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PHOTOGRAPHY 

ONE HOUR DEVELOPING SERVICE 
PRINTS FROM PRINT FILM AND DIGITAL FILES 

DIGITAL PRINTS FROM ONLY 15p 

 

LEAVE IT TO STAITS 

4 Market Place Morpeth NE61 1HE 
Telephone 512877 Fax 504132 

David Russan 
Specialist Painter & Decorator 

 

Over 30 years experience 
Marbling - Graining - Signwriting etc 

Free Estimates 
Tel: 01670 520380 
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“Christmas is being put away: 
 
The Kings in a cardboard box, 
 
Mary stashed in tissue paper, 
 
Joseph wrapped in a woolly hat, 
 
And the infant Christ in a nylon sock; 
 
All tucked away under the stairs 
 
We'll climb another year 
 
Up to bed and down to breakfast. 
 
And somewhere in the pantry of my thoughts 
 
A wistful coil of questions 
 
Goes unanswered.” 

 
 
Father Patrick Purnell’s poem always seems so poignant at the beginning 
of the New Year.  
 
We have had our fill of Christmas celebrations and now it is time to get 
back to the routine of every day and to get on with life as best we can. It 
is as if we really do not think that what we have celebrated at Christmas 
will make any real difference to the person we will become in the days 
and weeks that follow. 
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 Apparently the novelist Henry James once said to his son: “Three things 
are important. The first is to be kind. The second is to be kind. The third is 
to be kind.” 
 
 As we begin a new year we cannot help but remember ‘This time last 
year….’ 
 
As you remember the gift of last year, give yourself a moment to ask: 
‘What was the kindest thing someone did for me last year, and what was 
the kindest thing I did for someone else?’ 
 
Say thank you to God for the kindness you were able to offer and receive, 
and resolve to heal any bitterness and anger. 
 
Please do not put away your spirit of Christmas in a box until next year. 
God’s gift of life and hope and love in Jesus does not come with either a 
‘sell by’ or a ‘best before’ date. Rather, it is a gift to be unwrapped afresh 
each and every day. Three things are important. The first is to be kind, 
the second is to be kind, and the third is to be kind.  
 
 May God give you the grace and courage you need for whatever the New 
Year brings. 
 
 Robert 

 
 
Dear Lord, help us to live showing Love 
And get rid of hatred. 
Help us to find ways to show Kindness 
And stop being selfish 
Help us to treat others with gentleness 
And control our impatience 
Lord, help us to live 
In a way that brings peace 
Amen 
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The Bible Reading Fellowship 
 

Time flies and marble busts!  I cannot believed that the time has come round 
again to order the books, three in all ( May to August,  September to December 
and January to April). There is a choice of three:- 
  
Guidelines offers in-depth study and commentary, covering biblical books and 
themes. It is divided into daily readings, arranged in weekly units.  Each section 
includes an introduction and points for thought and prayer.  This is for people 
who like to face a challenge. 
  
New Daylight oiffers four months of daily bible reading and comment for 
everybody who wants to travel further on their journey of Christian faith.  
It is especially suitable for an accessible way into studying the bible. The regular 
team of contributors is drawn from a wide range of church backgrounds and 
they provide a short bible passage for each day (text included), comments and 
prayer or pointsd for reflection.  
  
Day by Day with God is similar to New Daylight but written for women for 
women. 
  
Please send me your orders as soon as possible and the books will be delivered 
to you.  Douglas at Christian Books and Music is giving us an excellent discount 
(shown below). If you are paying by cheque please make it out to "Lifestyle  
Books and Music" and let me have your payment by February 14th.  
  
Guidelines : £11 instead of £14.40, saves £3.40 
New Daylight £11 instead of  £14.40, saves £3.40 
Day by Day with £11.50 instead of £14.85, saves £3.35 
  
Any late orders or new ones during the year will have to be paid for at the full 
price.   
Chris McPhillips, 15 Lindisfarne Lane, Morpeth, NE61 2UR, telephone 01670 
512418 
  
Paying for Concord begins in January. The price is the same as before : 40p per 
copy or £4 per year. What a bargain! Don't fall rushing to cash in!  
 
Chris McPhillips 
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 Girls in the Lead……. 
 
`Guides is 99% fun and 1 % planning for fun'. That was the answer one Guide 
gave me when I asked them to explain what Guides is and why they enjoy it.  
I couldn't have put it better myself, as the girls take such an important role in 
deciding what we do. 
Girlguiding UK's strapline is 'Girls in the lead'. The ideas of what we do come 
from and are strongly influenced by Guides. They help to plan and organise the 
events, as well as taking part. Just look at what 2nd Morpeth (St James) Guides 
have been doing recently; 
 

Get together with other Guides at the Morpeth Division Wide Game — an 

evening of activities along with over 100 other Guides at Abbeyfield School. 

Incident Hike. We took part in the Division Incident Hike where we followed a 

route around Longhorsley and completed different challenges (with no leaders!) 

Raised money for the Stroke Association, and learnt how to prevent strokes 

Lights, camera, action. We wrote and filmed photo stories to share with the unit 

Shelters in the rain. Along with 100 Guides from Morpeth we built shelters and 

slept in them overnight. 

International activities. Girls working on their BP Awards ran an evening of 

international activities for the rest of the unit. 

Netherurd House in Scotland where we had our camp in May. We tried 

climbing, raft building, low ropes and zip wire courses. 

Toasted marshmallows. We cooked lots of different foods on Barbecues, 

including sponges, toasted sandwiches and chocolate bananas. 

Henna. Taj Mahal Patrol tried Mehendi art. 

Experiments. We had a science evening where we made balloon kebabs and 

slime, and exploded film canisters. 

London. We went to the Big Gig, a pop concert especially for Guides. Imagine 

10,000 girls screaming for their favourite pop band  

Exciting plans for the future. 

Achievement. Emma Garrick, Charlotte Taylor, Kelcie Warner and Amy Young all 

achieved their Baden Powell Award, the highest possible as a Guide. 

Decorating T shirts. There were lots of funky and original designs when we did 

this.       Helen Carmichael 
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Epiphany - the light has come!  
 

At the start of a new year we celebrate the coming of light into our world. 
Epiphany asserts that Jesus came as the light foretold by Isaiah: ‘Arise, shine, for 
your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you’ (1). However, the 
prophet also reminds God’s people that they are to be ‘light for the 
Gentiles’ (42:6; 49:6). How can we shine in 2010?  
 
Shine With God’s Love  
 
‘I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are 
one: I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the 
world know that you sent me.’ (John 17:22-23).  
 
How can God’s love shine through the practical love demonstrated in our 
community life as Christians?  
 
Shine With God’s Word  
 
‘Do everything without complaining or arguing, so that you may become 
blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved 
generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe as you hold out the word 
of life.’ (Phil. 2:14-16).  
 
How can we make God real by holding fast to the Scriptures (both hearing and 
doing the Word) in our daily discipleship?  
 
Shine With Good Works  
 
‘You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do 
people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and 
it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine 
before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in 
heaven.’ (Matt 5:14-16).  
 
How can we be a real influence for Christ in the places where we live and work in 
the coming year?  
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The Francis Wood Page 
THE BIBLE AND THE CHURCH 

I hear that Tony Blair and George W. Bush both keep a Bible at the bedside.  
 I would be more impressed to learn that they both read it, regularly. The Bible 
is often referred to as the best seller but the least read book in the world. 
Things have changed since grandfatherly day. 
In 1895, when he was 21 he received a copy of the Authorised Version. It 
accompanied him throughout his life as a merchant seaman and later as a 
master baker. Now the book has beer f passed to me, thumbed, marked and 
battle scarred through 60 years of regular reading. I keep it in a shoebox to hold 
it together. It has completed its work. 
There is much confusion about where the Bible came from. Opinions range from 
those who think it descended from heaven as a complete work to those who 
think the Church made the whole thing up. The truth is somewhere in the 
confusion. Inspired by God certainly but what we have today is a selection made 
by the Church from many other early Christian writings. 
There we have the secret of Bible reading. Just as love and marriage go 
together, so do the Bible and the Church. You can't have one without the other 
and you can only understand the scriptures from inside the Church. For the 
Church did not come from the Book. The Book emerged from the Church. It is 
only from within the Church that we can understand why a donkey should start 
talking or why the sun should refuse to go down at the end of the day (both 
stories are in the Bible) 
When I was a child we sang a hymn in Sunday School. "The best of all books is 
the Bible. There's nothing you won't find there." It was appalling poetry but also 
quite wrong. There's an awful lot you won't find in the Bible but the basic 
teaching is sound. After that we need to pray, pray and pray again. Then we 
could well start to understand. 

PREACHERS BEWARE 
In the first sermon I preached, I chose to speak about reading the Bible. I 
thought up a suitable illustration. "Bible reading is like eating fish," I said, "Don't 
take too big a mouthful at a time. It needs to be filleted into bite-size pieces. 
The Bible Reading Fellowship will do that for you." 
As I left the Church a member was heard to say, "When he said the Bible was 
like eating fish I thought he couldn't make head nor tail of it." 
So preachers beware! You may do your best but you never know what the 
people are hearing. 
 

Congratulations to Francis this month, as he celebrates his Golden Jubilee—

fifty years since Ordination! Well done, sir! 
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COMPLETE FUNERAL SERVICE 

J.W. Peters 
Family Firm Established 1920 

Day & Night Service 

Very Competitive Prices 

Chapel of Rest 

Catering & Flower Arrangements 

Prepaid Funeral Plans. Written Details on request 

Wellwood House, Morpeth  01670 517117/510623 

 
Effective 
Affordable 
Websites 

 
Web design 

Small business support 
Local area networking 

Wireless networking 
Database design 

Dave Pope 
(Member of International Webmasters Association) 

 

Tel:   01670 515806 
Fax:  01670 519520 

Mob: 0771 414 3640 
dpope@morpethnet.co.uk 
http://www.morpethnet.co.uk 

07936592316 

(between 9 am and 5 pm) 
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Using a diary to pray in 2010  
 

Life without time for prayer and reflection can easily spin out of control. 
With so many pressures and demands pushing in from all directions these 
days, the need to step back and find ways to commune with the Divine is 
essential. Using a diary to pray is not just a resource for writers. There is 
no wrong way to do it. In this age of technology, it may be a much 
welcomed luxury to engage in writing several longhand pages each day 
you can carve out the time. Whether your words take the form of your 
own stream-of-consciousness, or a letter to God or to yourself, listen. Pay 
attention. Be honest. Pray.  
 
Diaries are windows. They allow you to see a glimpse within the deepest 
part of you, and to let light shine into the darkest corners of your soul. 
These pages (and God) can handle anything you write in them. Try 
trauma, drama and self-pity. Then listen to the soothing echo of release. 
This is prayer. Try tantrums, confusion and anger. Then listen and let go. 
This is prayer. Try questions, hopes and dreams. Then listen and let your 
soul rest. This is prayer. Try gratitude, praise and wonder. Then listen and 
let yourself celebrate. This is prayer.  
 
When you take time for inner reflection and waiting, quieting your inner 
self before God, you will see and hear the things of God. Turning your 
attention away from outer concerns, you will enter into light and discover 
God’s kingdom within. Once things are visible and committed to the 
realm of conscious thought, then light can shine on its pages and offer a 
respite. All witnesses will be present – your heart, your thoughts, your 
spirit, your mind, your emotions, and God. The words in these pages 
prove you are human, alive, for better or for worse. They create honesty 
with yourself and intimacy with God.  
 
Prayer is a song of the heart and inside these words will be woven 
melodies of thought and explorations of discord, creating harmony and a 
wholeness of spirit, true freedom. A diary is a meeting place, a tool for 
prayer, where God can fill your memories with reminders of his faithful 
presence, enlighten understanding with healing, and centre your heart 
with a steady peace.  
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We Raise our Eyes  
 
We raise our eyes in time of woe 
To mountain heights above, 
And think of Him who made them so, 
Our saving God of love! 
 
He watches that our feet don’t slip, 
E’en though the path be steep. 
His hand will lift us if we trip – 
For never does He sleep. 
 
No harm shall come by day or night, 
To take Him by surprise. 
We’ll always be within the sight 
Of Father’s watchful eyes. 
 
Our lives are fully in His care 
Where we may go, we’re sure 
His guiding hand of love is there – 
Both now and evermore. 
by Nigel Beeton  

 
The Southern Cross  
 
Three ancient men in Bethlehem’s 
cave, 
With awful wonder stand; 
A voice had called them from their 
grave, 
In some far Eastern land... 
 
Pale Japhet bows the knee with gold, 
Bright Sem sweet incense brings, 
And Cham the myrrh his fingers hold: 
Lo! The three Orient kings. 
 
 
 

Types of the total earth, they hailed  
The signal’s starry frame; 
Shuddering with second life, they 
quailed 
At the Child Jesu’s Name. 
 
Then slow the Patriarchs turned and 
trod, 
And this their parting sigh: 
“Our eyes have seen the living God, 
And now – once more to die.” 
by Robert Stephen Hawker 1804-75  

 
Day & Night Blessing  
 
May God’s blessing be yours, 
And good be it sent; 
May Christ’s blessing be yours, 
And good be it meant; 
Spirit’s blessing be yours, 
For life’s good intent, 
Day arising indoors, 
Night lying down spent. 
Ancient Celtic Prayer  

 
A Prayer for Humility  
 
God I pray you’ll grant me 
A fair share of humility, 
Let me live my life to be 
With diffidence and modesty. 
 
Be gracious Lord and teach to me 
The meaning of servility, 
Open my eyes and let me see 
The world does not revolve round me. 
 
Let me serve you in all I do 
My faith and love of you renew 
Let me recall what is so true 
That I am nothing, without you 
by Colin Hammacott  
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Across 
1.‘Again Peter denied it, and 
at that moment a — began to 
crow’ (John 18:27) (4) 
3. Fetters (Job 33:11) (8)  
8.Perform on a musical in-
strument (1 Samuel 16:23) (4)  
9. Paul describes it as ‘the 
third heaven’ (2 Corinthians 
12:2–4) (8)  
11. Loyally (Deuteronomy 
11:13) (10)  
14. Hens? Me? (anag.) (6)  
15. Not visible (Matthew 6:6) 
(6)  
17. Predicted site of the final 
great battle (Revelation 
16:16) (10)  
20. Jacob’s youngest son 
(Genesis 35:18) (8)  
21. One of Zophar’s eleven sons (1 
Chronicles 7:36) (4) 
22. For example, London, Paris, Rome 
(8)  
23. United Society for the Propagation 
of the Gospel (1,1,1,1) 
 
Down 
1. Favourite church activity: Fellowship 
round a — — — (3,2,3)  
2. Divinely bestowed powers or talents 
(8)  
4. Pile together (1 Thessalonians 2:16) 
(4,2)  
5. Commanded to justify (John 8:13) 
(10) 
6. Timothy’s grandmother (2 Timothy 
1:5) (4)  
7. Killed (Psalm 78:34) (4)  
10. One of Graham Kendrick’s best-
known songs, — — King (3,7)  

12. Indecency (Mark 7:22) (8)  
13. Unceasing (Jeremiah 15:18) (8)  
16. He prophesied ‘the abomination 
that causes desolation’ (Matthew 24:15) 
(6)  
18.British Board of Film Classification 
(1,1,1,1)  
19. Pans (anag.) (4) 
 

Your January Sudoku Puzzle 
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Lifestyle Christian Books  

and Music 
 

Books, cards, reading notes, teaching materials  
CDõs & DVDõs for your personal and Church needs 

 Recorders & music stands a speciality  
Always a welcome and personal service  

Email: lifestylecbm@connectfree.co.uk  

1 Chantry Place, Morpeth Tel. 504209  

 

 

Rutherfords more than happy 
To support the local community  

RUTHERFORD & CO 

10-16 Bridge Street Morpeth 

Monday to Saturday 9.00 amñ5.30 pm (01670 512458) 

Then please contact me, Bob Godfrey, for further information about 
learning at home on your own PC, with low cost computer lessons tailored 

to suit the needs of all age groups. 

Frustrated ?  
but want to learn how to  

or  

 

22 Cypress Crescent Blyth, NE24 2NB 01670 359276 or 07880 815609   

LEARN- IT@HOME  
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Marylin Tweddle writes……. 
 

On holiday in North Norfolk earlier this year, I came across the poem below on 
the notice board of the Church of St Margaret of Antioch at Cley-next-the-Sea. 
Cley and the surrounding area is famous for bird-watching. 
IN January 2008, a rare White Crowned Sparrow had flown into a local garden, 
where it spent about three weeks, attracting over four thousand ‘twitchers’ from 
all over the country and beyond. 
This movin poem on the event was written by Neil Batcock, the Rector of Cley. 
 

A CLEY EPIPHANY 
 
A bird flew into Cley. 
An ordinary garden bird. Nothing remarkable:  
an ordinary garden bird in an ordinary garden.  
The gardeners looked, then turned away. 
They looked again. A small bird, the size of 
a sparrow, an ounce of feather and fine hollow bone - 
Surely not special. 
But was it an effect of the light, an angled ray,  
or something more distinct? 
A time to consult with the scrolls and texts, and  
various wise men, to proclaim a new star in the east.  
New journeys were born, to share the Cley epiphany.  
Cups of coffee left undrunk, brisk farewells,a 
compulsion to follow the star , wherever it might lead.  
You can't explain a calling. You know you have to  
be there. Yes, a bird is a bird, and a baby is a baby.  
It's the seeing, and the knowing. 
It's also the not knowing , the how of bird or babe,  
An unimaginable journey through the heavens - or  
hitching a waterborne lift - fantastic wherever 
lies the truth. And the babe, as the story goes, grew 
and lived at Capernaum-next -the -sea, and noticed and  
saw the special in the ordinary, Peter the rock and Andrew  
and others like you and me - the marks which  
only he could see, the white crowns of our calling  
beside the wide North Sea. 

 
Neil Batcock 2008 
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Three Years On………... 
BBC Thought for the Day, 1 January 2007 

 
New year is a time of beginnings, but if we don't heed the environmental 
warnings sounded on this programme, it could be another, staging post towards 
the end. In fact, if one were to write a bible for the twenty first century, it would 
start not like the old one with Genesis, the story of how God created the world, 
but with a kind of Genesis in reverse; how we dismantled it. And it might run like 
this. In the end, human kind systematically demolished the home God had given 
them even though they had nowhere else to go. They plundered the earth and 
slaughtered their brothers and sisters of the animal kingdom. And this was the 
seventh day from the end. They polluted the clear air with the fumes of their 
machines, poisoned the sea with their garbage and turned rivers into foaming 
torrents of chemical waste, and began ever so slowly to choke themselves to 
death. And this was the sixth day from the end. They stifled all truth that wasn't 
their truth and scoffed at the warnings of the prophets and were deaf to the 
ominous sounds of the earth in torment. Arrogance and self-righteousness 
drowned out wisdom and humility. And this was the fifth day from the end. And 
they said the strong are entitled to most of what's going and the weak can have 
the rest. But the more they had to lose, the more they feared those who had 
nothing to lose, so they built ever bigger walls and larger armies to protect their 
self-interest. And this was the fourth day from the end. They slept uneasily and 
awoke afraid and set to work to create the ultimate weapon. Then they said, 
'Now we feel safe!' But their enemies didn't feel safe, so they too created an 
ultimate weapon, and the whole world lived under the shadow of extinction and 
called it peace. And this was the third day from the end. Then having proved by 
their cleverness that they could make anything, they said, now let us make God 
in our own image, let us gaze into a mirror and worship the one we see there. 
And this was the second day from the end. And they were mesmerised by the 
gleaming products of their ingenuity, and they cried 'Bigger! Faster! Stronger! 
Richer! Louder! More!' And they became frantic with a desire nothing could 
satisfy. And this was the day before the end. Then there was chaos and uproar, 
and when the din subsided, human life had vanished. And the ravished earth 
rested on the seventh day. Then God broke the silence. 'Back to the drawing 
board,' he said sadly. 
 
The Rev. Dr Colin Morris 
 
Chris McPhillips sent this in and wondered just how much things may or may 
not have changed in the time between the broadcast of this talk on the BBC 
ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿΦ ²Ŝ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŘŜŎƛŘŜΧΦΦ 
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 St Agnes Gokwe Children’s Home, Creche and 
Pre-School, Zimbabwe 

15th October 2009  

To Morpeth Parish PCC 

 

 

It is to my deepest thanks and appreciation that I write to you to 

acknowledge receipt of your donation of £258.50. Thank you very much for 

your love and compassionate heart towards the poor of the poorest. We shall 

continue to thank you for your wonderful support. Presently we have 47 

children in the home, ranging from 1 day to 14 years old, but we are entitled 

to take 61 children. We are in our summer season and the weather is very hot, 

very soon we shall start to prepare for our rain season, we need to buy 

fertilisers, maize seeds and other different types of crops we grow here.  

May this kindness be continued in Godõs Glory. 

 

Yours sincerely  

Revd Canon L Muyambi 

Founder & Superintendent.  

 

The total raised by the Parish, during the Lent retiring collections earlier this 

year was £476.00. The remainder of the donation went towards supporting 

the work of the Community of the Holy Fire, Loving Caring members in Britain.  

 

Dr Richard Lamerton is the Chairman, and he sent us his hearty thanks for our 

much appreciated help. Seven Zimbabwean orphans are at present living here 

and studying at colleges and Universities and funds are very short, as study 

fees have to be raised mostly through donations and sponsorship.  

 

In his letter to us, Dr Lamerton mentioned that õin kindõ help is also very 

valuableñone of our parishioners, for example, was able to send a box of 

medications and first aid supplies to Dr Lamerton, who sent it on to the  

Mission. They also need materials for the children for art work and school 

supplies. 

 

Robert, our Rector, is President of the LCM and warm wishes and greetings 

were also sent to him for his support and his work for the organisation.  

VP. 
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Northumbria Historic Churches Trust 
 

From the Steeplechase Treasurer 
Bruce Napier 
The Old Rectory 
Wark 
HEXHAM 
NE48 31313 
Tele: 01434 230 223 
 

Northumbria Historic Churches Trust Steeplechase September 2009  
Where's your church and how's your steeple?  
We'll open our coffers to help you good people; 
Whilst we cannot assist with carpets and chairs 
At least we can with roofing repairs.  
We'll try to provide whatever we can  
Towards your refurbishing plan. 
But, as much as we'd love to pay for it all  
We are only just one port of call. 
Without the sponsorship of you and many  
The Trust would barely have a penny  
To distribute to those in dire straits  
To help with stone, lead and slates. 
So, to sponsors, 'chasers and organisers too  
The Trust owes its thanks to all of you  
Without your dedication come wind or rain 
To our dwindling bank balance there' d be no gain. 

 
I enclose a cheque for £184.50, being your church's portion of funds raised. 
To date £20,600 have been banked as a result of your endeavours the results of 
which are the core of the Trust's fund raising activities. These 'seed' funds in turn 
encourage other bodies to contribute towards the Trust thereby enabling the 
provision of grants to churches and chapels across the region. 
Yours sincerely 
 
Bruce D. Napier 
 
The PCC decided it would be useful to publish the results of the various fund 
raising efforts made in the parish, so you can see not only how much you raise, 
ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ƎƻŜǎ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ƛǘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ 
month by month.τEd. 
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SEWING & ALTERATIONS  LAUNDRY  DRY 

We also Clean Duvets, Curtains and Light Furnishings 
and offer a Pressing and Ironing Service 

Jeannette Allen 

25 Grange Road, Stobhill Grange, Morpeth NE61 2TW 

Tel: 01670 514084 

 

JOHN SMAIL & SONS  
40 Bridge Street Morpeth 

Tel. Morpeth 512643 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Ironmongery Tools 

Garden Products Glass & Chinaware 

Kitchenware Footwear Key Cutting 

Contemporary & Traditional Furniture 

Oriental Rugs 

 
 

Free entry to HISTORIC WALLED GARDEN, LICENSED SHOP, TEAS & COFFEES AND RESTAURANT 

The Kitchen  Garden 

Shop at Meldon Park  

Meldon Park 

Morpeth  

Northumberland 

NE61 3SW 

Shop Tel:             01670 772512 

Restaurant Tel:  01670 772583 

Shop Opening Times:  

Monday & Tuesday   Closed  

Wednesday    10am ñ7pm 

Thursday    10am ñ7pm 

Friday     10am ñ7pm 

Saturday    10am ñ7pm 

Sunday     10am ñ3pm 
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The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
Commencing January 18th 2010 

 
During the 2010 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity we are invited to follow the 
whole of chapter 24 of Luke's gospel. Whether it be the terrified women at the 
tomb, the two discouraged disciples on the road to Emmaus or the eleven 
disciples overtaken by doubt and fear, all who together encounter the Risen 
Christ are sent on mission: "You are witness of these things". This mission of the 
Church is given by Christ and cannot be appropriated by anyone. It is the 
community of those who have been reconciled with God and in God, and who 
can witness to the truth of the power of salvation in Jesus Christ.  
 
The Eight Days 
During the 2010 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity we will reflect each day on 
chapter 24 of Luke's gospel stopping at the questions which it asks: Jesus' 
questions to his disciples; the questions the apostles ask of Christ.  
Each of these questions allows us to highlight a particular way of witnessing to 
the Risen One. Each of them invites us to think about our situation of church 
division and about how, concretely, we can remedy that. We are already 
witnesses and we need to become better witnesses. How?  
 
by praising the One who gives us the gift of life and resurrection (Day 1);  
 
by knowing how to share the story of our faith with others (Day 2);  
 
by recognizing that God is at work in our lives (Day 3);  
 
by giving thanks for the faith we have received (Day 4);  
 
by confessing Christ's victory over all suffering (Day 5);  
 
by seeking to always be more faithful to the Word of God (Day 6);  
 
by growing in faith, hope and love (Day 7);  
 
by offering hospitality and knowing how to receive it when it is offered to us 
(Day 8).  
 
Would our witness not be more faithful to the gospel of Christ in each of these 
eight aspects if we witnessed together?  
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Here’s a  little something to tide you over the Post-Turkey Blues. 
 
 Answers will be published in next month's magazine. 
 
1. In Bram Stoker's Dracula, where did Dracula come ashore in England? 
2.  The name of which seaport is the Spanish for "white house"? 
3.  Who was the first man seen on Channel 4? 
4.  How many noble gases are there? 
5.  What is the name of the London Underground station in which a mystery
 ous Martian vehicle is found in the 1967 film "Quatermass and the Pit"? 
6.  Which creature in Greek mythology was half-man and half-bull? 
7.  Who was the first poet to be buried in Poets Corner in Westminster 
 Abbey? 
8. Which English Cathedral has the highest spire? 
9.  Which was the first European country to give all women the vote? 
10.  What is the name of the dog in Enid Blyton's Famous Five books? 
11.  Who was known as Little Sparrow? 
12.  Which sea has no land borders? 
13.  On which planet is the Great Dark Spot? 
14.  What are the only fish to lay their eggs on land? 
15.  Name the South African surgeon who carried out the first heart transplant 
 operation. 
16.  The Bridge of Sighs in Venice connected the Doge's palace with what? 
17.  Which 1956 invention carried Sir Christopher Cockerel) to fame? 
18.  Who dictated the Qur'an to Muhammad? 
19.  What does the Russian word Sputnik mean? 
20.  If you were awarded 10 points in the UK for using it but only 1 point in 
 Poland, what would you be doing? 
21.  Which actor played the role of King Arthur in the film version of the 
 musical Camelot? 
22.  Which Olympic superstar was nicknamed "The Czech Locomotive"? 
23.  What is the S shaped sound hole in a violin called? 
24.  Name the only boxer to knock out Mohammed Ali. 
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25.  Which Hollywood sex symbol did RAF pilots get into during World War II? 
26.  What name is given to the notorious tidal current in the Lofoten islands? 
27.  In which year was Desert Island Discs first broadcast? 
28.  Who said "A week is a long time in Politics"? 
29.  Which two English Cathedrals have copies of the Magna Carta? 
30.  Who was Britain's first Christian martyr? 
31.  Who founded the Red Cross? 
32.  What is the boiling point of water using the kelvin scale of temperature? 
33. I n which drama would you find the Aidenfield Arms? 
34.  What is the only city to be situated on two continents? 
35.  What is the capital of Jersey? 
36.  Who was the only British Prime Minister to be assassinated? 
37.  What was introduced for the first time in the New York World Newspaper 
 at Christmas in 1913? 
38.  Who was Jackie Paper's childhood playmate? 
39.  What bird did "The Ancient Mariner" kill? 
40.  Who was the actor who played the second Doctor Who? 
41.  What is the smallest city in Wales? 
42.  Who made the first official telephone call to the moon? 
43.  By what name was Arthur Jefferson better known? 
44.  The name of which African mammal comes from the Dutch for "earth 
 pig"? 
45.  Which prison was featured in the BBC series "Porridge"? 
46.  Who played the "stupid boy" in Dad's Army? 
47.  Which British city has the most canals? 
48.  Who did Michael Caine play in "The Iperess File"? 
49.  Which author wrote the "Foundation" series of science fiction novels? 
50.  Who was the first person to discover a dinosaur fossil and correctly 
 identify it as a reptile? 
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News from Our Church School 
David Simpson, the new Chair of Governors at All Saints School, 
has sent us the following message: 
 
 

"It is a great privilege for me to take up the role of Chair of 
Governors at Morpeth All Saints. I take over from Revd Robert 
McLean who has done a sterling job for the last few years, the last 
18 months of which have proved particularly challenging during 
Caroline Dickinson’s illness and the resulting difficulties for the 
whole school community. Robert will continue to be active in both 
worship and pastoral care at the school and I value his ongoing 
support and counsel as a Governor. 
 
The Governing body welcome Mrs Pauline Molloy who takes over 
as Headteacher in January. She joins at a time when the Governors 
are working hard to ensure that the school continues to move in a 
positive direction. We are starting on work which should lead us to 
be one of the first schools in Northumberland to obtain the 
Governormark standard, a recognition which will have a significant 
impact for the school going forward. 
 
On a personal note I am delighted to lead a team of such 
committed people. They have the education and welfare of the 
children at All Saints at the centre of what they do and seek to 
promote the Christian ethos of the school. I look forward to seeing 
the school going from strength to strength and would welcome any 
questions or comments which parishioners might have" 
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G C Electrical Services 
  

17th Edition Qualified  

Part P Registered  

Full or Part Rewires  

New Consumer Units  

All work certified and guaranteed  

For your entire domestic electrical needs  

No job too small  

For a free estimate call Gary on 07787471742 

The Other Side of the Door 
 

A very sick man visited his doctor in a small rural village. As he was 
leaving, he suddenly blurted out; "Doctor, I am afraid to die. You go 
to church on Sundays. Tell me what lies on the other side." 
Very quietly the doctor said, "I don't know." 
"You don't know? You, a Christian man, do not know what is on the 
other side?" 
The doctor was holding the handle of the door, on the other side of 
which came a sound of scratching and whining. He opened the 
door and the patient's spaniel sprang into the room and leaped on 
him with an eager show of gladness. 
Turning to the patient the doctor said, "Did you notice your dog? 
He's never been in this room before. He didn't know what was in-
side. He knew nothing except that his master was here, and when 
the door opened he sprang in without fear. 
"I know little of what is on the other side of death, but I do know 
my Master is there, and that is enough. And when the door opens, I 
shall pass through with no fear, but with gladness. 
sent in by Chris McPhillips 



24 

When it comes to your Special Occasion call us for expert advice 
 

F.H.Hardy 
The Florists of Morpeth 

for style and imagination 
54 Newgate Street, Morpeth 

 
Teleflorist Agent Telephone (01670) 512939 

mrscfair@btconnect.com 

Counsellor and Reiki Practitioner 

 
I am a Christian Counsellor, trained in Person Centred and 
Bereavement Counselling with experience in particular with 

workplace stress and depression. 
Reiki is a non-invasive therapy which tunes in to  

Godôs healing power. It is deeply relaxing, calming and gentle 
and may be used safely by all ages, in any situation. 

 

Marian Bell, B.Sc.(Hons) F.D.A. (Couns.) M.C.Th.A 

Watson House, Oldgate, Morpeth 01670 514547 

Applebyôs Bookshop 
60 Newgate Street 

Morpeth 
Northumberland 

NE61 1BE 
01670 512960 

 
Order and now pay online with all major credit cards.  

Order online and save ÃÃÃÃôs 
www.applebysbookshop.co.uk 
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News from the PCC 
 

The last PCC meeting was held on 2nd December and once again was 
dominated by the Parish’s financial problems in particular the non-
payment of the full Parish Share.  Morpeth will fall short of what is asked 
this year by well over £20,000 – we won’t know exactly until the last 
cheque has been despatched in December.   As you will know, about 
three-quarters of the Share goes to pay for our clergy and we have a 
moral obligation to contribute a proportion of our income.  A working 
group is being convened by Sally Keith comprising of the Churchwardens, 
the Treasurer (Naomi Charlton), Lindsey Gilfillan, Ralph Lowe and Alan 
Purdue.  If you have any good ideas as to how we can raise more funds 
within the parish and encourage further giving please speak to one of 
those people. 
 
The recent theft of metal from St Mary’s Church roof was discussed.  The 
Insurance Company now caps payouts for roof metal and so we will have 
to find most of the money ourselves to get it repaired.  The Rector is 
currently working with the Architect to get permission to repair the roof 
using  materials less attractive to thieves where possible and also more 
security lighting on the church.  In view of this the PCC decided that 
proceeds from the Christmas Fair should be used to help pay for this. 
 
Each year the PCC is asked to contribute a small amount for each Reader 
working in the Parish  which helps to finance Reader training.  This was 
agreed immediately. Muriel, Vivienne and Wendy are invaluable in their 
ministry and we are very fortunate to have Harriet and Janet in training 
as well. 
 
Money has already been raised for projection equipment to be used in 
the churches and Jeremy was authorised to buy a projector and screen 
once the best bargain has been found 
 
The Local Ministry Group is in need of a new co-ordinator and new 
members.  The PCC decided to consult with other LMGs and Diocesan 
advisors.  We may have a speaker in the spring either at PCC or a morning 
service to help invigorate our group. 
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However bad our own finances seem, there are still people in far greater 
need and so the Christmas Offerings this year will be given to Christian 
Aid as usual.    
 
Frances Major PCC Secretary. 
 

Update on progress at St Mary’s Church  

and Churchyard. 
Since the theft of metal from the roof at St Mary’s and the subsequent 
damage that this has caused, our Architect Mr R  Dower has managed to 
secure the agreement of English Heritage for the kind of repairs that will 
be done.  We hope to replace the stolen copper over the porch with 
stainless steel and that from the chancel also with stainless steel.   
However the nave roof will have to be reinstated with copper.  The 
estimate for the repairs is in the region of £20,000 plus.  Our insurance 
company, which has capped all claims for such thefts, will pay a 
maximum of £5,000 towards this. 
The Diocesan Advisory Committee has passed the Architect’s scheme for 
disabled access and toilets etc and he is shortly to go out to tender for 
the work.  His estimate and hope is that this can be done for about 
£90,000.  We have set aside funds for this work which would just about 
have covered this cost.  However, given the loss that we will have to 
sustain because of the roof (which must be repaired) it will be necessary 
for us to appeal for the balance.  The roof will be repaired as soon as 
possible; but our projected February start date for the development work 
will unfortunately be delayed. 
Security remains an issue at St Mary’s.  The council have been extremely 
co-operative in clearing the churchyard and creating a better view of the 
building from the road.  Lighting around the church has been repaired but 
it remains inadequate.   The Architect has included a scheme for 
improving security lighting on the building and we are exploring with the 
NCC the possibility of improving the lighting in the Churchyard and 
preventing vehicular access in hours of darkness.  

Robert          
 
Many of you will have read the above message from Robert in the weekly 
pew notes. It is included here for those who may not have done soτED.
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Answers to the crossword 
ACROSS: 1, Cock. 3, Shackles. 8, Play. 9, Paradise. 11, Faithfully. 14, Enmesh. 15, 
Unseen. 17, Armageddon. 20, Benjamin. 21, Beri. 22, Capitals. 23, USPG.  
 
DOWN: 1, Cup of tea. 2, Charisma. 4, Heap up. 5, Challenged. 6, Lois. 7, Slew. 
10, The Servant. 12, Lewdness. 13, Unending. 16, Daniel. 18, BBFC. 19, Snap. 

Parish Registers 

 
Baptisms  - December Hope Adele Lazaluk 
 
Funerals ï  November Kathleen Dick 
 
         December Thomas West 
    Anne Brown 
   Margaret Jeanne Patterson 
   Marjorie Lakeman 
 
Parish Diary 
Jan 16 Sr Sandra Doore ï ñMessy Churchò meeting 
 Feb 7Gospel of St Mark ï read by Richard Ferguson 
 Feb 17 Ash Wednesday 
 April 2Good Friday 
 April 4Easter Day 
 April 17Backworth Male Voice Choir at St James 
 April 18Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
 June 5Durham Singers at St James 
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1st Naming of Jesus For a closer walk with God 

2nd Basil the Great For all who are to become Bishops  

3rd Sun 2nd after Christmas For all clergy facing difficult decisions 

4th  For Rowan Williams 

5th  For the clergy in Morpeth 

6th Epiphany For all who follow Christôs Star 

7th  Residents and staff in care homes 

8th  For all who are unemployed 

9th  For those who are handicapped 

10th Sun Baptism of Christ May we never forget our baptismal promises 

11th Mary Slessor For the Sisters of Our Lady of the Isles (Shetland) 

12th  For those who work with children in Palestine 

13th George Fox For the power of silent prayer 

14tj  For the people of the Commonwealth nations 

15th  For all Members of Parliament 

16th  For those who are under stress 

17th Sun 2nd of Epiphany For the work of Samaritans Purse 

18th Week of Prayer for Christian Unity For all the churches in Morpeth 

19th  For the world-wide Church 

20th  For the work of the Bible Reading Fellowship 

21st St Agnes For children who are abused and ill treated 

22nd  For teenage cancer victims and their families 

23rd  For relief workers in the third world 

24th Sun 3rd of Epiphany For peace in the Holy Land 

25th Conversion of St Paul For the Wheatley family in Mozambique 

26th  For all who teach in Sunday Schools 

27th  For all who are victims of drug abuse 

28th  For the Armed Forces 

29th  For those who work in our prison service 

30th Charles, King & Martyr For all who die for the faith of Christ 

31st Sun 4th of Epiphany For our Churchwardens 
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G. Rutherford 
(Fencing) 
Morpeth, Northumberland 

Tel: 01670 517032 

Mobile: 0850 327828 

 
TREATED DOMESTIC  FENCING 

SUPPLIED AND ERECTED 

Storm damage and repair ï gates ï patios ï  block  paving 

FREE ESTIMATES 

 

 
 
 
 

 

36 Bridge Street Morpeth NE61 1NL 
Close to Barclays Bank. 

 
Telephone 01670 510652 

Open Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 10am-4pm 
 

MENTAL HEALTH  

Morpeth Mental Health Group  

 
Offers help for people with 
mental health problems, 

their carers 
 and families. 

J.&D. SHEPHERD LTD  
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS  

7C OLD QUEENôS HEAD YARD MORPETH NE61 1PY 
Telephone 01670 517459 Fax 01670 511763 

 
All types of works and repairs undertaken 

Also tests and inspections 
 

REDRING Shower Agents 
Approved contractor for National Inspection Council for Electrical 

Installation Contracting & Northern Electric 
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Services in January 2010 
 

Sundays 

Every Sunday 8.00am St James  Holy Communion 

 

January 3rd       Epiphany 

 St Aidan 9.00am Sung Eucharist 

 St James 10.00am Sung Eucharist 

 St Mary 6.00pm Choral Evensong 

 

January 10th       The Baptism of Christ 

 St Mary 10.00am Sung Eucharist 

 St James 6.00am Evening Worship 

  

January 17th        Second Sunday after Epiphany 

 St Aidan 9.00am Sung Eucharist 

 St Mary 10.00am Sung Eucharist 

 St Aidan 6.00pm Evening Worship 

 

January 24th       Third Sunday after Epiphany 

 St Aidan 10.00am igniÀion 

 St James 10.00am Sung Eucharist 

 St James 6.00pm Service of Prayer for Healing 

 

January 31st      Presentation of Christ in the Temple 

 St Mary 10.00am Fifth Sunday Special 

 St Mary 6.00pm Choral Eucharist 

 

Weekdays 

 Mon St James 6.30om Holy Communion 

 Tues St Aidan 1.45pm Playtime Plus 

 Wed St Aidan 9.15am Holy Communion 

 Thurs  St Mary 10.15am Holy Communion 

 Fri St James 10.00am Holy Communion 

O God, make us pilgrims 
With judgement in mind 
And salvation as our aim 
Always on the move towards you 
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Concord Magazine 
Distribution 

Mr Eric Fisher Tel: 515401 (St. J) 
Mrs Dorothy Glass Tel: 512118 (St A) 
 Mrs Val Langston Tel: 510779 (St M) 

óConcordô Editorial Committee 
 Julia Wood (511192) Pat Baker (503429) Chris McPhillips (512418)  

Val Pope (515806)  Sally Keith (515098) 
email contributions to: val@litnotes.co.uk  

Parish Website www.parishofmorpeth.org.uk  
óConcordô online at this site 

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS 

BOYS BRIGADE 
Manchester Street Headquarters 

Company Captain                Mr Kevin Purdy                                           531540              
Officer (Juniors)            Mr Clive Kemp                                            519322 
Officer (Anchors)           Mr Clive Kemp               519322 
Tuesday   Juniors (8-11)      
Thursday   Anchors (6-8)      
Tuesday &  Friday  Company (11-18)     

GUIDES BROWNIES & RAINBOWS 
 

2nd St James Rainbows Monday,     All Saints School   
2nd St James Brownies Monday,     All Saints School   
2nd St James Guides Wednesday,    All Saints School   
St Aidanôs Brownies             Wednesday, St Aidanôs Church Hall  
3rd St Maryôs Brownies Tuesday, Abbeyfields First School   
5th St Maryôs Guides  Tuesday, Abbeyfields First School    
Further information from: Helen Carmichael, Tel 518498 

BEAVERS CUBS & SCOUTS 
4th Morpeth Beavers           Monday            HQ                                         
4th Morpeth Beavers           Thursday          HQ                                         
4th Morpeth Cubs                Tuesday           HQ                                          
4th Morpeth Cubs                Thursday          HQ                                          
4th Morpeth Scouts              Monday            HQ                                          
4th Morpeth Scouts              Wednesday     HQ                                          
6th Morpeth Beavers           Thursday          Methodist Church                   
6th Morpeth Cubs                Thursday          Methodist Church                   
6th Morpeth Scouts              Thursday          Methodist Church   
Explorer Scouts                    Friday               Methodist Church   

                 
Further information from:  Clive Rich District Commissioner 01670 511623  

 
Morpeth All Saints C of E Aided School  

Pinewood Drive Lancaster Park Morpeth 
Northumberland NE61 3RD 
Telephone : 01670 512803  

Chair of Governors  Revd Robert McLean  



32 MORPETH PARISH INFORMATION 

Weekday Services  

St James (HC) St Mary (HC) St Aidan (HC) 

6.30 pm Monday 
10.00 am Friday 

10.15am Thursday 
 

9.15 am Wednesday 

St Georgeôs Hospital       11.00 am  Saturday  

Clergy and Staff 

Revd Robert McLean 
The Rectory 
Cottingwood Lane 
Tel: 513517 

Revd Maureen Chester 
10 Leland Place 
Kirkhill Tel: 514569  
(Wed, Thurs & Sun only) 

Revd Jeremy Cooper OLM 
13 Curlew  Hill 
Lancaster Park 
Tel.511593 

Parish Readers  
Mrs Vivienne Sommerville  Tel: 513181  
Mrs Muriel Harris  (Reader Emeritus) Tel: 515579  
Mrs Wendy McKenzie Tel: 510311 

Churchwardens & Administration  

Sally Keith (Rector's Warden) Tel: 01670 515 098 

Pauline Ferguson 518642 Paul Davis 510236 
 

Val Pope 515806 

Parish Administrator Mrs Frances Major Tel: 503326 
Parish Office Hours Monday-Friday 9am-12 noon 
email to: morpeth.parish@tiscali.co.uk 

Parish Treasurer 
Naomi Charlton 
Tel: 504453 

Planned Giving  
Mr & Mrs Ralph Lowe 
Tel: 514146 

Gift Aid Secretary 
Mrs Barbara Wheeler 
Tel: 519664 

Electoral Roll Officer 
Mr Noel Common 
Tel: 516208 

Organisations and Contacts  

St Mary Sunday School 
Christine Stevenson 
Tel: 518882 
 

St James Junior Church 
Dr Lindsay Gilfillan 
Tel: 07736108772 

St Aidan Playtime Plus 
(for under 5s & their carers) 
1.45 pm during term-time  
at St Aidan's Church 
Contact: Parish Office  
Tel: 503326 

Mothers Union Details from the Parish OfficeTel: 503326  

Choirs  

St Mary 
Mr Colin Davidson 
Tel: 513381 

St James 
Mrs Harriet Gilfillan 
Tel: 07736108771 

St Aidan 
Mr Roy Beasley 
Tel: 514149 

Enquiries about Baptism and Marriage arrangements can be made at  
the Parish Office, The Parish Hall, Grange Road, Stobhill, Morpeth NE61 2TL.   
Monday - Friday 9.00am to 12.00 noon, or phone  01670 503326 at any time. 


