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Canon Peter Bryars writes…….. 
Healing Service Easter 6  
I have been invited to introduce you to the Christian healing ministry and so my 
task is to try and convince you that Christian healing should be a normal part of 
everyday Church life, and everyday Christian living. 
What is Christian healing?  
Christian Healing is a very much misunderstood and misused term. First of all it is 
nothing to do with so-called faith healing. It is not faith healing which cures 
people physically and emotionally, mainly through the action of a special person, 
often called a faith healer - someone who has special powers of healing. No, the 
power of Christian healing rests in the person of Jesus Christ who restores us to a 
full and proper relationship with God the Father, with our neighbour and with 
ourselves. This threefold restoration of broken relationships we call by the 
theological name of reconciliation. 
When we choose to follow Christ we become new creations. Our relationship 
with God the Father, broken by sin is restored, and so is our relationship with our 
neighbours and ourselves, but as we all know we still have to live in the world 
and so it is often difficult to appropriate reconciliation in our lives. And that is 
where healing comes in. Healing empowers us to live the restored threefold 
relationships in our lives. Christian healing frees us from all that hinders our 
restored life in Christian Reconciliation gives us a new heart and Christian healing 
pumps the blood through every part of our body. Christian healing enters every 
part of our personality diseased by sin so that God’s kingdom or rule may 
triumph there.  
Christian healing is the means by which we are empowered to live our new lives 
in Christian This is the most important thing I have to say today because it is key 
to answering the question that people ask: “Why does God not heal?”  
If you see healing as the same thing as curing then there are times when we pray 
for healing and God does not cure the ailment or illness, but if you see it in the 
way that I’ve defined it you can experience healing without being cured.  
Let me give you an example. Seven years ago I was told that I had Parkinson’s 
disease and so my first response was to shout at God and ask to be cured. 
Over the years I have changed my prayer to asking God to heal me, by which I 
mean to take away any barrier to appropriating God’s reconciliation in my life. I 
changed from viewing Parkinson’s as a barrier to my relationship with God to 
seeing it as a means to come closer to God. 
It has also given me a new ministry in that when other people with Parkinson’s 
learn that I have the same thing as them, one or two have asked to talk to me, to 
come to me for advice, or simply ask to be listened to. In such a way it has 
restored my relationship with my neighbour, and it has also helped restore my 
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relationship with myself because it has helped me understand myself and why I 
do what I do. For me God has not cured me but he is healing me. It doesn’t stop 
me asking  to be cured but it helps me put things into an eternal perspective, 
because the Christian relationship with God is ongoing even after death. 
What is the healing ministry? 
Well I suppose it’s anything that can bring about a restored relationship with 
God, our neighbours and ourselves. Some ways are very ordinary, like seeing a 
counsellor, or going to the doctor but when we talk about Christian  healing we 
are talking about allowing God to enter into the deepest hurts and needs of our 
lives and allowing him to heal – not necessarily cure – those things which stop us 
having that threefold relationship with God, our neighbours and ourselves. 
For some of us what we need to hear is a word of forgiveness or acceptance, for 
some we need to know that God is with us even in the darkest parts of our lives 
and for others we need to experience the touch of God in a physical way. 
So how do we do it? How do we exercise this ministry in the church? 
Every year the Archdeacon sends out a list of questions to the churchwardens of 
a parish, known as the articles of inquiry. Several years ago I managed to 
persuade the then Archdeacons to ask some questions about the healing 
ministry. The first question was quite simply do you have a healing service in 
your parish or church, and, do you know I was amazed at the number who said 
no. Because let me say here and now the greatest healing service is the service 
of Holy Communion. Every Eucharist, service of Communion or Mass , or 
whatever you want to call it is a healing service. Because it is structured to bring 
about that threefold relationship with God man and self. 
In the first part of the service we confess our sins and hear the word of 
forgiveness, reconciliation and acceptance. Our relationship with God the Father 
is restored. 
I wonder if you know where the healing of our relationship with our neighbours 
comes? The peace! Yes the peace is not really a time of getting to know each 
other better, rather it is a time to ask those who hold things against us for their 
forgiveness and to offer our forgiveness to them – it is a time for relationships 
with each other to be healed. And thirdly in receiving the bread and wine  - the 
body and blood of Christ – we come to the realization that we are accepted and 
loved by God so we are then free to accept ourselves. For if God forgives us why 
don’t we forgive ourselves? Perhaps one of the greatest sins is that of thinking 
that we know better than God, and not believing that we have been forgiven.  
Every service of Holy Communion is a healing service. 
However, there are as you know, other occasions when we meet to worship 
which are specifically designated as healing services. 
Again the focus is on praying for healing rather than asking for a cure, and 
various methods can be used. The first  is the use of everyday objects which are 
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given spiritual significance. We use the theological term of sacraments.  
Often healing services have the Eucharist at the core, where eating ordinary 
bread and drinking wine are transformed by God to bring healing to a person. 
Another thing that is often used is olive oil, and a person is anointed on their 
forehead or on their hands as a symbol of God’s working. Alongside this comes 
the laying on of hands where a simple touch on the head or the shoulder is 
transformed into the touch of God. 
Sometimes people light candles as symbols of their prayer to God, but perhaps 
the main way that marks out a healing service from any other is that often there 
is prayer ministry. This is a time when a team, usually of two specially trained 
people pray with a person, and invite God the Holy Spirit to work in that person’s 
life. Using the gifts of the spirit, and depending on what God is doing in the 
person’s life, there may be all sorts of outcomes. There may be a strengthening 
and empowering to go forward with God. There may be a feeling of reassurance 
that everything will be alright because the problems is in God’s hands and it may 
be that for the person to be whole that God will heal them by providing a cure. 
 
Over the years I have witnessed several people who have been completely cured 
of an illness, or received a marked improvement in their health but there are 
very few people who have not received a measure of healing.  
Often it is the miraculous cures that make the headlines whereas the everyday 
restoration of relationships, being less spectacular, leaves people who attend 
healing services and are not miraculously healed feeling that God is a million 
miles away. 
Healing is God’s work and not a technique. We were reminded in our Gospel 
reading that the healing waters of the pool of Bethzatha were limited at the very 
best. It was only by the words and touch of Jesus that the man was made whole. 
What those of us who are involved in the healing ministry of the Church try to do 
is to offer everyone who wishes the chance to receive the healing touch of Jesus 
in their own lives. We are not magicians or faith healers we are disciples of 
Christ, Christians who have experienced the healing touch of God in our own 
lives and want to offer that to others. 
I am sometimes asked why I believe in the Christian healing ministry and my 
answer is simply this: I believe in the Christian ministry of healing not because 
I’m odd or a weirdo but because I am a Christian. 
 
Peter Bryars  
May 2010 
 
(The above sermon was preached at St Mary’s on May 9th and is included this month for 
those who were not able to attend the service.—Ed) 
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 Morpeth and Mitford Churches Together 
Refugee Support Group 

June/July 2010 
 

It has been pleasing to see additional members remembering to buy the 
suggested items for the refugees, when doing their main weekly shop, now that 
two items are mentioned  on the service sheets each Sunday.  Several persons 
have said it is easier to remember this way. 
 
Sadly I have to report that more people than ever are being referred to the 
charities by the North of England Refugee Service and at one point both WERS 
and Common Ground had to close their hardship funds to all, except those 
already receiving help. The list is still closed in the East End due to lack of funds, 
but WERS is adding  about two persons each week. At the present time they are 
supporting 112 refugees through their hardship fund  and Common Ground  
about 70 persons. Many other persons come for  different kinds of help, perhaps 
support with their asylum applications, clothing or general sympathy.  
Although some legacy cases and Section 4 cases ( those receiving temporary 
government benefits) come off the list, they still need help and are soon 
replaced with new applicants. Quicker and harsher decisions and more refusals, 
result in destitution and imminent deportation. It is no wonder some clients 
become desperate.   
So far helpers at the East End have had to refuse the weekly £10 to 13 destitute 
persons. One can imagine how hard it is to do this when the destitute know 
others are being  helped. (our churches have standing forms for both charities  if 
this situation touches the conscience!) 
 
 On the lighter side, as a result of years of talking to schools , the police, the 
University and  churches, spreading accurate information about asylum cases, it 
is reported that that the attitude to asylum seekers has improved to the extent 
that more refugees are settling in the city out of choice when they have been 
granted leave to remain in the UK- a clear sign that local people are becoming 
generally more welcome to the new communities. There is still a long way to go 
but WERS has an important part to play in spreading the word. 
 
 Contacts-Joy Wight 515990,or Maura Illingworth 516452. 
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News about Masasi 
  
 I love seeing in our daily parish life that we live/work/pray/breathe in a 
worldwide community. There is ongoing good news in Tanzania.   
 The Anglican church community, poor and struggling with climate change 
continues to say thank you, ASANTE SANA  for the faith they initially received 
from the English missionaries and for material help they receive.  I get tears in 
my eyes when we are welcomed so heartily by hundreds of people after the 
Sunday service at the church steps in Masasi. 
 As you know 90% of people in Tanzania are subsistence farmers. You may not 
know that Masasi has often in the past had times of drought, i.e. in the last 
hundred years----- but NOW it is much more frequent and mixed with unusually 
heavy, flooding rains.  In Masasi District Bishop Patrick Mwachiko is active in 
giving help to whoever needs it.  This is not based on being Anglican.  Food is 
given to the Primary Schools so that the children get one good meal each day.  
This keeps their parents from taking them out of school in search of farming 
work to earn some money/ or foodstuffs in exchange for labour.  Another 
outreach action done by Masasi Anglican Diocese is buying maize seed and giving 
it to farmers who have lost their crops from drought or rats or too much rain.  
(The seasons are all topsyturvy.)  Please keep this faith community in your 
thoughts and prayer.   
  Another Tanzanian project is the Jitegemee School Building Project.  We are 
fundraising for The Tanzanian Salvatorian Sisters. They are hoping to have their 
own Primary School outside the capital city of Dar es Salaam.  Eventually it will 
have a population of almost 500 students.  These Sisters were some of our 
students over the decades since we have been connected with Tanzania.  Right 
now Michael Hamilton-Grey is designing a website for this project so soon we 
can refer you to it, to see news about this school.   Please also keep this in your 
thought and prayer. We know this school will SHINE bright.    
HOW YOU CAN HELP! 
Springtime brings clear outs and downsizing and maybe you have "things" that 
could be brought to carboot sales.  If you do Carlotta and company are 
interested as a way of raising money for Jitegemee School Building Project.  The 
foundations for the Primary School are at this time being laid, i.e. concrete and 
steel.  Each bit of money we raise goes right to the Sisters for building materials.  
Maybe by 2011 some classrooms will be completed so children can be 
strengthened with good teaching. 
ANOTHER possibility:  if you have an object that could be put into a charity 
auction--we can also collect and use.   
Thanks again and again, Carlotta Johnson 
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News from the Boys Brigade 
 

The Boys' Brigade has been enjoying an activity packed spring schedule, with lots 
going on now the weather is a bit better! The Company section went cycling in 
Hamsterly Forest, which was great fun, and the Junior Section had a roaring mo-
tor sport evening of karting. The Anchors and Junior section lads took part in an 
all action Open Evening, which was well attended by boys and parents.  
Well done to Company Section lad Michael Errington, who achieved success in 
the Battalion ten pin bowling competition, and to Sam Waterson in the Junior 
Section who won awards for creative efforts in both Battalion and National com-
petitions.  
We are now looking forward to our annual visit to the Broomley Grange Activity 
Centre next month. This is one of the highlights of the company year, and is al-
ways a wonderful weekend, though everyone is tired and muddy by the end of it. 
There are games and challenges to occupy the lads in a variety of fun settings, all 
surrounded by the beautiful Northumberland countryside.  
The company strength is now over 40 lads, and we are still looking for more staff 
to help out on Tuesday and Thursday evenings. Do tell us if you know of anyone 
who might like to contribute to the BB in Morpeth in whatever capacity. 
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Jenny Wallum writes……….. 
Dear Morpeth Concord Magazine team, 
     Fascinated by your "folded Napkin " article in the recent copy of your 
magazine, I decided to refer it to my long-time friend Dr Wendy North, now of 
Durham University and once upon a time at Morpeth Grammar School with me. 
She specialises in the Gospel of St. John ,so I knew I was barking up the right 
tree. Anyway, I am sharing her response with you  as I am certain you are 
interested. See you in June, Jenny 
Here is the reply from Dr North (to Jenny and then on to us, via email)  
 
“I got on to your 'Concord' magazine. I don't know where the information comes 
from but whoever supplied it takes 'napkin' (English) to imply 'table-napkin', 
which it does not. The Greek is 'soudarion' , which is a loan-word from Latin 
'sudarium', and which means literally a cloth for wiping off perspiration, but is 
found generally in a number of contexts.  
As such, it can be translated as cloth, square of linen, napkin in the sense of 
kerchief, or facecloth, but it does not belong in the context of napiery.  
Luke uses it in 19.20 and in Acts 19.12, where it clearly means some kind of cloth 
or handkerchief. John uses it with reference to the burial clothes of Lazarus 
(11.44) and of Jesus (20.7), where it clearly means a cloth to cover the face as a 
burial custom. The point about the burial clothes of Jesus being set aside neatly 
in the way they are is consistent with Jesus' words in Jn 10.18 that he has the 
power to raise himself from the dead.  
The contrast with this calm deliberation would then be with the soudarion in the 
case of Lazarus (who represents the believer), which is still wound suffocatingly 
round his head, so that he can only be released from the trappings of death at 
Jesus' word.  
Another possible reason for the neatness of the grave-clothes in Jn 20 may be 
with an eye to the charge that Jesus' body was stolen by the disciples, which is 
certainly something Matthew has to contend with (cf. Mt.27.62-66).  
There are two words for table-napkin in Greek: 'cheiromaktron' (a cloth to wipe 
the hands) and 'hemitubion' (a towel), neither of which is used in the NT. So your 
author, in making his rather nice point about Jesus signalling he would return, 
has been misled by the English 'napkin', which is therefore not a good translation 
if it has the potential to confuse. As you see, you have succeeded in giving me a 
nice little task to do - hope you weren't too bored - and I have learned the Greek 
for table-napkin in the process!” 
 
Thanks to Dr North and to Chris McPhillips for sending us the original article—ED 
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OO-er! Lawks-a-mussy! Gor blimey an’knock-em-in-
the-Old-Kent-Road! Wot a picture, wot a work of 
art! Me luvverly Goddaughter’s gorn an’ got ’erself 
well ’n’ truly ‘itched, an’ a good time woz ‘ad by all! 
 

Was it noisy? Was it big? Was there a free bar from 2 pm till midnight? Did the 
Bride look luvverly? Was Tommy ‘Ground Force’ Walsh there and did he have red 
braces on? YES, YES and YES! A feature-length episode of East Enders with ELVIS! 
A teeny bit of mild disappointment that he didn’t wear the rhinestone-studded 
cape, but he did have tassels and chains, thankyouverymuchladies’n’gennlemen. 
 
Seated on the geriatric-friends table, we had a good view of the other guests and 
were pleased to see that fake tan; killer heels; inventive tattoos and bling are still 
de rigeur for society weddings. The girls also looked stunning, if a bit bare. 
 
We stayed overnight at the Ruskin Hotel, a large Victorian house in the Gothic 
decorative style, run, we think, by Buddhists, although I didn’t manage to verify 
that, as Dave stopped me from opening the pink plastic shrine on the 
mantelpiece in the residents’ lounge, so we never did find out exactly what God, 
Goddess, Guru or Holy Personage was concealed therein. They did do full English 
with bacon, though, so they weren’t vegetarian (or maybe used long tongs in the 
kitchen and kept the windows open.) My boiled eggs were very nice indeed. 
 
We honestly had a fine time and apart from the ‘silver’ bracelet from Dorothy 
Perkins that turned my wrist  green, the outfit was much admired, as was the 
vintage hat-with-feathers. Memo for the future—do NOT wear high heels and 
pointy-toed shoes for longer than ten minutes, or your feet go numb and you 
can’t walk very well.. 
 
Now on to more serious and exciting stuff.. 
 
We have a new  and very special feature on pages  22 & 23, which I hope you will 
like, from Ron Harrison, a local artist whom many of you may already know from 
Morpeth Art Group and whose artwork is stunning. He has kindly offered to 
produce drawings and illustrations for Concord and I hope that we will be able to 
include his work throughout the year. He has written something about himself 
and  we have also included two of his pen and ink drawings in this month’s 
magazine. We look forward very much to seeing much more of his work in future 
editions. Thank you, Ron. I enjoyed our chat! Keep them coming! 
 
Val Pope 
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A Naughty Political Joke 
While walking down the street one day an MP is tragically hit by a truck and dies. 
His soul is met in heaven by St. Peter . 
'Welcome to heaven,' says St. Peter. We seldom see a high official around these 
parts, so we're not sure what to do with you.'  
'No problem, just let me into heaven,' says the man.  
'Well, what we'll do is have you spend one day in hell and one in heaven. Then 
you can choose where to spend eternity.'  
‘But I want to be in heaven,'  says the MP.  
'I'm sorry, but the rules are one day in each.' And with  that, St. Peter  escorts 
him to the elevator and he goes down to hell, where he finds himself in the 
middle of a golf course. Standing beside the clubhouse are all his friends and 
other politicians who had worked with  him. They run to greet him, shake his 
hand, and reminisce about the good times they had. They play a  friendly game 
of golf and then dine on lobster, caviar and  champagne. The devil is a very 
friendly & nice guy who has a good time dancing and telling jokes and when it’s 
time to be gone, he gives the MP a hearty farewell and waves while the elevator 
rises back to heaven.  
 
In heaven 24 hours pass with the MP joining a group  of contented souls moving 
from cloud to cloud, playing the harp and singing.  They have a good time and, 
before he realizes it, the 24 hours have gone by  and St. Peter returns.  
 
'Well, then, you've spent a day in hell and  another in heaven. Now choose your 
eternity.'  
The MP reflects for a minute, then he answers: 'Heaven has been delightful, but I 
think I would be better off  in hell.' So St. Peter escorts him to the elevator and 
he goes down. 
When the doors of  the elevator open he's in the middle of a barren land covered 
with  waste and garbage. He sees all his friends, dressed in rags, picking up the 
trash and putting it in black bags as more trash falls from above.  
The devil comes over to him and puts his arm around his  shoulder.  
 
'I don't understand,' stammers the MP. 'Yesterday I was here and there was a 
golf course and clubhouse, and we ate lobster and caviar, drank champagne, and 
danced and had a great time. Now there's just a wasteland full of garbage and all 
my friends look miserable. What happened?'  
The devil looks at him, smiles and says, 'Yesterday we were campaigning.. ..  
 
 Today you voted’………………. 
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The Francis Wood Page  
MRS THORN'S SECRET 

 
Mrs Thom does all her saintly work from her armchair. In fact, she lives in 
the armchair. When I take the Sacrament to her, I arrive with my little 
black case containing a cross, candlesticks, paten and chalice. She has 
prepared by setting up a small table with a white cloth and a single, fresh
-cut flower. We begin the service. Some older people find the modem 
words in the book difficult. But Mrs Thorn says, "The words are not 
important are they? It's knowing  I shall meet Jesus in this room that 
matters." 
 
One day, as we prayed, the 'phone rang. She picked it up, identified the 
caller and, "I'll ring you back. I have a visitor with me." Replacing the 
receiver, she smiled and said, "And what a Visitor!  Go on dear."  
She always tells me what she'd like us to pray for.  
It's amazing how she knows what's going on in the district. For her, the 
EVENING CHRONICLE is an armchair intercession list. 
What's her secret? Perhaps Sarah Naylor has found it. Poor Sarah was 
going through a hard time. The twins were in trouble at school, the 
television was on the blink and her husband was about to lose his job. 
She came to see me but there was little I could advise. As she left, I asked 
if she would drop off a note for Mrs Thom on the way home. I watched 
her disappear down the road. Next day she was in front of me at the fish 
shop. As I came out, she was waiting. 
 
"You knew what you were doing, asking me to call on Mrs Thom, didn't 
you?" "What d'you mean?" I said. "Well, I was there for two hours. She 
did me a power of good. Today I feel so much stronger." I asked, "What 
did she say?" 
"She didn't say very much. She just listened to me. I don't think I've had 
the chance to talk like that for years. She sat in her chair and listened. 
The funny thing was that I found myself giving all the answers to the very 
questions I was asking. You know, that woman is a saint!" 
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Dr Sentamu reflects on crime and punishment 
– and forgiveness  

 
How should we treat those in our prisons nowadays? In a recent article for the 
Independent newspaper*, Dr Sentamu began by remembering Jesus’ words to 
the prisoner on the cross who asked Jesus to remember him when he came into 
his kingdom.  
 
“As a result (he) is forgiven for his past sins, given new life in the present and 
hope for the future. He is not given new life because the prisoner is blameless, 
you understand, but because Jesus is. In short we do not get what we deserve, 
and thank God for that!  
“I was reflecting on this message recently when thinking about the way we treat 
our prisoners nowadays. As a former member of the Bar and the Bench, I 
recognise that some criminals should never be released from prison. This might 
be because of who they are, and not just because of the nature of the crimes 
they have committed. Prisoners need to be fully rehabilitated and transformed. 
Even for those who find salvation in God, they must realise there is a human cost 
to be paid on this earth and in many cases that may mean permanent 
incarceration.  
“However there are many prisoners, especially young women, who commit 
lesser offences who will one day be released back into society. How does our 
system treat them?  
“Of course, it is commonsense to say that criminals should not be rewarded for 
being in prison. It is patently not right when we read stories in the papers of 
institutions that offer inmates things such as cable TV and playstations, and 
other non-essential items that many outside of prison cannot afford for their 
families, despite working hard and sticking to the rules. But at the same time, we 
need to understand that prison is not just about punishment, it is about 
rehabilitation. For the purpose of punishment is penitence.  
“It goes without saying that it would be better if people did not become 
criminals in the first place. We need to teach young people to value themselves 
and act responsibly towards others in society, but for many they have been 
brought up in a culture which says there is no such thing as society, just 
individualistic greed and self-satisfaction to get us through.  
“Personally, I like the idea of restorative justice and community punishments for 
low-level offenders. We need to recognise the personal cost of crime. We need 
to recognise the damage, hurt and pain crime causes to victims and their 
families. And we need to recognise the cost to the wider society.  
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“I remember the emotional story in South Africa of a mother at the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission hearing about her son's murder. The police officer 
who had ordered the brutal killing was there, shamefacedly listening to the 
details of what he and his colleagues had done. At the end the room was quiet. 
The chair of the commission, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, asked the woman if she 
had anything to say to the man who had killed her son.  
 
“She responded: ‘I am very full of sorrow. So I am asking you now – come with 
me to the place where he died, pick up in your hands some of the dust of the 
place where his body lay, and feel in your soul what it is to have lost so much. 
And then I will ask you one thing more. When you have felt my sadness, I want 
you to do this. I have so much love, and without my son, that love has nowhere 
to go. So I am asking you – from now on, you be my son, and I will love you in his 
place.’ And the policeman did become as her son.  
 
“Free pardon does not undervalue the damage caused by our sin. Jesus's action 
on the cross was the supreme example of restorative justice. And in response we 
must take the responsibility which love and truth lay on us.  
 
“As the strap-line for the Shawshank Redemption says: ‘Fear can hold you 
prisoner, hope can set you free’. We are all called to face the fear within us - not 
only the fear of the hurt done to us and the way of life to which we have become 
attached, but the fear also of our own unacknowledged capacity for hatred and 
for division. To recognise and confront those fears is, for me, fundamental for a 
civilised society. 
 
*This article originally appeared in The Independent on Friday 2 April 2010.  
 

Testing Times 
 

As summer begins, it’s a time for many people to relax and enjoy the sun and 
look forward to holidays, but for thousands of students, teachers and others it’s 
time for exams! 
Please set aside some time to pray for all students—in schools, colleges, 
universities and other places of learning who are facing what for many is the 
most stressful time of their lives so far . May and June are crucial months and so 
much depends on how well candidates prepare for this important rite of 
passage. Teachers and examiners also need your prayerful support as they mark 
and assess papers throughout June, July and August. 
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Faith 
 
When your prayers at times appear to 
go unanswered, 
And the words of your worse doubters 
seem so true, 
When it seems the whole wide world is 
all against you, 
Just put your faith in God and you’ll pull 
through. 
 
When your life is like a maze with no 
known exit, 
And your future appears to be as black 
as night, 
When it seems that all your efforts end 
in failure, 
Just put your faith in God, he’ll see you 
right. 
 
For those who put their faith in God 
have reason, 
For confidence to face each trial and 
test, 
And know better times are just around 
the corner, 
For faith is the soft pillow that gives 
rest. 
By Colin Hammacott 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘O Lord, Seek Us’ 
 
O Lord, seek us, O Lord, find us 
In thy patient care; 
By thy love before, behind us, 
Round us everywhere: 
Lest the god of this world bind us, 
Lest he speak us fair, 
Lest he forge a chain to bind us, 
Lest he bait a snare. 
Turn not from us, call to mind us, 
Find, embrace us, bear; 
Be thy love before, behind us, 
Round us, everywhere. 
 
By Christina Rossetti (1830 – 94) 

 

The Lords Prayer 
(to be sung to the tune of ‘Breathe on me, Breath 
of God) 

 
Father, who art in Heaven 
All hallowed be thy name 
They kingdom come, Thy will be done 
In Earth and Heav’n the same. 
 
The bread we need to live 
Give us, this day we pray. 
Forgive our sin, as we forgive, 
Those hurting us today. 
 
Lead us from tempting paths 
And sinful, selfish ways 
Deliver us from evil’s grasp 
To serve Thee all our days. 
 
So may Thy Glory shine, 
And may Kingdom reign, 
The power Thine, the glory Thine, 
For evermore, Amen. 
By Nigel Beeton 
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SEWING & ALTERATIONS  LAUNDRY  DRY CLEANING 

We also Clean Duvets, Curtains and Light Furnishings 
and offer a Pressing and Ironing Service 

Jeannette Allen 

25 Grange Road, Stobhill Grange, Morpeth NE61 2TW 

Tel: 01670 514084 

 

JOHN SMAIL & SONS 

40 Bridge Street Morpeth 
Tel. Morpeth 512643 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Ironmongery Tools 

Garden Products Glass & Chinaware 

Kitchenware Footwear Key Cutting 

Contemporary & Traditional Furniture 

Oriental Rugs 

Stewart & Co At Meldon Park 
Meldon Park (5 minutes from Dyke Neuk pub), Morpeth, Northumberland  NE61 3SW 01670 772 013 

emily@stewartandcofinefood.co.uk I www.stewartandcofinefood.co.uk 

 

 

Café & Fine Food Store  Locally Sourced Meat 

Local Gifts & Crafts 

Victorian Walled Garden Kids Play Area 

 
Open Weds-Fri 10.30am-4pm Sat & Sun 10am-5pm 

(we do a great Sunday Roast Dinner…) 

Also available for function & event hire 
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Thank God for farmers! 
 
Open Farm Sunday is this year on 7th June, when Christians are being asked to remember 
farmers. The Rev Dr Gordon Gatward, Director of the Arthur Rank Centre says: ‘We hope 
people, wherever they live, will join us in contemplating where their food comes from and 
celebrating the work of the farmers who produce it, by using this prayer on 7th June’. 
(The ARC is a charity which supports the rural community and its churches through a 
programme of community and social projects, resourcing and training.) 

 
Cabbages come in polythene bags,  
devoid of hidden insects and other creepy crawlies. 
Potatoes are mud free and ready for the oven. 
Meat is presented in sterile packs 
whilst milk is pasteurised and semi skimmed 
in conveniently shaped containers that fit in the fridge. 
It’s all a million miles from where the story began, 
and the world of those who should tell it. 
 
Those who prepare the land, plough it and cultivate it; 
sow it and plant it, weed it and spray it, 
irrigate it and harvest it, and sort and transport 
the crop that’s produced. 
Those who calve the cow, stay with it and tend it; 
feed it and milk it, help with the birth and watch the calf grow. 
Who tag it and protect it, nurture it and feed it, 
until it’s ready for market as a strong healthy beast. 
 
So many hours and so much skill. 
Generations of experience, tending the land and caring for stock. 
So much effort, so many risks, 
the weather, disease, the whim of the market 
all to put food on my plate. 
 
Lord I thank you 
for those who produce the food that I eat; 
for their commitment and effort, their knowledge, their skills. 
And forgive me I pray that I take them for granted, 
forget what they do, and ignore what I owe. 
May I value their work and all it produces, 
May I give them the respect and the appreciation they deserve. 
And may I give you the glory, as Creator Provider, 
the giver of all that I now thank you for. 
Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
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SUNDAY  JUNE 13TH from 10 am 
A Great Day Out for All the family! 
Park & Ride from 10 am at County hall in vintage buses - FREE all day 

 See the RENAULT FORMULA ONE CAR 
on the Market Place & win use of a 
Renault sports vehicle for a week!  
Courtesy of Benfield, Morpeth - Main Sponsors of Morpeth Fair day 
2010 

 MAIN PARADE, Harleys, cars, Morpeth Pipe Band & Miniature American Horses 
ON BRIDGE STREET AT NOON  

Main Stage: 
10 am  Opening Ceremony 
10.15 am   Start of Fun Run organised by Morpeth  Harriers 
10.30am  Ashington Colliery Band 
11.15 am  Dance Northumberland 
12 noon   GRAND PARADE 
12.30 pm  Morpeth Pipe Band & Dancers (Main Stage) 
1 pm   Pete Dodds & Red Box Band 
1.45 pm  Morpeth Pipe Band & Dancers 
2 .00 pm  Along Came Lola 
2.30 pm  Ashington Colliery Band 
3.00 pm  Dance Northumberland 
3.30 pm  Along Came Lola 
4.00 pm Cadillac ‘59 Rock & Roll 

  
High Stanners riverside events: Chain Saw Sculpture at 12.30, 2 pm & 3 pm 
Ridgeside Falconry Display all day (birds fly at 1 pm & 3 pm) 
Beavan’s Old Time Fairground Strikers all day 
Miniature Horse Petting Paddock all day. Gravity Boost Trampolines all day. 
Army Paintball Range and Climbing Wall all day 
Vintage Car display all day and Harley bikes after the Parade 
Bouncy castles, children's amusements and food all day &Red Cross Training Tent  
 New Market: Keith Turner’s Fun Fair ALL DAY 
Bridge Street & Market Place -  Street Market all day 
Chantry Area - Craft Stalls all day & Childrens Punch & Judy shows 
Oldgate - Continental Market all day 



21 

G C Electrical Services 
  

17th Edition Qualified  

Part P Registered  

Full or Part Rewires  

New Consumer Units  

All work certified and guaranteed  

For your entire domestic electrical needs  

No job too small  

For a free estimate call Gary on 07787471742 

DEREK’S HANDY-MAN SERVICES 

Phil Walker Wealth Management 
 

I offer specialist advice in a wide range of areas including: 
 

 Investment Growth 

 Retirement Planning 

 Inheritance Tax Saving 

 Long Term Care Planning 
For further details contact: 

Phil Walker Dip PFS@ Appleby House Castle Square Morpeth 

Tel: 01670 517938 or 07711 556332 
Email: phil.walker@sjpp.co.uk Web: sjpp.co.uk/philwalker 

PLUMBING - SHOWERS &  

BATHROOMS FITTED   TILING 

  ELECTRICS      JOINERY  

  PAINTING & DECORATING      

     GARDEN WALLS     FENCING 

               PATIOS & PAVING                         

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

PHONE DEREK ON  

07774094850 / 07818887157  

QUALITY  

WORK 

AT  

REASONABLE 

RATES  

 

FRIENDLY  & 

RELIABLE  

SERVICE 
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Portrait of an Artist 
Ron Harrison 
Art as an act and a feeling has been running 

through my life since a very young age. At 

14years of age I got a job as an electrical 

apprentice because I was good at drawing, and 

in my last year at school at age 14 years I was 

given a room of my own and told to produce 

works of art for exhibition at the school’s final 

year. I was to go to an Architects office as a sort 

of apprentice but he decided to use his own 

friends son rather than the boy who could draw. 

From about 5 or 6 years old my father taught me 

the fundamentals of how to draw. 

 

 

[I ] Draw what you see not what you think you see 

[2] Eye line is important for perspective 

[3] Use a rectangle cut out of a card as a view finder and a perspective check . 

[4]Most important of all: never rub out mistakes. 

As a teenager I always carried a small pad and pen with me and sketched people and places 

around me while I was travelling or waiting. I have thousands of sketches lying about, 

mostly in ink. 1 took my Dad’s advice very seriously and did not rub out. I have very few 

pencil sketches, most of my drawings are in ink, either with brush or pen. 

I took 0 and A Level Art for fun when I finished my BA[HON] which was mainly Art 

History I  wanted to test myself using all available art materials. This I did winning A star 

at each level. 

My working life and studies for it had always been science based, so when I retired at 58 

yrs. of age I set about balancing my education by studying the HUMANITIES and ART 

related subjects in depth. So for the last 20 years of my life I have actively studied non- 

science related subjects. After five years studying at the Open University I got a BA[Hons] 

in ART and HISTORY. 

Myself and two others Mrs B,Atchieson and Mr, Rowbottom formed a MORPETH ART 

GROUP for aspiring Artists. We limited the group to twenty five and welcomed any one 

who wanted to draw and paint as formal day a week activity. After ten years I gave up the 

job of Treasurer and Mrs B Atchieson retired as chairman at the same time. The group is 

still going strong holding an exhibition every November. The Mayor and other local big 

wigs attend the preview to get their pictures in the local press. 

I found myself involved in fostering cultural activity in and around MORPETH as 

Vice-chairman of the Morpeth and District Arts Trust It was as Chair of the 

Production and Progressing Committee that I had the most impact .It became 

difficult for me to attend meetings due to my domestic circumstances so I retired a 

few dears ago. Diane my elder daughter as taken up the paint, brushes and paper 

as an keen painter which is nice and looks as though her efforts will be successful. 

I still paint and draw most weeks and give occasional talks on drawing, the Art 

close to my heart    Ron Harrison 
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Playtime Plus 

 
Playtime Plus continues to meet on Tuesday 
afternoons in St. Aidan's Church during term 
times, and over recent months we have been 

blessed by many new children attending.  
We currently have a regular attendance of around 12 youngsters, and it is such a 
joy to see both the children and their parents and carers enjoying a time of 
fellowship, Bible stories, songs and crafts. It is especially good to have lots of 
Grandparents bringing children too! 
God's Word is the basis of our Christian faith, and we cannot underestimate the 
importance of this in the lives of even very young children. It is amazing how 
much toddlers absorb from stories and songs, and they seem to have lots of fun 
doing it! 
Playtime Plus is a real team effort, from making coffees to preparing crafts and 
even hoovering and tidying up afterwards. It is a lovely welcoming environment, 
and the children seem to really look forward to coming each week - although this 
may also have something to do with the endless supply of biscuits! 
We would value prayers for all the babies and toddlers and their carers who 
attend Playtime Plus, that they would experience something of the true Living 
God, and that everything that we do at Playtime Plus - play, stories, songs and 
crafts, would be inspired by God and to His glory. 
We would love to see any new preschool children (babies welcome too!) with 
their parents or carers any term time Tuesday afternoon from 1.45pm till 3pm at 
St. Aidan's Church. Come and have some fun! 
Lesley Williams 

  

Saturday June 5th 

St James Church, Morpeth 

7.30 pm 

Sing Joyfully! 

English Music for Midsummer 
 

Tickets £8.00 from Nacy Flitcroft, Roy Beasley, Frances Major or at the door 

 

Ticket price includes a glass of Pimms (with strawberries!) 

Director: Julian Wright 
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When it comes to your Special Occasion call us for expert advice 

 

F.H.Hardy 
The Florists of Morpeth 

for style and imagination 
54 Newgate Street, Morpeth 

 
Teleflorist Agent Telephone (01670) 512939 

mrscfair@btconnect.com 

Counsellor and Reiki Practitioner 

 
I am a Christian Counsellor, trained in Person Centred and 
Bereavement Counselling with experience in particular with 

workplace stress and depression. 
Reiki is a non-invasive therapy which tunes in to  

Godôs healing power. It is deeply relaxing, calming and gentle 
and may be used safely by all ages, in any situation. 

 

Marian Bell, B.Sc.(Hons) F.D.A. (Couns.) M.C.Th.A 

Watson House, Oldgate, Morpeth 01670 511293 

Applebyôs Bookshop 
60 Newgate Street 

Morpeth 
Northumberland 

NE61 1BE 
01670 512960 

 
Order and now pay online with all major credit cards.  

Order online and save ÃÃÃÃôs 
www.applebysbookshop.co.uk 
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News from the PCC 
 

The first meeting of the new PCC was held on May 11 th  after a 
celebration of the Eucharist in St James.  The main purpose of the 
meeting was to elect officers & agree on the composition of various sub -
committees  
 

The following Officers were elected; 
Vice ï Chairman   Sally Keith   

Hon. Treasurer. Naomi Charlton      .   
Hon. Secretary Frances Major     
Electoral Roll Officer  Noel Common   
 
The PCC ratified the posts of;  
Gift Aid Secretary (Barbara Wheeler)  

Planned Giving Recorders  (Ralph & Anne Lowe)  
 
Standing Committee 
Clergy, Treasurer, Secretary, Churchwardens and two elected members, 
Noel Common & Nancy Flitcroft.  
 
Finance Committee (which now subsumes the Parish Share Working 

Group)  The Rector, N Charlton (Treasurer)  and Churchwardens. Also 

Noel Common, Lindsey Gilfillan, Ralph Lowe & Alan Purdue   
 
Events Committee 
Pauline Ferguson, Caroline Davis, Paul Davis, & co -options.    
 
Parish Hall.  Deferred while Dave Pope explores possible funding 

sources.  
 

St Maryôs Working Group 
Rector,  Paul Davis, Stuart Hendy, Ralph Lowe, Richard & Frances 
Major, Charles Robinson working with the Architect, Robin Dower, & 
óInspired Northeastô (English Heritage/ Newcastle Diocese) to forward 

plans for re -ordering at St Maryôs.  The PCC endorsed this group. 
 
Local Ministry Group  
Co-ordinator ï Judith Page.  Clergy, Readers, Readers in training, 

Pauline Ferguson & Julia Wood.    New members to support and 
encourage ministry would be very welcome.  
 

Other business included general agreement to allow the parish toilets in 
Storey Park (currently unusable) to be re -designed by the Town Council 
as Disabled/ Baby change facilities & extra storage.  It was also agreed 
that the post of Parish Administrator should be advertised locally and in 
the Diocesan Link newspaper.  
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PARISH DIARY  2010 
 

June 5   Durham Singers at St James 
June 19  Mediterranean Evening at Storey Park 
July 4   Tony Curtisô Ordination at Newcastle Cathedral 
July 10   Messy Church at Storey Park & St Maryôs 
July 23   Cologne Orchestra at St James 
 

 

PARISH  REGISTERS     

 

R.I.P.    April  Isobel McAlpine 
  
  May   Irene Varley 
  
    

  

Mediterranean  
Evening       

June 19th 2010 
Storey Park        7 for 7.30pm 
Ticket £7.00  
(Children under 12 free) 
 
Includes food – bring your own drinks  
 
Tickets available  from Paul Davis, Nancy Flitcroft.   
Pauline Ferguson or the Parish Office 

Proceeds in aid of St Mary’s Roof  
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1st  For those elected to serve the country 

2nd  Give thanks for freedom  to debate & question 

3rd Corpus Christi Give thanks for Holy Communion 

4th  Pray for our Parish 

5th  Pray for Tony Curtis and his family 

6th Ist after Trinity Help us to be still and listen to Godôs voice 

7th  For hope in despair 

8th  For all who are disadvantaged and deprived 

9th Columba of Iona Make me a channel of your peace 

10th  For comfort for those who are unhappy 

11th Barnabas, Apostle Give us strength to support & help others 

12th  Give thanks for the beauty of the earth 

13th 2nd after Trinity Sustain and uplift us with your Spirit 

14th  Give thanks for those who work in the Fire Service 

15th  Thank you, Lord for the blessings you give us 

16th Joseph Butler, Bp. Pray for all Bishops 

17th  Pray for all who work in voluntary service 

18th  Give thanks for care givers, doctors and nurses 

19th  For all who work in hospitals and surgeries 

20th 3rd after Trinity Comfort the bereaved and lonely 

21st  Give thanks for the Ambulance service 

22nd Alban 1st martyr Britain For all who are faced with persecution 

23rd  Pray for our Armed Forces 

24th Birth of John, Baptist All who are newly baptised 

25th  Help us to make good use of our time and talents 

26th  Help us to recognise and overcome our weaknesses 

27th 4th after Trinity Open our ears, hearts and minds to Your word 

28th  For our friends and neighbours 

29th Peter & Paul apostles May our faith, like a rock, be strong 

30th  For all who are on holiday 
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G. Rutherford 
(Fencing) 
Morpeth, Northumberland 

Tel: 01670 517032 

Mobile: 0850 327828 

 
TREATED DOMESTIC  FENCING 

SUPPLIED AND ERECTED 

Storm damage and repair ï gates ï patios ï  block  paving 

FREE ESTIMATES 

 

 
 
 
 

 

36 Bridge Street Morpeth NE61 1NL 
Close to Barclays Bank. 

 
Telephone 01670 510652 

Open Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 10am-4pm 
 

MENTAL HEALTH 

Morpeth Mental Health Group 

 
Offers help for people with 
mental health problems, 

their carers 
 and families. 

J.&D. SHEPHERD LTD 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 

7C OLD QUEENôS HEAD YARD MORPETH NE61 1PY 
Telephone 01670 517459 Fax 01670 511763 

 
All types of works and repairs undertaken 

Also tests and inspections 
 

REDRING Shower Agents 
Approved contractor for National Inspection Council for Electrical 

Installation Contracting & Northern Electric 
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SUNDAY SERVICES IN JUNE 2010 
 
June 6th  First Sunday of Trinity 
 St Aidan  9.00am Sung Eucharist 
 St James  10.00am Sung Eucharist 
 St Mary  6.00pm Choral Evensong 
 
June 13th  Second Sunday of Trinity 
 St Mary    10.00am Sung Eucharist 
  St James  6.00pm Evening Worship 
 
June 20th  Third Sunday of Trinity 
 St Aidan  9.00am Sung Eucharist 
 St Mary    10.00am Sung Eucharist 
 St Aidan  6.00pm Evening Worship 
   
June 27th  Fourth Sunday of Trinity 
 St Aidan   10.00am igniÀion -  óJesus our Kingô 
 St James 10.00am Sung Eucharist 
 St James 6.00pm Evening Worship  

 
Every Sunday   8.00am St James   Holy Communion 

 
WEEKDAY SERVICES 

 

Mon     5.00pm    St James   Holy Communion  
Tues    1.45pm    St Aidan     Playtime Plus 

Wed     9.15am    St Aidan     Holy Communion  
Thurs 10.15am    St Mary      Holy Communion 
Fri      10.00am    St James    Holy Communion 

 

Playtime Plus is held in term-time only 
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Concord Magazine 
Distribution 

Mr Eric Fisher Tel: 515401 (St. J) 
Mrs Dorothy Glass Tel: 512118 (St A) 
 Mrs Val Langston Tel: 510779 (St M) 

óConcordô Editorial Committee 
 Julia Wood (511192) Pat Baker (503429) Chris McPhillips (512418)  

Val Pope (515806)  Sally Keith (515098) 
email contributions to: val@litnotes.co.uk  

Parish Website www.parishofmorpeth.org.uk  
óConcordô online at this site 

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS 

BOYS BRIGADE 
Manchester Street Headquarters 

Company Captain                Mr Kevin Purdy                                           531540              
Officer (Juniors)            Mr Clive Kemp                                            519322 
Officer (Anchors)           Mr Clive Kemp               519322 
Tuesday   Juniors (8-11)      
Thursday   Anchors (6-8)      
Tuesday &  Friday  Company (11-18)     

GUIDES BROWNIES & RAINBOWS 
 

2nd St James Rainbows Monday,     All Saints School   
2nd St James Brownies Monday,     All Saints School   
2nd St James Guides Wednesday,    All Saints School   
St Aidanôs Brownies             Wednesday, St Aidanôs Church Hall  
3rd St Maryôs Brownies Tuesday, Abbeyfields First School   
5th St Maryôs Guides  Tuesday, Abbeyfields First School    
Further information from: Helen Carmichael, Tel 518498 

BEAVERS CUBS & SCOUTS 
4th Morpeth Beavers           Monday            HQ                                         
4th Morpeth Beavers           Thursday          HQ                                         
4th Morpeth Cubs                Tuesday           HQ                                          
4th Morpeth Cubs                Thursday          HQ                                          
4th Morpeth Scouts              Monday            HQ                                          
4th Morpeth Scouts              Wednesday     HQ                                          
6th Morpeth Beavers           Thursday          Methodist Church                   
6th Morpeth Cubs                Thursday          Methodist Church                   
6th Morpeth Scouts              Thursday          Methodist Church   
Explorer Scouts                    Friday               Methodist Church   

                 
Further information from:  Clive Rich District Commissioner 01670 511623  

 
Morpeth All Saints C of E Aided School  

Pinewood Drive Lancaster Park Morpeth 
Northumberland NE61 3RD 
Telephone : 01670 512803  

Head Teacher Mrs Pauline Molloy  
Chair of Governors  Mr David Simpson 
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MORPETH PARISH INFORMATION 

Weekday Services  

St James (HC) St Mary (HC) St Aidan (HC) 

6.30 pm Monday 
10.00 am Friday 

10.15am Thursday 
 

9.15 am Wednesday 

St Georgeôs Hospital       11.00 am  Saturday  

Clergy and Staff 

Revd Robert McLean 
The Rectory 
Cottingwood Lane 
Tel: 513517 

Revd Maureen Chester 
10 Leland Place 
Kirkhill Tel: 514569  
(Wed, Thurs & Sun only) 

Revd Jeremy Cooper OLM 
13 Curlew  Hill 
Lancaster Park 
Tel.511593 

Parish Readers  
Mrs Vivienne Sommerville  Tel: 513181  
Mrs Muriel Harris  (Reader Emeritus) Tel: 515579  
Mrs Wendy McKenzie Tel: 510311 
Mrs Judith Page Tel: 519944 

Churchwardens & Administration  

Sally Keith (Rector's Warden) Tel: 01670 515 098 

Pauline Ferguson 518642 Paul Davis 510236 
 

Val Pope 515806 

Parish Administrator Mrs Frances Major Tel: 503326 
Parish Office Hours Monday-Friday 9am-12 noon 
email to: morpeth.parish@tiscali.co.uk 

Parish Treasurer 
Naomi Charlton 
Tel: 504453 

Planned Giving  
Mr & Mrs Ralph Lowe 
Tel: 514146 

Gift Aid Secretary 
Mrs Barbara Wheeler 
Tel: 519664 

Electoral Roll Officer 
Mr Noel Common 
Tel: 516208 

Organisations and Contacts  

St Mary Sunday School 
Christine Stevenson 
Tel: 518882 
 

St James Junior Church 
Dr Lindsay Gilfillan 
Tel: 07736108772 

St Aidan Playtime Plus 
(for under 5s & their carers) 
1.45 pm during term-time  
at St Aidan's Church 
Contact: Parish Office  
Tel: 503326 

Mothers Union Details from the Parish OfficeTel: 503326  

Choirs  

St Mary 
Mr Colin Davidson 
Tel: 513381 

St James 
Mrs Harriet Gilfillan 
Tel: 07736108771 

St Aidan 
Mr Roy Beasley 
Tel: 514149 

Enquiries about Baptism and Marriage arrangements can be made at  
the Parish Office, The Parish Hall, Grange Road, Stobhill, Morpeth NE61 2TL.   
Monday - Friday 9.00am to 12.00 noon, or phone  01670 503326 at any time. 


