛŎŀ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘƻƛǊ [ǘŘ ƛǎ ŀ ¦Y ōŀǎŜŘ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅ 
(No. 1122809) and not for profit company with the prime purpose of 
helping and supporting the children of The Molly and Paul Childcare 
Foundation in Schools in Uganda, from which the choir is made up.  The 
choir visits the UK for the purposes of cultural exchange and to raise 
awareness and some of the desperately needed funds to help sustain and 
improve the standard of education, healthcare and living conditions in 
their schools.  The Molly and Paul foundation is a Christian organisation 
established in 1983 to build homes and schools for orphaned and 
destitute children in the Kampala and  Masaka districts of Uganda.  There 
are now seven schools with about 3000 pupils.  More information can be 
found on the website: www.pearlofafrica.org.uk. 
 
Morpeth POACC 2010 UK Tour Committee 
Marilyn Smith (member of Morpeth Methodist Church) 
(on behalf of Morpeth POACC Ltd 2010 Tour Committee)  
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 Morpeth and Mitford Churches Together  
Refugee Support Group  
August/September 2010. 

 
It has been good to be able to deliver three considerable consignments of food 
for the refugees in the last few weeks. The system of suggesting two particular 
items for the box in the vestibule each week has certainly boosted contributions. 
Clothes and household goods are still coming in. 
  In this issue I would like to say a little about the Emergency Fund at Common 
Ground. This is distinct from the Hardship Fund which supports the destitute. 
This is a slight misnomer-it is a small fund to help in a crisis but for other things 
too. For example it costs £60 to send new evidence from the Ivory Coast and 
they can contribute part,or they might help with necessary travel costs or some-
times make small loans. Both regular and occasional donations to this fund are 
very welcome. If you think you would like to help please mark any gift 
έ9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ CǳƴŘέΦ 
Human Rights Watch have produced a significant report on the impact of the fast 
track asylum system on women. So far 2,054 women have gone through he fast 
track  process, all held at Yarls Wood  Immigration Removal Centre at Bedford , 
about 96% were refused on the first hearing and government statistics show that 
91% of appeals were refused. The government remains committed to the fast 
track system despite criticism that the decision making is poor and claimants 
have inadequate legal advice. 
 
I hope my occasional explanations of various aspects of the asylum process help 
to enlarge on your understanding of some of the difficulties facing the clients 
depending for help at the two charities we support, and the good work of the 
volunteers there. 
 
Another reminder for the boxes in church: 
A basic bag of donated groceries for one person for one week usually contains 
1 small tin of meat (or a vegetarian alternative like red kidney beans), 2 tins of 
tomatoes, 1 small tin of fish, 1 small bag of sugar, 1 bag of rice or pasta, 1 tin of 
beans, 1 packet of biscuits, 1 toilet roll and toiletries e.g razor, toothbrush or 
sanitary protection. Nappies for babies, cooking oil, sugar, long-grain rice and 
tinned tomatoes are always in demand. Donations of clothing and shoes are also 
ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ƳŜƴΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴǎΩ ŀƴŘ ƭŀŘƛŜǎΩ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ 
needed.  
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RICHARD 

CLAPPERTON  
Time Served, Fully Qualified, 

Experienced Painter & Decorator  
CSCS Registered  

 

43 Abbots Way, Kirkhill, Morpeth NE61 2LZ  

Tel: 01670 517796 Mob: 07941133629  

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES  

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMPLETE FUNERAL SERVICE 

J.W. Peters  
Family Firm Established 1920 

§ Day & Night Service 

§ Very Competitive Prices 

§ Chapel of Rest 

§ Catering & Flower Arrangements 

Prepaid Funeral Plans. Written Details on request 

53 Bridge Street, Morpeth  01670 517117 

 
Effective  
Affordable  
Websites  

 
Web design  
Small business support  
Local area networking  
Wireless networking  
Database design  

Dave Pope  
(Member of International Webmasters Association)  
 

Tel:   01670 515806  
Fax:  01670 519520  

Mob: 0771 414 3640  
dpope@morpethnet.co.uk  

http://www.morpethnet.co.uk  
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Nikita Antell writeséééé. 
 

LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƘȅǇŜ ǳǇ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōǳǘ ƻƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ 
come to my attention of which one day I hope to become a fully qualified 
member.  I hope to provide aid, write about and photograph what I see.  This is 
the charity ShelterBox.    
I say one day because the application process alone is rigorous.  The interview 
process long and hard, about 40 minutes in front of a panel.  If you make it 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ǘǿƻ Řŀȅ ǇǊŜ-training which is tough on its own 
without the interview and applications.  You make it through all of this and are 
accepted by the panel then the real training begins.  Nine days of lectures, field 
work and the hard gritty reality of disaster and war pushed under your nose.  
You will, eventually become a trainee SRT member (ShelterBox Response Team). 
Over the course of the next few weeks and during deployment you would be 
evaluated until at last you become a fully fledged SRT.  You may wonder why the 
ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛǎ ǎƻ ƘŀǊǎƘΦ  LǘΩǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ōŜǎǘΦ   {ƘŜƭǘŜǊ.ƻȄ 
are immediate emergency relief for disaster and war torn areas. That means they 
see a lot of devastation.  Infrastructure will be affected, the area may be in ruins 
and communications with home are very limited.  When the only way to get to 
the village your supplying aid to is a long 20 mile walk up the mountain because 
the roads have been destroyed, you need the best people for the job.  The team 
must be totally self-sufficient and work under high amounts of pressure without 
adding to the burden of the people in need.  A box, depending on the area and 
why aid is needed, contains your basics for survival.  A ten man tent, water filter 
ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊΣ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎΣ ǇƻǘǎΣ ǇŀƴǎΣ ŀ ǘƻƻƭ ƪƛǘΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇŀŎƪΣ ŀ ǿŀǊƳ 
bed.  You name it and the ShelterBox probably has it tucked in there somewhere.  
LǘΩǎ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ȅŜǘ ǾŜǊȅ ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜΦ   
The charity is currently in Haiti providing relief after the earthquake where 
18,722 boxes have been sent with more on the way and more being packed.  
Recently, since the 5th of June they have been dispatched to Guatemala following 
a large tropical storm which has forced tens of thousands from their homes.  
There are numerous ways to help and support shelter box.  One of the things I 
love about this charity is that each box has its own number like an identity chip.  
That means if you hold a fundraising event, make a donation, anything at all you 
can hop on their website and track your box - where it is, how far along, when 
ƛǘΩǎ ŘƛǎǇŀǘŎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ŜƴŘǎ ǳǇΦ  ¦ƴƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ŎƘŀǊƛǘƛŜǎ 
ShelterBox has a very small core team to keep costs down.  They rely on their 
supporters a great deal.   The cost of a box is generally £490 including direct 
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delivery.  The site provide all the forms, booklets and guides to help you help 
them.   
One of their biggest and most recent new fundraising challenges is the 
WoodVale Challenge Atlantic Rowing Race.  Tony Short, Chris Walters, Elliot Dale 
and Brian Fletcher are the four rowers who have accepted the challenge.  In 
December 2011 they will set out from La Gomera in the Canary Islands and row 
nonstop till they reach Antigua in the Caribbean.  Rowing 24 hours a day, 
rotating the pairs every two hours, the race will last between 40 and 50 days.  
Another man, Rick Stacey, will be cycling the 2,000km from New Zealand's South 
Island to the North Island in November 2010, towing the iconic ShelterBox 
behind his bike, raising funds as he goes.  For more information on these men 
and other challenges which you can enter or support, go to their website 
www.shelterbox.org. They really are a charity worth recognition for the hard, on-
going work they do to help others in need.  
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Messy Church 
Due to a bit of bad planning the congregation of St 
aŀǊȅΩǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƛŘȅ ǳǇ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
one Saturday in June. But then just two weeks 
later a messy church was organised. Some may 
have thought that perhaps these should have been 
organised the other way round! 

I know what tidy up the church involved. 
L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ aŜǎǎȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎΦ Lǎ ƛǘ ƳŜǎǎȅΚ Lǎ ƛǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΚ ²Ƙƻ ƛǎ ƛǘ ŦƻǊΚ 
We have now organised two messy Church activities. They are aimed and young 
children and their parents. Messy Church is an attempt to be church for families 
who might want to meet Jesus, belong to their local church and bring up their 
children as Christians but can't cope with traditional Sunday morning church 
services. It's a time of creativity, worship and eating together. Many churches 
throughout the land have found this a fruitful way to achieve these aims. 
²ŜΩǾŜ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘǿƻ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ {ǘƻǊŜȅ tŀǊƪ ϧ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ Ψ9ŀǎǘŜǊΩ ǘƘŜƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ Wǳƭȅ ƘŀŘ 
ŀ Ψ.ƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ {ŜŀǎƛŘŜΩ ǘƘŜƳŜ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅǎΦ {ƻ ǿƘŀǘ 
happens at Messy church in our parish? 
The hall is buzzing with conversation. Around a table adults 
and children burst into laughter as they wrestle with sea 
shells and stones and googly eyes and their helpers despair 
of ever creating the Lim-pet. 
A toddler slaps green paint on a huge sheet of card under 
the watchful eye of a Granny (not sure if they're related or 
not - it doesn't really matter). A five-year-old watches wide
-eyed as an enthusiastic leader shows her how to make an Easter card out of 
scraps of card and fabric. Young voices practise some Christian songs and the 
percussion instruments add something to the din (I mean harmony). 
There's a delicious smell wafting out of the kitchen. The seven-year-olds, intent 
on their biscuit decorating, agree it must be pizza. Two mums catch up on the 
gossip as they drink welcome cups of tea while their children make a seaside 
picture. The curate talks to a Dad whose a bit down about being out of work.  
The cooks should be getting the plates stacked, but one of the mums needs to 
talk about her problems with her foster children. 

I should be panicking about the brief church service 
due to start soon, but there's a fishing net to assemble 
so everyone can put their fish into the net when we get 
into church to show that they have been caught by 
DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ Σ ōǳǘ Ƙŀǎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ΨŦƭŀǇǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǎƘΚΩ 
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Just another Messy Church. 
 
The parents attend with their children. The 
children are involved in a variety of craft activities 
related to the theme. There is an opportunity for 
the leader of each activity to explain the 
relevance of the activity, for example the Lim-pets 

are all made from shells and stones that are all different. This reflects the great 
ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƳƻǾŜ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ 
activity when they are ready. Then after about an hour we all troop up the path 
ǘƻ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƛƳŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎǎǘŜǊǎΦ ²Ŝ ǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ǎƻƴƎǎ ǿŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛǎŜŘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǘŀƭƪ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǎƪ 
ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ 
²ŜΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƙŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ 
refreshment.  On this last occasion we had planned a picnic tea on the lawn 
outside Storey Park. Unfortunately it rained just as we were coming out of 
church. We thanked all those ladies who had left umbrellas in church over the 
years! When we got back to the hall we improvised the picnic in the committee 
room! 
 So, if you like working with young children and would like to support us in our 
outreach programme to the families of Morpeth, why not offer to help with our 
ƴŜȄǘ aŜǎǎȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ǘƘŜ нƴŘΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƛǎ ΨIŀǊǾŜǎǘΦΩ 
¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ΨŀǊǘȅΩ ƻǊ ΨŎǊŀŦǘȅΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
ǳǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ aŜǎǎȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǘƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ 
For further information talk to Pauline Ferguson, Anne Hall, Jeremy Cooper, Clive 
Kemp, Sarah Robinson or  Catherine Chester. Our next planning meeting is on 
aƻƴŘŀȅ сǘƘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ƛƴ {ǘ !ƛŘŀƴΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǘ тΦолǇƳΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎΦ 
 
Jeremy Cooper 
 
 

wƻƴ IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ 
of the Light of Christ shining 
through the Bible on to the 
world was especially drawn 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ψ/ƻƴŎƻǊŘΩ 
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Lifestyle Christian Books  

and Music 
 

Books, cards, reading notes, teaching materials  
CDõs & DVDõs for your personal and Church needs 

 Recorders & music stands a speciality  
Always a welcome and personal service  

Email: lifestylecbm@connectfree.co.uk  

1 Chantry Place, Morpeth Tel. 504209  

 

 

Rutherfords more than happy 
To support the local community  

RUTHERFORD & CO 

10-16 Bridge Street Morpeth 

Monday to Saturday 9.00 amñ5.30 pm (01670 512458) 

Then please contact me, Bob Godfrey, for further information about 
learning at home on your own PC, with low cost computer lessons tailored 

to suit the needs of all age groups.  

Frustrated ?  
but want to learn how to  

or  

 

22 Cypress Crescent Blyth, NE24 2NB 01670 359276 or 07880 815609   

LEARN- IT@HOME  
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The Francis Wood Page 
 

REMEMBER WILLIAM 
 
Watching BBC-TV's "What the Tudors did for us," sent me scurrying to 
my notes on William Tyndale. He now has a day (October 6) in the 
Calendar of the Church of England. Tyndale was translator of the first 
published version of the New Testament in English (1526). At that time 
the Church preferred to keep the scriptures in Latin and the lay people 
under control. His aim was to make the Bible available to everyone. 
Surely this man did more than anyone (including Shakespeare) to create 
the English tongue. So many phrases we take for granted and use today 
began life at the pen of this man. "Let here be light, " "The spirit is 
willing, " "The salt of the earth, " "A prophet has no honour in his own 
country. " Tyndale succeeded in introducing such simple and majestic 
rhythms into our language and they have lasted to the present day. 
Here's Genesis 39. "The Lord was with Joseph and he was a luckie fellow. 
" Nobody puts it better. 
It is when people try to improve on Tyndale that they show how 
remarkably fresh is his work. In the Authorised Version (1611) the 
serpent in the Garden of Eden says to Eve, "Ye shall not surely die." 
Tyndale has him say, "tusk, ye shall not die. " And the AV is so remote 
with "sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof." Tyndale says, "each day 
hash enough of its own trouble. " Now we all know what he means! 
Reading his words makes you wonder if we really need all the modern 
translations that we have today to make the scriptures relevant. 
Tyndale's writing laid the bedrock for English language and literature. 
Never let us lose it. 
 
NO CHANGE 
While on the subject of translation, nobody has yet found a new word 
for AMEN, at the end of a prayer. It's been like that since the early 
Church when worshippers wanted to show they agreed with the 
speaker's words. It means, "so be it." St Augustine commented on the 
practice when he said, "Neither Latin nor Barbarian has dared to 
translate the words AMEN and ALLELUIA. So the mystic sound of 
Hebrew is heard in all lands." 
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 What should a priest be? 
All things to all 
male, female and genderless 
What should a priest be? 
Reverent and relaxed 
vibrant in youth 
assured through the middle years 
divine sage when ageing 
What should a priest be? 
Accessible and incorruptible 
abstemious, yet full of celebration 
informed but not threateningly so 
and far above the passing soufflé of fashion 
What should a priest be? 
An authority on singleness 
Solomon-like on the labyrinth of human sexuality 
excellent with young marrieds, old marrieds, 
ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘǎΣ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘǎΣ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘǎΣ 
those who live together, those who live apart, 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛǾŜ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ 
respectfully mindful of senior citizens and war veterans 
familiar with the ravages of arthritis, 
osteoporrosis, post natal depression, anorexia, 
whooping cough and nits. 
What should a priest be? 
All round family person, 
Counsellor, but not officially because of recent changes in legislation, 
teacher, expositor, confessor, entertainer, juggler, 
good with children, and possibly sea lions, 
empathetic towards pressure groups. 
What should a priest be? 
On nodding terms with Freud, Jung, St John of The Cross, 
The Scott Report, The Rave Culture, The Internet, 
The Lottery, BSE and Anthea Turner, 
pre modern, fairly modern, post modern, 
and ideally secondary modern 
if called to the inner city. 
What should a priest be? 
Charismatic, if needs must, but quietly so, 
evangelical, and thoroughly 
meditative, mystical but not New Age 
liberal and so open to other voices 
traditionalist, reformer and revolutionary 
and hopefully not on medication 
unless for an old sporting injury. 


