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PHOTOGRAPHY 

ONE HOUR DEVELOPING SERVICE 
PRINTS FROM PRINT FILM AND DIGITAL FILES 

DIGITAL PRINTS FROM ONLY 15p 

 

LEAVE IT TO STAITS 

4 Market Place Morpeth NE61 1HE  
Telephone 512877 Fax 504132  

David Russan 
Specialist Painter & Decorator 

 

Over 30 years experience 
Marbling - Graining - Signwriting etc 

Free Estimates 
Tel: 01670 520380 
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Tony Curtis writesé 
You may have noticed the new Icon above 
ǘƘŜ ǾƻǘƛǾŜ ŎŀƴŘƭŜ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƛƴ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ς 
ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘΣ ǎŜŜƪ ƛǘ ƻǳǘ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƛƳŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
there. It arrived just in time for the Patronal 
Festival, and shows the Blessed Virgin Mary 
holding the young Christ, who has one sandal 
dangling loosely and looks a little less certain 
than we often see Jesus depicted as a child.  
 
Known in the East as the Theotokos of the 
Passion, and in the West as Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, the icon shows Mary 
comforting her son who has just had a 
premonition of the passion.  

 
This is represented visually by Archangel Michael carrying the lance and sponge 
of vinegar and Archangel Gabriel carrying the cross and nails. It is a very popular 
icon and has come to signify Mary as a figure of protection and one who can be 
relied on to intercede on our behalf, and seems therefore quite appropriate for 
{ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ 
 
Icons have a long tradition dating back probably to the 3rd Century, and as the 
legend would have it even to St. Luke himself, who was reputed somewhat 
mythically to have been the original artist behind the icons of Mary we see 
today. Whatever the truth of that story, icons have for many centuries been 
used as a focus for prayer and even veneration by Christians.  
 
In the countries of the Reformation however, religious imagery of any kind was 
often thought of as being idolatrous, and the result was widespread destruction 
of artworks, icons and stained glass, the effects of which can still be seen across 
Britain, especially in the South East and East Anglia.  
 
One of the legacies of this period of our history is that for a long time the Church 
in England seemed to lose its connection with icons and religious art, which are 
nowhere near as popular here as in other parts of the world, especially Eastern 
Europe and the Middle East. 
The Orthodox tradition had its debate about images a lot earlier, and after some 
fierce battling between the two opposing groups, firmly established its theology 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ά¢ǊƛǳƳǇƘ ƻŦ hǊǘƘƻŘƻȄȅέ ƛƴ упо !5Φ  
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One of the keystones of orthodox faith emphasises the importance of icons as a 
ΨǿƛƴŘƻǿΩ ƛƴǘƻ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀŎǘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ŦƻŎǳǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǾŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ 
helping us to become closer to those whom they depict, be it saints or Mary, or 
of course Christ himself. The existence of icons also celebrates the fact of the 
incarnation; that God has blessed the material, earthly world, and made it holy 
through the coming of Jesus as the Son of God. We are therefore able to 
celebrate and reach out to the heavenly realm through that very earthly stuff of 
which icons are made. 
 
Many people in the West are unfamiliar with icons, but there are many good 
books out there on the subject, and if you are interested in learning more about 
praying with icons, there are two excellent books by Rowan Williams which are 
widely available: Ponder These Things: Praying With Icons of the Virgin and The 
Dwelling of the Light: Praying with Icons of Christ.  
 
If you are at all interested, please do take the time to explore the world of icons 
for yourself, and in the meantime look out for other saints appearing around the 
parish!  
 

Tony Curtis 

 

God of love and mercy, 
help us to follow the example of Mary, 
always ready to do your will. 
At the message of an angel 
she welcomed your eternal Son 
and, filled with the light of your Spirit, 
she became the temple of your Word, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen 

 
Loving mother of the Redeemer, 
gate of heaven, star of the sea, 
assist your people who have fallen 
yet strive to rise again. 
To the wonderment of nature you bore your Creator, 
Yet remained a virgin after as before. 
You who received Gabriel's joyful greeting, 
have pity on us poor sinners. Amen 
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News from the Boys Brigade 
The annual enrolment service of the Boys Brigade takes 
ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ {ǘΦ WŀƳŜǎΩ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ тǘƘ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
once again the church will be adorned by some very clean, 
ǘƛŘȅΣ ǇƻƭƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳŜŘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƳŜƴ όǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 
look like that).   It is a time for proud parents, officers of the 
brigade and the congregation to celebrate another year of 
enrolments as the boys anticipate another busy year of 

activities. 
 
At the last company meeting, the officers gave a resume of the activities planned 
for the next year.  We all know and love the annual Bazaar, when the Boys 
Brigade and the Scouts join forces to raise funds for their members.  This takes 
place between 20th and 27th November and if you cannot offer your time to set 
up the stalls,help during sale time or assist with the tidying up, then go to the 
Boys Brigade Hall and spend, spend, spend! 
Alternatively, you may be able to visit the boys during one of their sessions to 
offer some assistance.  The Anchor Boys meet on a Thursday between 5:45 and 
7:00 and during the next few weeks they will be celebrating the anniversary of 
war times, so this could be an ideal opportunity to share your memories or 
ƳŜƳƻǊŀōƛƭƛŀ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΦ   LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
ǿŀǊ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ aƻǊǇŜǘƘ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ 
reminisce with an enthusiastic audience. 
If you are too young and athletic for war stories, then why not offer some help 
for the Junior and Company Sections which meet between 7:00 and 9:15 on a 
Tuesday night.  These boys are always keen to participate in activities outside the 
hall too.  They have had white water rafting and cycling events.  They love 
camping or climbing and playing indoor 5 a-side football.   Their talents are 
endless and if you feel you have some activity to interest them, indoors or 
outdoors, why not challenge them to the task? 
{ƻΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛƎŀŘŜΩǎ ŜƴǊƻƭƳŜƴǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǘŀƪŜ 
some time to introduce yourselves and meet up with the boys and officers of 
The Ist Morpeth Boys Brigade.  Consider how you could help in any large or small 
way and please speak to the officers for more information. 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǊƻƭƳŜƴǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƘŜƴ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 
the Company Captain, Kevin Purdy, tel. no. 531540 or Clive Kemp, tel. no. 
519322 and your adventure could begin here too...................... 
 
Pauline Young 
Trustee 
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David Bowler writeséé. 
 
In Luke 15, 1-10, Jesus tells the stories of the shepherd 
who lost a sheep and of the woman who lost a valuable 
coin. Jesus tells us how the shepherd and the woman 
both brought others together so that their loss and their 
joy could be shared.   

When our mental health is poor we too lose confidence and often withdraw 
from or lose social contact. Yet most of us have a need to belong and have 
friends. We would like to be part of a group, would like to invite others to share 
the good and the bad times, but we may have had rejections in the past, or 
might feel not quite good enough for others to bother with, or think others 
would feel that we were too pushy and forward. So we stay safe, share with 
those we know best.  
 
Statistics tell us that one person in four will experience a mental health problem 
at some stage of their lives. This means that we will all know someone who has 
poor mental health, or will be that person who has poor mental health, or will 
care for that person with poor mental health. 
 
The Gospel passage shows us that Jesus wants us to bring others into our lives, 
so that we can share with them the good things he has given us. And that 
includes our mental wellbeing and our concern for the well-being of others. 
Here are some practical tips for mental well being and how to help yourself and 
others: 
 
мΦ tǊŀȅΧΦ Come before God with your hopes, your plans, with your vision for 
how things could be or how you would like them to be; with your concerns, your 
despair, your fears, your uncertainties, your anger and with those things that 
weigh you down. Remember that God loves you unconditionally, he loves you as 
you are, and that God is big enough to be shouted at. We should always start by 
offering ourselves to God and by committing our hopes and fears to him. 
 
 нΦ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘΧ With the people around you. With family, friends, colleagues and 
neighbours. At home, work, in your local community, within your church and 
between the congregations. Think of these as the cornerstones of your life and 
invest time in developing them. Take the extra step when you are well and keep 
encouraging and inviting those who are alone. 
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оΦ .Ŝ ŀŎǘƛǾŜΧ Go for a walk or run. Step outside. Cycle. Play a game. Garden. 
Dance. Most importantly, discover a physical activity you enjoy; one that suits 
your level of mobility and fitness. Exercising makes you feel good.  
Exercise is the single most beneficial thing you can do for your mental wellbeing. 
  
пΦ ¢ŀƪŜ ƴƻǘƛŎŜΧ Be curious. Catch sight of the beautiful. Remark on the unusual. 
Notice the changing seasons. Savour the moment, whether you are on a train, 
eating lunch or talking to friends. Be aware of the world around you and what 
you are feeling. Reflecting on your experiences will help you appreciate what 
matters to you. And give thanks to God for what you notice. 
 
рΦ YŜŜǇ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΧ Try something new. Rediscover an old interest. Sign up for 
that course. Take on a different responsibility. Learn to play an instrument or 
how to cook your favourite food. Set a challenge you will enjoy achieving. 
Learning new things will make you more confident, as well as being fun to do. 
See if you can do this with others. 
 
сΦ DƛǾŜΧ Do something nice for a friend, for someone in church you have seen 
ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅŜǘ ƪƴƻǿΣ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŀƭƭŜƴ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘΣ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊΦ 
Thank someone. Smile, it makes others happier. Volunteer your time. Look out, 
as well as in. Seeing yourself, and your happiness, linked to the wider community 
can be incredibly rewarding and will build relationships with the people around 
you.  
 
DƛǾŜ ƛǘ ŀ ǘǊȅΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇ ǘƻƻ ŜŀǎƛƭȅΣ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ Ǌƛǎƪ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
ƪƴƻǿ ƛƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎƛƴƎΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇ 
ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘƻǇŜΣ  ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ 
makes you comfortable and why, share your thoughts with God and see what he 
says.  
And smile. After all Jesus loves you. 
 
David Bowler, Chaplain 
Northumberland, Tyne & Wear (NHS)  
Foundation Trust Tel: 01670  5501815 Mob: 07880 500064 
Email: david.bowler@ntw.nhs.uk Web: www.ntw.nhs.uk 
 
ό5ŀǾƛŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ /ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴ ŀǘ {ǘ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ tŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƴŘŜƴǎŜŘ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊƳƻƴ ƘŜ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ŀǘ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ммǘƘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΦτEd) 
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Dear Friends in The Parish of Morpeth,  
 

As you know we have been meeting at St James Church on the first Saturday 

of the month at 9.00am since June this year.  

 

We have croissants, coffee and fellowship, we have been getting to know one 

another and afterwards at 10.00am for those who are free, to pray for Vision 

and the development of our spiritual life in the Parish of Morpeth.  

 

We have been averaging 7/8 people at the breakfast fellowship and I have 

been excited and privileged to meet and have a chat and really get to know 

some of the wonderful believers in the Parish informally and more formally at 

10.00am for the Parish Prayer Meeting.  

 

Recently at the Local Ministry Group Meeting (L.M.G.) we thought this might 

also be the perfect opportunity to extend a welcome and fellowship to our 

brothers and sisters in Christ to the other denominations in Morpeth for our 

next meeting on Saturday 2nd October.  

 

Please Join Us, and lets take the opportunity to meet up with other people of 

faith with whom we share a common goal (for example praying for Morpeth its 

inhabitants both church going and non -church going). It will be an opportunity 

to chat, have a coffee or tea and cake, share our stories and afterwards if 

you are free at 10.00am to pray together for the Parish of Morpeth.  

 

Psalm 133 says, How good and pleasant it is when brothers/sisters live in 

unity! It is like precious oil poured on the head, running down on the beard, 

running down on Aaronõs beard, down on the collar of his robes. It is as if the 

dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion. For there the Lord bestows his 

blessing, even life for evermore.   

 

Sounds good to me!  

 

Blessings  

 

Deborah Hamilton -Grey 

 

(If you need transport or want to contribute in any way contact Deborah  on 

01670-518-479 or email info@northumbriacounsellingandpsychotherapy.co.uk)  
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RICHARD 

CLAPPERTON  
Time Served, Fully Qualified, 

Experienced Painter & Decorator  
CSCS Registered  

 

43 Abbots Way, Kirkhill, Morpeth NE61 2LZ  

Tel: 01670 517796 Mob: 07941133629  

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES  

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMPLETE FUNERAL SERVICE 

J.W. Peters  
Family Firm Established 1920 

§ Day & Night Service 

§ Very Competitive Prices 

§ Chapel of Rest 

§ Catering & Flower Arrangements 

Prepaid Funeral Plans. Written Details on request 

53 Bridge Street, Morpeth  01670 517117 

 
Effective  
Affordable  
Websites  

 
Web design  
Small business support  
Local area networking  
Wireless networking  
Database design  

Dave Pope  
(Member of International Webmasters Association)  
 

Tel:   01670 515806  
Fax:  01670 519520  

Mob: 0771 414 3640  
dpope@morpethnet.co.uk  

http://www.morpethnet.co.uk  
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Camp like youõve never camped beforeé 
 
Well we certainly did that! The Girlguiding UK International Centenary Camp was 
held on the 31st July- 7th August 2010 at Harewood House, near Leeds.  
 
The site was the size of 75 football pitches and with 5000 girls plus their leaders 
it made for a very busy and exciting week. With two restaurants complete with 
waist-coated waiters it was a far cry from camping back in 1910 when guiding 
began. 
 
There were hundreds of activities to choose from such as water sports, quad 
biking, caving and manicures. Plenty of community action and loads of crafts, the 
chance to visit somewhere new, you could rewind to 1910 then fast forward into 
ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘǊȅ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŀŘǎ 
of sports with the pros. You could even go sledging on real snow in the middle of 
summer! The international contingents from the likes of Barbados found the 
ǎƴƻǿ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴ ǎƴƻǿ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ 
the only internationals on camp. There were also Guides from Mexico, Australia, 
Canada, The USA, St Helena, Denmark, Malaysia, Taiwan and many, many more. 
 
I was on the STAR service crew and from the day I arrived we worked incredibly 
hard helping to set up and then run the camp. Some of the duties including mak-
ing flagpoles (54 in total), traffic control, pitching tents and of course there was 
plenty of toilet duty but I was lucky enough to escape that gem! Each team took 
turns at helping with the catering and working in the shop or even in the York-
shire Tea rooms!  
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L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ aƻǊǇŜǘƘ ƛƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜΦ DǳƛŘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ мǎǘΣ нƴŘ ŀƴŘ 
5th Morpeth Guides units and Young Leader Ellen Tait also went. Everyone had 
an excellent time making friends for life and trying loads of fantastic activities 
along the way.  
 
²Ƙƛƭǎǘ ƻƴ ŎŀƳǇ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƻǇ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΚέ 
Perhaps for Ellen and myself it was having our Chief Guides Challenge Award 
presented by the Chief Guide Liz Burnley. Similarly Francesca Price and Erin 
McCourt of 5th Morpeth Guides had their Baden Powell Challenges presented 
also by Liz Burnley. It was great to meet her and have our achievements recog-
nised.  
One of the more traditional aspects of Guide camp has always been campfires. 
!ŦǘŜǊ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƪƴƻŎƪƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀǎ ǘŜƭŜǘǳōōƛŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǊƻπ
duced endless amounts of laughter, the star crew went to a campfire where we 
sang songs by the warm glow of the fire. It just proved that although guiding has 
moved successfully into the 21st century with relevant activities and principles 
we can still sit back and enjoy the original aspects of camping.  
On the Wednesday of camp it was time to up and walk across to the other side 
of the very beautiful Harewood House; which incidentally looks beautiful in the 
evening sun, to the Fusion Field. Here everyone on camp met with Rainbows, 
Brownies, Guides, Senior Section, Leaders and Trefoil Guild alike to celebrate the 
Centenary in style. The 20,000 strong crowd spent the day enjoying activities and 
performances from tight rope walking and pie throwing contests to acrobatic 
displays and of course the premiere performance from the Guide and Scout sym-
ǇƘƻƴȅ ƻǊŎƘŜǎǘǊŀΣ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ Ψ/ŜƴǘŜƴŀǊȅ CŀƴǘŀǎƛŀΩΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ ŘŀȅΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻ 
much going on it was impossible to see everything and everyone had a brilliant 
ǘƛƳŜ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΦ .ǳǘ ŀǎ L ƘŜŀǊŘ ƻƴŜ DǳƛŘŜ ǎŀȅΣ ά¢ƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƛǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜ ǎǇǊƛǘ ƻŦ DǳƛŘƛƴƎέΦ  
After an incredibly exhilarating week it came to Friday night and the closing cere-
mony. The evening air was warm as we all walked down in our thousands to the 
lakeside. The ceremony really was breath taking. It was like a magical fire work 
display but with out any of the bangs. There was a musical display of smoke and 
water and dancers glistened in the moonlight. There was an illuminated crane 
floating on the lake as Liz Burnley and Hillary Cooper, camp director celebrated 
the success of the camp and looked forward to the future of guiding. 
So after all the fundraising, the excitement and the build up, we went to camp 
and we had a blast and I came home and slept! So thanks to everyone who made 
ƛǘ ǎƻ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ млл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ DǳƛŘƛƴƎΗ   
 
By Charlotte Callaghan. 
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We need your help. 
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ  .ŀȊŀŀǊ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
week of the 20th to the 27th of 

November 2010.  
 

The 1st Morpeth Boys' Brigade and the 6th Morpeth Scouts really 
need your help to raise funds for the forthcoming year. If it is for 
an hour of two or a half a day, your help will be much appreciated. 
If you can help, please complete one of the forms which are at the 
back of church, giving the times and the day that you can help out 
and return it either to myself; Kevin Purdy captain 1st Morpeth 
Boys' Brigade at 12 Lambton Court, Bower Grange, Bedlington, 
Northumberland, NE22 5YQ, or to our B.B. chaplain Revd Jeremy 
Cooper. 
Many Thanks  
Kevin Purdy. 

 

 

 

 

 

Ashington Colliery Band invites you to  

SWING INTO AUTUMN  
in St Jamesôs Church 

Saturday 30th October at 7.30 pm  

 

with a programme of Big Band Swing  

(with Vocalists)  

Tickets (including interval drink)  £7.00  

From Nancy Flitcroft and the Parish Office  
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Lifestyle Christian Books  

and Music 
 

Books, cards, reading notes, teaching materials  
CDõs & DVDõs for your personal and Church needs 

 Recorders & music stands a speciality  
Always a welcome and personal service  

Email: lifestylecbm@connectfree.co.uk  

1 Chantry Place, Morpeth Tel. 504209  

 

 

Rutherfords more than happy 
To support the local community 

RUTHERFORD & CO 

10-16 Bridge Street Morpeth 

Monday to Saturday 9.00 amñ5.30 pm (01670 512458) 

Then please contact me, Bob Godfrey, for further information about 
learning at home on your own PC, with low cost computer lessons tailored 

to suit the needs of all age groups.  

Frustrated ?  
but want to learn how to  

or  

 

22 Cypress Crescent Blyth, NE24 2NB 01670 359276 or 07880 815609   

LEARN- IT@HOME  
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Isobel Smail R.I.P. 
 
When we moved to Morpeth in the mid seventies, I became a member of the 
Community Health Council, which met in the cottage hospital and that was my 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ aƛǎǎ {ƳŀƛƭΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƛƴ ǿƘŀǘ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ǎƘŜ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ 
on it, but I certainly do remember her presence, her grasp and understanding of 
the issues, her ability to see what had to be done and above all, her care and 
concern for consumers of the Health Service : and all with that gentle and 
unassuming manner-which totally belied the drive and force behind it. 
hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ LǎƻōŜƭΩǎ ƛƳƳŜƴǎŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƭŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ 
member, an honorary member, or chair woman of, I should think, virtually every 
organisation in the town-ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻ ŜȄŀƎƎŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ-from Sports Council to Age 
Concern, from the Council of Women to the YMCA, to the Chamber of Trade.  
¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ ƛŦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛǎǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ LǎƻōŜƭ 
belonged, they are simply too numerous to mention.  But so many of you here 
today will be representatives of all those organisations, past and present, which 
have been enriched by her years of service.  I imagine that a night in, in front of 
ǘƘŜ ǘŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ǘƻ ƛǎ LǎƻōŜƭΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΗ 
And that was only part of the story.  In 1932 at the age of 11, Isabel won a school 
scholarship, but just seven years later in 1939 ATS volunteer number 13397 was 
conscripted and joined the Durham Light Infantry.  The following year the 
company was sent to Catterick and Isobel became part of the Royal Corps of 
Signals.  On the death of her father however she was recalled to take over the 
family business in which she was to become a partner-the now legendary John 
Smail and Sons.  So busy days at work were followed by busy public spirited 
evenings. 
Isobel wanted to make a difference to this town and its community and so she 
became a member of Morpeth Borough Council, then the newly formed Castle 
Morpeth Borough Council.  She also served on the County and Town Councils, 
with continuous service from 1964 to 1996.  She was also a Foundation Governor 
of KEVI from 1973 until 2004. 
Isobel held the Office of Mayor on two occasions, in 1971-72 and 1983-84.  
When you walk up the stairs in the Town Hall there is a lovely portrait on the 
wall of Isobel in her Mayoral robes, looking positively regal.  She was granted the 
status of Hon. Alderman in November 1995 and the following spring was given 
the freedom of the Borough, honours which she richly deserved and which 
recognised her remarkable contribution to the town and the Borough.  She was 
also very proud of being awarded to the OBE in 1996.  I do remember her 
bringing it into church and showing it to every one, she was so thrilled.  And as 
long as has been physically possible, despite declining health, Isobel delighted in 
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ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŎƛǾƛŎ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘΣ ƛǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ 
without her. 
LǎƻōŜƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ άƻƴ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜέ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿŜǊŜΣ ŀƭƭ ƘŜǊ ƭƛŦŜΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛƳǇŜǘǳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
active and pro active in the service of others sprang perhaps from her Christian 
faith and its principles which underpinned all she did: belief in service, in using 
ƻƴŜΩǎ ƎƛŦǘǎΣ ƛƴ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ  {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ 
faithful member of the congregation in Saint James-she sang in the choir, was a 
member of the Parochial Church Council and Churchwarden in the time of Canon 
Baker.  Her commitment, enthusiasm and tirelessness amaze me. 
In recent years, as Isobel gradually became house bound, it has been my 
privilege and that of my colleagues, to take communion to her and Laura at 
home.  She invariably asked after old acquaintances and was always eager to talk 
about the town and the past.  She was truly a remarkable lady who will long be 
remembered, not only by her family, but in the annals of Morpeth.  She was, in 
the words of scripture, a good and faithful servant.  In the words of the headline 
ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ IŜǊŀƭŘΣ άCŀǊŜǿŜƭƭΣ aƛǎǎ aƻǊǇŜǘƘΗέ 
Maureen Chester 

 
Nephew John Young ôs Memories  
of Auntie Isobelééé. 

 
I have been told by Isobel among others that the biggest funeral Morpeth has 
seen was that of her father John Smail. 
People lined the streets, that was in 1940 when Morpeth was a smaller and 
more compact community; for he was a high profile man with a Bowler hat.  He 
died aged 50 when most of his contemporaries would have been alive. 
Isobel died at 89 when most of her generation have passed on.  The fact that so 
many people are here shows that her life has made an impact on people beyond 
her own generation. 
In recent years she often said she had had a good life and the best of everything. 
That is true, she was born at the perfect time for someone like her to flourish but 
ǘƛƳƛƴƎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōǊŀƛƴ ǘƻ ƳŀȄƛƳƛȊŜ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ 
opportunities. If she had a single regret it was probably not being in two places 
at the same time. 
I know she is the stuff of myths and legends, something she could have done 
more to discourage, and on the face of it a very complex person full of 
contradictions. 
To know her best you have to think not about what she did but why she did it. 
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Yes she was an eccentric extrovert, but what drove her was quite simply a sense 
of duty. In this day and age we seem to have forgotten the satisfaction that 
comes from simply helping and serving others. 
She and her three sisters were born to John, an ambitious businessman and 
Sarah, a very feisty woman and had a happy childhood.  John at one point 
intended to stand for the council, but Sarah put a stop to that. 
{ŀǊŀƘΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ƛƴŘǳƭƎŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ƘŀǘǎΦ  {ƘŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ 
getting her hats on just right and then just before she went out she would be 
met by husband John who would take great delight in knocking her hat off, not 
with any malice but with a sense of fun...... and that is the kind of warm, loving 
family that Isobel grew up in. 
Isobel left school intending to become a teacher, something she would have 
excelled at and ended up joining the army.  Even though everyone was on 
rations, apparently Isobel, who has always been known to have a good, hearty 
appetite, managed to get tins of peaches which were a real luxury at that time.  I 
can remember my mother saying that Aunt Isobel was the only person she had 
ever known to put weight on at the time of rationing. 
When her father died she had to leave the army to come and work in the shop.  
This was a hard time.  Fortunately the last payment was paid on the bank loan 
but the bank refused to support a woman with four young daughters in their 
ambition to run the shop.  It was touch and go whether there would be enough 
money to continue with the business and after all the finances were sorted there 
was only three pence keeping it solvent and it is from there that it grew.   That 
three pence was all that saved the family and the business. Three pence. 
This was the start of Isobel the businesswoman. 
One by one her sisters joined the shop and through sheer hard work and 
determination succeeded in making it work.  Isobel never liked to let a business 
opportunity slip by and I can remember one Christmas time when the whole 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿŀǎ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ Ψtŀƛƴǘ ¸ƻǳǊ ²ŀƎƻƴΩ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ 
when they were splashing around in the mud, Aunt Isobel turned to my brother 
ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¸ƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƭŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŜƭƭƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǇΣ wƻōŜǊǘΦέ 
In the early sixties she was persuaded to stand for the council.   She had no great 
hope of success, but was elected and this was the start of Isobel the Councillor. 
At this point it is important to realise she was also active in virtually every society 
in Morpeth except the Freemasons. 
Of her time as a councillor I will make three observations, 
One, she was an independent and as such was able to do what she thought was 
right without having to appease anyone else. 
Two, at a time of expense scandals for politicians it is interesting to note that it 
took a very long time to persuade her to claim anything when she was a serving 
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councillor. For her, helping the people of Morpeth was a privilege and a reward 
in itself. 
Number three, she was always accessible.  Everyone knew where to find her and 
she was always ready to listen to what were often mundane matters and advise 
or act as she saw fit. 
Her days were spent working in the shop and almost every night she would 
attend not just one meeting but several.  This meant military organisation at 
home, when she had to be ferried from one meeting to another, so everyone 
had to be on duty. 
She had a winning way with people that always gained their respect.  On one 
occasion someone brought it to her attention that a park bench had been 
thrown into the river and she made it her business to sort out the problem and 
get the bench removed. She went to seek help from Jackie Young, one of the 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǿƻǊƪƳŜƴΣ ǿƘƻ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ōƻǘƘŜǊŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 
voted Labour but she persuaded him to get the bench out of the river and he 
ǊŜƳŀǊƪŜŘΣ ΨǿƘŀǘ ŀ ƭŀǎǎΩ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘŀŘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘΦ  
That was just typical of Isobel ς she would try any means to get what she knew 
would benefit the people of Morpeth. 
Her reward for all of this was to become a Freeman of the Borough, an Aldermen 
and as  a passionate royalist, the OBE was a special honour. I think also the 
respect and friendship of her fellow councillors meant a lot to her as well. 
Her last years were not good, but she bore everything with acceptance. She 
never complained; was a model patient and managed to retain a sunny 
disposition throughout. 
{ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎŀȅ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ŦŜŜƭ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
latter years, since the flood it became apparent that Aunt Isobel was pleased 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǇ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭƳΦ  
One day when I visited her after the shop had been restored following the flood 
damage, she looked at me and said that my grandfather would have been proud 
of me.  That was praise enough for me.  In conclusion Isobel, in your words, you 
ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƭƛŦŜΣ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ - to have died 
loved and respected and to have achieved more than even you expected. 
And the next time you look at the Christmas lights in Morpeth you can think of 
Isobel because according to her she was one of the major influences to push for 
the lights years ago. 
But now Aunt Isobel, rest in peace.  Not rest for you but probably a new leaf, a 
ƴŜǿ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΦ DƻƻŘōȅŜ LǎƻōŜƭ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ 
over even if we cannot see it.   
 
John Young 
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News and Snippetsééé.. 

 
A week last SundayΣ ǿŜ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ {ǘ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ŀǘ aƛŎƪƭŜȅ όƴŜŀǊ tǊǳŘƘƻŜύ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
family christening.  We were very surprised when the vicar taking the service was 
Revd Bill Rigby, who twenty years ago, along with Alan Craig, married us. 
After the service we had a long chat with him, and he sends his best wishes to all 
ŀǘ aƻǊǇŜǘƘΦIŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ƭƻǎǘ Ƙƛǎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ƘǳƳƻǳǊΦ 
Gena and Alec Fleming 
 
Pat Baker had a nasty fall at Cragside which resulted in some serious damage to 
her arm, which needed surgery in Wansbeck Hospital..She is at the time of 
writing well on the way to recovery in Ward 7, Wansbeck  She is also full of 
praise for the Spanish doctor who put the plate in her elbow and is her 
Consultant.  As we would expect, being Pat, she is putting a good face on 
everything and enjoying what she can. The frequent cups of tea are a boon.  
When she comes out of hospital, she is going to stay with her niece Elizabeth in 
Whitley Bay, with help coming in morning and evening. Elizabeth's address is 6 
Grenada Drive, Whitley Bay and you will be able to contact her there.   
Chris McPhillips 
 
The Reverend John Park, whom you will remember as a former Curate of 
Morpeth Parish, has been appointed as  Assistant Dean, working alongside the 
new Morpeth Area Dean, the Reverend Dr Dagmar Winter. 
 
The Number One Son of the Popes (our John) has snagged a (very tiny)  part-
time appointment at Newcastle University, teaching the improvisational module 
of the Masters course. My goodness. He is so chuffed, and so are we.  Professor 
.ƻō ¸ƻǳƴƎΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ ōȅ WƻƘƴΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǊŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ aǳƳΣ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŜŘΣ ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ 
Ƙƻǿ L Ǝƻǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘέΦ [ƛǘǘƭŜ ŀŎƻǊƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘΧΧΧΧΧΧΧŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ-of-John, the 
lovely Jenn has been promoted at the RVI Path. Lab and looks forward to new 
and exciting adventures in tissue sampling and other gory stuff. 
 
And finally, many congratulations to all our young people whose exam results 
are now in. We wish all of them every success as they begin the next phases of 
their various educations and careers. 
 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ Ǉŀǎǎ ƻƴ ŀƴȅ ōƛǘǎ ƻŦ ƴŜǿǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎΦ ²Ŝ Řƻ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 
ƪŜŜǇ ŀōǊŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΧΦ 



19 

 

 

SEWING & ALTERATIONS  LAUNDRY  DRY CLEANING 

We also Clean Duvets, Curtains and Light Furnishings  
and offer a Pressing and Ironing Service  

Jeannette Allen  

25 Grange Road, Stobhill Grange, Morpeth NE61 2TW  

Tel: 01670 514084 

 

JOHN SMAIL & SONS  

40 Bridge Street Morpeth 
Tel. Morpeth 512643 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Ironmongery Tools 

Garden Products Glass & Chinaware 

Kitchenware Footwear Key Cutting 

Contemporary & Traditional Furniture 

Oriental Rugs 

Stewart & Co At Meldon Park  
Meldon Park (5 minutes from Dyke Neuk pub), Morpeth, Northumberland  NE61 3SW 01670 772 013  

emily@stewartandcofinefood.co.uk I www.stewartandcofinefood.co.uk  

 

 

Café & Fine Food Store   Locally Sourced Meat  

Local Gifts & Crafts  

Victorian Walled Garden  Kids Play Area  

 
Open Weds -Fri 10.30am-4pm Sat & Sun 10am -5pm  

(we do a great Sunday Roast Dinneré) 

Also available for function & event hire  
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Will Aid 2010 :  
Make a Will, Make a Difference  

 
 
Will Aid, the UK's most enduring and successful charity Will-making scheme, 
returns this November. This very popular scheme provides the opportunity for 
adults of any age to have their basic Will drawn up by a professional solicitor in 
return for a voluntary donation to Will Aid.  
 
The suggested donation is £75 for a single Will, £110 for mirror Wills or £40 for a 
codicil or change to a previous Will. Will Aid has also teamed up with Certainty, 
the National Will Register, to offer Will Aid clients the opportunity to register the 
location of their Will - for free (usual cost is £28.75). When a Will is needed, the 
register enables loved ones to quickly and easily locate it. 
 
The idea of giving money to charity instead of paying a solicitor motivates many 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǿǊƛǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ²ƛƭƭΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅΣ ²ƛƭƭ !ƛŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ ƭƻǾŜŘ 
ones, as well as helping many in need around the world through the work of the 
Will Aid charities. Last November, seventeen thousand clients, made their Will 
with Will Aid, raising over £1.25 million, for the Will Aid charities. 
 
The money raised from donations is shared between the participating charities 
(ActionAid, Age UK, British Red Cross, Christian Aid, NSPCC, Save the Children UK, 
Sightsavers, SCIAF and Trocaire) and is put to use helping people to live, build 
their communities and improve their future in the UK and around the world.  
 
When planning a Will, loved ones should always come first, but with Will Aid, 
people can also take the opportunity to leave a gift to their favourite charity. For 
many, this may be the one and only time they can afford to give this help. And 
without income from legacies the Will Aid charities and the communities they 
help would face a very uncertain future. Any legacy, small or large, could make a 
huge difference. For example: 
 
Sopheak aged 12, from Cambodia, had four brothers and sisters who all died in 
infancy from dengue fever. A generous ActionAid supporter left £3,000 to her 
community in Cambodia. This money paid for vital protection training that 
means Sopheak and her fellow villagers no longer have to live in fear of the 
disease.  
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LǘΩǎ ǎƻ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ²ƛƭƭ !ƛŘΦ {ƛƳǇƭȅ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘ ǎƻƭƛŎƛǘƻǊ ŀǘ 
www.willaid.org.uk 
or by phoning 0300 0300 013 and make an appointment for November as soon 
ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ǎƻƭƛŎƛǘƻǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ōƻƻƪŜŘ ǳǇ ǾŜǊȅ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
delay in booking up to make a Will and make a difference. 
 
The local contact for this service is as follows: 
Brumell & Sample 
Contact Name: Mr Michael Gaunt 
Address: Bridge St, Morpeth NE61 1NX 
Telephone: 01670 512336 

Harvest time for YOU  
 

 

Sometimes a law of nature is very similar to a law of the spirit. Take the 
ǿƘƻƭŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘΣ ƻǊ ΨǎƻǿƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀǇƛƴƎΩΦ ¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎΥ ά! 
farmer who plants just a few seeds will get only a small crop, but if he 
Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ƳǳŎƘΣ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŀǇ ƳǳŎƘΦέ όн /ƻǊ фΥсύ 
 
The most sensitive nerve on our body is the one that runs to our cheque 
book. Money represents our time, our security and our hard work. It 
gives us independence and power. So when God begins to talk to us 
about giving more of our money to him ς sowing it in his service ς we 
can feel very alarmed.  
 
The seed a farmer sows in a field may sometimes be lost, but not the 
seed that we give to God. What we sow with regards to our time, gifts 
and money in service to others God will make sure we one day reap ς in 
a harvest of spiritual riches that we can never lose.  
 
hǳǊ IŀǊǾŜǎǘ ǘƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ hŎǘƻōŜǊ 
10th at 10.00 am. Please consider at this time what you can sow in 
service to others. 
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Jar of Grace 
Last year our faithful band raised £236.29 for the children 
of Mozambique. In case anyone has not heard about the 
Jar of Grace : at its simplest you put a jar on your dining-
table and every meal , when you say grace, you drop a coin 
in and think of all the children world-wide who are not as 
lucky as yourself. 

This year we are focusing on children affected by climate change. In countries 
like Guyana, in South America, children are already feeling the effects. Changes 
in rainfall and the resulting floods and droughts are making it difficult for 
children to get to school, and harder for them to find clean water. Changes in 
temperatures and rainfall are also causing crops to fail and making it harder to 
find nutritious food. All children have the same basic rights, no matter where 
they live, including a right to education, a right to health and a right to a 
childhood free from adult responsibility. Climate change is already threatening to 
deny children these rights. 
UNICEF is already helping children in Guyana but we need your help to do even 
more:- 
£11 could provide a cold-box vaccine carrier that will allow a health worker to 
reach children, wherever they live, with the vaccines that they need. 
£42 could provide 10 mosquito nets, helping protect children from deadly 
malaria caused by mosquito bites while they sleep. 
£680 could provide a rain-water harvesting system for a school, helping them to 
collect and store clean water. 
This looks a tremendous task and it is, but millions of small coins put in millions 
of jars CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE. Please think about taking part. 
 
Chris McPhillips 512418 
P.S. In October there will be leaflets and pictures in all of the churches giving 
more in formation. 

WOULD YOU BE INTERESTED IN JOINING A 
 
 
 

Please talk to Deborah Hamilton-Grey if you would like to be involved 
in developing this exciting idea from the LMG. (1670 518479) 
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G C Electrical Services 
  

17th Edition Qualified  

Part P Registered  

Full or Part Rewires  

New Consumer Units  

All work certified and guaranteed  

For your entire domestic electrical needs  

No job too small  

For a free estimate call Gary on 07787471742 

DEREKôS HANDY-MAN SERVICES 

Phil Walker Wealth Management  
 

I offer specialist advice in a wide range of areas including: 
 

¶ Investment Growth  

¶ Retirement Planning 

¶ Inheritance Tax Saving 

¶ Long Term Care Planning 
For further details contact: 

Phil Walker Dip PFS@ Appleby House Castle Square Morpeth 

Tel: 01670 517938 or 07711 556332 

Email: phil.walker@sjpp.co.uk Web: sjpp.co.uk/philwalker 

PLUMBING - SHOWERS &  

BATHROOMS FITTED   TILING 

  ELECTRICS      JOINERY  

  PAINTING & DECORATING      

     GARDEN WALLS     FENCING 

               PATIOS & PAVING                         

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

PHONE DEREK ON  

07774094850 / 07818887157  

QUALITY  

WORK 

AT  

REASONABLE 

RATES  

 

FRIENDLY  & 

RELIABLE  

SERVICE 
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The Francis Wood Page 
 October 2010  

ENGLAND EXPECTS 
 
Duty is the word for this month.  
 
Trafalgar Day is October 21 (1805). The flags on ships of the Royal Navy will spell 
out in spectacular fashion the message from Lord Nelson,  
ENGLAND EXPECTS THAT EVERY MAN WILL DO HIS DUTY. 
Like many noble words today, duty has lost much of its true meaning. For many 
people, duty is now the money they pay to the excise man for their alcohol. We 
don't need reminding that the French pay the least, while the English pay the 
highest duty in Europe on their booze. 
But really, duty is a noble word which goes with respect, promise, honour and 
even love. It describes what we should each pay to the other person. Duty is 
what we take on when we become members of a society and it is what helps to 
bind that society together. 
The Scout Movement knows this for it is at the heart of the Scout Promise τ 
"that I will do my duty to God and to the Queen". The highest example of duty 
in the Scouts is the Cornwell award. This is named after a 16-year old boy Jack 
Cornwell. It was at the Battle of Jutland in 1916, that he displayed the ultimate 
devotion to duty when he remained alone at his gun post on board HMS 
'Chester'. He died later in hospital in Grimsby. When the nation heard about it, 
the Victoria Cross was awarded to him posthumously, the youngest ever to 
receive the award. 
Thankfully most of us are not called to make the final sacrifice but we can be 
thankful there are still men and women who are prepared to offer themselves 
in the line of duty. If we wonder where our role models are to be found today, 
let us seek them first among those who do their duty. 
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When it comes to your Special Occasion call us for expert advice 

 

F.H.Hardy 
The Florists of Morpeth 

for style and imagination 
54 Newgate Street, Morpeth 

 
Teleflorist Agent Telephone (01670) 512939 

mrscfair@btconnect.com 

Counsellor and Reiki Practitioner  

 
I am a Christian Counsellor, trained in Person Centred and 
Bereavement Counselling with experience in particular with 

workplace stress and depression. 
Reiki is a non-invasive therapy which tunes in to  

Godôs healing power. It is deeply relaxing, calming and gentle 
and may be used safely by all ages, in any situation. 

 

Marian Bell, B.Sc.(Hons) F.D.A. (Couns.) M.C.Th.A  

Watson House, Oldgate, Morpeth 01670 511293 

Applebyôs Bookshop 
60 Newgate Street 

Morpeth 
Northumberland 

NE61 1BE 
01670 512960 

 
Order and now pay online with all major credit cards.  

Order online and save ÃÃÃÃôs 
www.applebysbookshop.co.uk  
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Paulinus, First Bishop of York 
 
Paulinus was probably born in Italy in the latter part of the sixth 
century. He was sent to England by Pope Gregory to assist Augustine 

of Canterbury in his work. 
Paulinus came to Northumbria with a party that accompanied Ethelburga, where 
she was to marry King Edwin who later became a Christian through the influence 
of his wife. 
Paulinus built the first Church in York in about 627 and was its first Bishop. He 
spent much of his time travelling north and south building Churches and 
baptising new Christians. It is believed that he baptised people in 
Northumberland at Our Lady's Well Cross at Holystone, near Harbottle where 
you can now see the well and cross and sense the special feeling that this is a 
Holy place. It is a lovely place to visit. 
When King Edwin was killed in battle Paulinus had to flee the area and he later 
became Bishop of Rochester and died on 10th October 644. 
Pat Baker 

As the dark nights close in, and the season of Hallows Eve, All Saints, and All Souls 
ŀǊǊƛǾŜǎΣ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ /ŜƭǘƛŎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ .ŜƴōŜŎǳƭŀ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ 
provision, redemption and protection from evil. 
 

The Gates of the Kingdom 
 

Give us, O God, the needs the body feels, 
Give us, God, the need-things of the soul; 
Give us, O God, the balm which body heals, 
Give us, God, the soul-balm which makes whole. 
 
O great God, thou who art upon the throne, 
Give to us the heart repentance true, 
Forgiveness give us of the sin we own, -  
The sin inborn and the sin we do. 
 
Give us, O God, a yearning that is strong, 
And the crown of glory of the King; 
Give us the safe home, God, for which we long 
Lƴ ǘƘȅ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳΩǎ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ƎŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǎƛƴƎΦ 
 
May Michael, archangel warrior white, 
Keep down hostile demons of the fall; 
May Jesus Christ MacDavid guide our flight 
And give lodging in his peace-bright hall. 
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PARISH DIARY  2010 
 

Sept 29th  Standing Committee 
Oct 2nd  Harvest Supper & Ceilidh at Storey Park 
Oct 6th  PCC Meeting 
Oct 30th  Ashington Band Concert at St James 
 

 

PARISH  REGISTERS  
 

 Baptisms:    
 

 August  Riley Michael Wilson 
    Jack Wayne Gibson 
 
 September  Evie Annabel Clarke 
     
 
 Holy Matrimony: 
 

 August  Michael & Sangsun Bae Whittle (Blessing) 
    Stuart Bolwerk & Ruth Guy 

     
  R.I.P:   

   Irene Beven 
    George William Harbottle 
    Isobel Smail 
   John Watters 
   Lawrence Waterston 
   Norman Boyce Ricketts 
   Georgina Evans   May they rest in peace and  
     rise in glory 
 
 
Do not look forward to what might happen tomorrow; the same 
everlasting Father who cares for you today, will take care of you 
tomorrow and every day. Either He will shield you from suffering 
or He will give you unfailing strength to bear it. Be at peace, then, 
and put aside all anxious thoughts and imaginings. 
Francis de Sales 



28 The Parish Cycle of Prayer  

1st  That our Parish may be united  through Christôs love 

2nd  For the members and work of the Local Ministry Group 

3rd 18th after Trinity Pray for the victims of broken relationships 

4th Francis of Assisi Lord, enlighten the darkness of our minds 

5th  We pray that we may love and be loved 

6th William Tyndale Give thanks for those who bring your Word to the world 

7th  May we experience Your great renewal 

8th  For  all who teach in our schools  

9th  For all students to know that which is worth knowing 

10th Harvest Festival Give thanks for the bounty and the beauty of the earth 

11th  Give thanks for Godôs promise of pardon and new life 

12th Edith Cavell, Nurse 1915 That we do not harbour bitterness or hatred 

13th  That we may respond to Godôs call more fully 

14th  For generosity in our dealings  with others 

15th Teresa of Avila That our souls may be enkindled through acts of love 

16th  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good 

17th 20th after Trinity For all who are sick in body, mind or spirit 

18th Luke, Evangelist For physicans and all who work to heal 

19th  Lord, waken me to Your presence 

20th  Lord, I believe in you; help my unbelief 

21st  Pray for those we are called to serve 

22nd  For peace where there is conflict 

23rd  For all who work for peace and justice in the world 

24th Bible Sunday We pray that we may share Your Word 

25th  For  the Parish Clergy and Readers  

26th  For those who work in our legal system 

27th  We do not ask to see, we ask simply to be used 

28th Simon & Jude, Apostles For strength to make known Christôs love and mercy  

29th  That we may be mindful of the needs of others 

30th  For strength for those who mourn 

31st Martin Luther, Reformer That we may accept the gift of Godôs grace through faith 
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G. Rutherford 
(Fencing) 
Morpeth, Northumberland 

Tel: 01670 517032 

Mobile: 0850 327828 

 
TREATED DOMESTIC  FENCING 

SUPPLIED AND ERECTED 

Storm damage and repair ï gates ï patios ï  block  paving 

FREE ESTIMATES 

 

 
 
 
 

 

36 Bridge Street Morpeth NE61 1NL  
Close to Barclays Bank.  

 
Telephone 01670 510652  

Open Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 10am -4pm 
 

MENTAL HEALTH  

Morpeth Mental Health Group  

 
Offers help for people with 
mental health problems, 

their carers 
 and families. 

J.&D. SHEPHERD LTD  

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS  

7C OLD QUEENôS HEAD YARD MORPETH NE61 1PY 
Telephone 01670 517459 Fax 01670 511763  

 
All types of works and repairs undertaken 

Also tests and inspections 
 

REDRING Shower Agents  
Approved contractor for National Inspection Council for Electrical 

Installation Contracting & Northern Electric  
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PARISH OF MORPETH 

October  2010  

October 3rd  18th Sunday after Trinity  
 St Aidan   9.00am Sung Eucharist 
 St James 10.00am Sung Eucharist 
  St Mary   6.00pm Choral Evensong 

 
 October 10th  19th Sunday after Trinity  
 St Mary 10.00am Sung Eucharist 
  St James   6.00pm Evening Worship 
 
October 17th  20th Sunday after Trinity  
 St Aidan   9.00am Sung Eucharist 
 St Mary    10.00am Sung Eucharist 
 St Aidan   6.00pm Evening Worship 
 
October 24th  Last Sunday after Trinity  
 St Aidan    10.00am igniÀion - ôJesus Son of Godô    
 St James  10.00am Sung Eucharist 
 St James    6.00pm  Sung Eucharist 
 
October 31st  4th Sunday before Advent  
 St Aidan 10.00am Fifth Sunday Special 
  St Mary   6.00pm Choral Eucharist  

       
   Every Sunday   8.00am St James   Holy Communion  

WEEKDAY SERVICES 
 

Mon   5.00pm St James Holy Communion  
Tue   1.45pm St Aidan Playtime Plus*  
Wed   9.15am  St Aidan  Holy Communion  
Thur 10.15am  St Mary  Holy Communion 
Fri 10.00am  St James  Holy Communion 

Playtime Plus is held in term-time only 
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Concord Magazine 
Distribution  

Mr Eric Fisher Tel: 515401 (St. J) 
Mr Noel Common Tel: 516208 
 Mrs Val Langston Tel: 510779 (St M) 

óConcordô Editorial Committee 
 Julia Wood (511192) Pat Baker (503429) Chris McPhillips (512418)  

Val Pope (515806)  Sally Keith (515098) 
email contributions to: val@litnotes.co.uk  

Parish Website www.parishofmorpeth.org.uk  
óConcordô online at this site 

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS 

BOYS BRIGADE  
Manchester Street Headquarters  

Company Captain                Mr Kevin Purdy                                           531540              
Officer (Juniors)            Mr Clive Kemp                                            519322 
Officer (Anchors)           Mr Clive Kemp               519322 
Thursday   Juniors (8-11)      
Thursday   Anchors (6-8)      
Tuesday &  Friday  Company (11-18)     

GUIDES BROWNIES & RAINBOWS  
 

2nd St James Rainbows Monday,     All Saints School   
2nd St James Brownies Monday,     All Saints School   
2nd St James Guides Wednesday,    All Saints School   
St Aidanôs Brownies             Wednesday, St Aidanôs Church Hall  
3rd St Maryôs Brownies Tuesday, Abbeyfields First School   
5th St Maryôs Guides  Tuesday, Abbeyfields First School    
Further information from: Helen Carmichael, Tel 518498 

BEAVERS CUBS & SCOUTS  
4th Morpeth Beavers           Monday            HQ                                         
4th Morpeth Beavers           Thursday          HQ                                         
4th Morpeth Cubs                Tuesday           HQ                                          
4th Morpeth Cubs                Thursday          HQ                                          
4th Morpeth Scouts              Monday            HQ                                          
4th Morpeth Scouts              Wednesday     HQ                                          
6th Morpeth Beavers           Thursday          Methodist Church                   
6th Morpeth Cubs                Thursday          Methodist Church                   
6th Morpeth Scouts              Thursday          Methodist Church   
Explorer Scouts                    Friday               Methodist Church   

                 
Further information from:  Clive Rich District Commissioner 01670 511623  

 
Morpeth All Saints C of E Aided School  

Pinewood Drive Lancaster Park Morpeth  
Northumberland NE61 3RD  
Telephone : 01670 512803   

Head Teacher Mrs Pauline Molloy  
Chair of Governors  Mr David Simpson  



32 MORPETH PARISH INFORMATION 
Please visit our website on www.parishofmorpeth.org.uk  

Weekday Services  

St James (HC)  St Mary (HC)  St Aidan (HC)  

6.30 pm Monday 
10.00 am Friday 

10.15am Thursday 
 

9.15 am Wednesday 

St Georgeôs Hospital       11.00 am  Saturday  

Clergy and Staff  

Revd Robert McLean  
The Rectory  
Cottingwood Lane  
Tel: 513517 

Revd Maureen Chester  
10 Leland Place  
Kirkhill Tel: 514569  
(Wed, Thurs & Sun only)  

Revd Jeremy Cooper OLM 
13 Curlew  Hill  
Lancaster Park  
Tel.511593 

Revd. Tony Curtis  
23 Greenacres  
Kirkhill  
Tel: 514724 

Parish Readers  
Mrs Vivenne Sommerville  Tel: 513181  
Mrs Muriel Harris  (Reader Emeritus) Tel: 515579  
Mrs Wendy McKenzie Tel: 510311  

Parish Administrator  
Mrs Freda Whyte  
Tel: 503326 
Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri 9am -12 noon  

Churchwardens  
Sally Keith (Rector's Warden) Tel: 01670 515 098 
Pauline Ferguson 518642  
Paul Davis 510236  
Val Pope 515806  

Enquiries about Baptism and Marriage arrangements can be made at  
The Parish Office, The Parish Hall, Grange Road, Stobhill, Morpeth NE61 2TL.   
Monday - Friday 9.00am to 12.00 noon, or phone  01670 503326 at any time.  
email to: morpeth.parish@btconnect.com  

Organisations and Contacts  

Parish Treasurer  
Naomi Charlton 
Tel: 504453 

Gift Aid Secretary  
Mrs Barbara Wheeler 
Tel: 519664 

Electoral Roll Officer  
Mr Noel Common 
Tel: 516208 

Mothers Union Details from the Parish Office Tel: 503326  

St Mary Sunday School  
Christine Stevenson 
Tel: 518882 
St James Junior Church  
Dr Lindsay Gilfillan 
Tel: 07736108772 

St Aidan Playtime Plus  
(for under 5s & their carers) 
1.45 pm during term-time  
at St Aidan's Church 
Contact: Parish Office  
Tel: 503326 

Planned Giving  
Mr & Mrs Ralph Lowe 
Tel: 514146 
 

Choirs  

St Mary  
Mr Colin Davidson 
Tel: 513381 

St James  
Mrs Harriet Gilfillan 
Tel: 07736108771 

St Aidan  
Mr Roy Beasley 
Tel: 514149 


